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FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING 
IRAQ PART 5 


C ENI■ R A L COR RESPON l>EN CE 


IRAQ: ANNUAL REVIEW FOR 1950 

Sir //, Mack to Mr. Bevtn. 


fNo. -I. Confidential? Bagdad. 

Sir _* 5th January. 195 L 

\ have the honour to transmit to you 
herewith a review of events in Iraq during 
the year 1950. 1 am indebted to Mr, Gamble 
f ^ r iEtc scciitsn on economic affairs, and for 
Ote rest of the report to Mr. Richmond. 

I am sending copies of this despatch and 
its enclosure to Cairo. Damascus, Beirut, 
Amman. Jedda, Pel Aviv, the British Middle 
p asi Oifixx, His Majesty’s Consular Officers 
m Iraq and the Air Officer Commanding in 
Iraq. 

3 have. Sic. 

HENRY B MACK. 


Enclosure in No. \ 

General 

Hu increasing international tension and 
die successes Of the Communist bloc in Asia 
diiruu: 1950 have led Iraqi Governments to 
consider more seriously the question of 
™r s defence against aggression from the 
North-East. I he Iraqi governing classes 
rem ;.n attached to the British alliance, and 
generally prepared to play whatever 
]\u l may be allotted to them in our plans 
lor the defence of the Middle East as a 
whole* They have, however, to proceed 
Wh caution since nationalist opinion 
influenced by Egypt and by Soviet propa¬ 
ganda is always ready to attack them for 
subordinating Iraqi interests to those of the 
Western Powers. 

2. During 195(1 the Iraq Government has 
token some important steps towards the 
economic development of Iraq, After three 
years of urging from this embassy they have 
jei up a Development Board which has a 
B mish financial expert and secretary- 
federal, and which will have an American 
■rr i gat ion or engineering expert. They have 
iisfced for a British irrigation engineer for 
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the Ministry of Communications and 
Works, and are actively studying what form 
of assistance they should ask for under the 
American Point Four Programme They 
are also maEdng use of the assistance avail¬ 
able irom various agencies of the United 
Nations Organisation. 

3. The illness and death on 21 si Decem¬ 
ber of Queen Aliy ah. the mother of King 
Faisal, interrupted his education at Harrow 
and caused the Regent, who was devoted 
to his .osier, Co withdraw almost entirely 
fmm active interest in public affairs for the 
tost four .tnd a hull months of the year. It 
caused the postponement of his projected 
visits to Spain and lo Pakistan* and also of 
the return Usit of rhe Shah of Iran to 
Bagdad 

Internal Polities 

4. Hires GovertimenIs administered Iraq 
during 1950* The first, led by Ali Jaudat 
a I Avyuhi, was essential a combination of 
Nuri Pashas opponents, although it con¬ 
tained at least one of his supporters and two 
of sSaleh Jabr's. Shortly before it took over 
in December 1949 Nun, with Saleh Jabr's 
assistance had formed a political party, the 
Constitutional Union Party, which had been 
joined by a majority of the independent 
members of the Chamber of Deputies, 
including most of the tribal deputies, who 
in the past had been accustomed to vole 
automatically for whatever Government 
was in power, as long as that Government 
retained the confidence of the Regent. This 
parly had a majority in the Chamber which 
the Government was unwilling to face. 
They therefore adjourned its sittings and 
did not present a programme to it. All 
Jaudat resigned on 1st February, having 
encountered opposition to his policy, in¬ 
spired by Muz&him a I Pachachi* Deputy 
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Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, of concluding an agreement with 
Egypt on nonintervention in Syria, His. 
Government’s sole achievement was the 
abolition of martial law. 

5. The succeeding Government was 
headed by Taufiq Sew a id i. There were, 
however, none of his personal supporters 
i n it. IE was a eom h ■ nat ton of the sn pport ers 
of T l( ri Said and Saleh Jabr. The latter 
was in the Govern men! as Minister of 
inters or. but Nuri Pasha remained, outside 
and his party was represented by some of its 
younger members who are cordially dis¬ 
like.t by Saleh Jabr. This Government 
looked a fairly strong one on paper, but its 
internal differences proved to be irreconcil¬ 
able and its achievements did not corre¬ 
spond with its possibilities. 

6, One of its first actions was an attempt 
to deal with the problem of Iraqi Jews whose 
position, although improved since the 
summer tff 1948, had remained one of con¬ 
siderable difficulty. In particular, educa¬ 
tional, professional and to a 'esser extent, 
commercial opportunities were with some 
exceptions denied them As a result some 
emigration of Iraqi Jews had taken place 
during 1949. In December of that year the 
lifting of martial law reduced considerably 
the penalties attached to such emigration 
with the result thai us volume greatly in¬ 
creased. Since the Iraqi authorities found 
themselves unable to control it, the Govern¬ 
ment introduced in March 1950 legislation 
giving Iraqi Jews the right to leave Iraq on 
condition that they abandoned [heir Iraqi 
nationality. After a slow start the Jews 
availed themselves of this opportunity in 
very large numbers, and by the end of the 
year some 90,000 had recorded [heir inten¬ 
tion to depart About 19,000 of them had 
toft for Israel via Cyprus in the aircraft of 
an American charter company under con¬ 
tract with the Jewish Agency. No other air 
company has so far been permitted by Ehe 
Israel Government to participate in this 
airlift, The Iraq Government arc most 
anxious for (he remainder to go as soon as 
possible,, and have explored various alterna¬ 
tive methods of transport, so far without 
success, They have been talking w ildly of 
pushing large number over the frontier to 
Kuwait or of collecting them in eoneenlra* 
lion camps until transport is available. On 
the other hand, the Israel authorities are 
unwilling to increase very much the present 
rate of intake, winch is between 3 T 000 and 
4,000 a month. His Majesty's Govern mem 
represented lo the Israel Government that 


they should review the immigration quota 
of Iraqi Jews on humanitarian grounds, and 
that British airlines should be allowed to 
participate in the airlift. 

7, On 7th March thirty-seven Deputies, 
who made up almost the entire opposition 
in Parliament, submitted their resignations 
after a stormy scene between a supporter of 
Nuri Pasha and a supporter of Muzahim al 
PachaehL This resignation was in the main 
a protest against the control of the Chamber 
which Nun had obtained by the formation 
of the Constitutional Union Party. It 
proved (o be quite ineffective. The resign¬ 
ing Deputies found themselves incapable of 
continued collective action and their gesture, 
which had at first excited some sympathy 
among young Iraqis, was lost in their own 
quarrels. By-elections were held on 10th 
June, and the Government was rid of its 
most effective parliamentary opponents. 

8, The internal differences inside the 
Government Itself gradually became more 
acute, and a three-cornered struggle between 
the Prime Minister, Saleh Jabr and NuriN 
supporters in ihe Cabinet developed. For 
instance, the Prime Minister made use of 
the Constitutional Union Party's majority 
in the Chamber of Deputies to block the 
passage of a new press law to which Saleh 
Jabr attached considerable importance. 
Most of their differences, however, were on 
personal matters and no questions of 
political principles were at issue, Never¬ 
theless, the differences became so hitter that 
by the middle of July Ihe Regent, who had 
up io then onposed any governmental 
changes, decided that the Cabinet must be 
reconstructed, Action was postponed until 
the return of Nuri Ptisha, from London 
where he had been engaged in negotiations 
with the Iraq Petroleum Company. No 
sooner had Nuri relumed than the Regent 
himself left hurriedly for London where his 
sister, the Queen Mother, had been taken 
seriously ill. A further six weeks of in* 
effective life was thus granted to the 
Government, Taufiq Sewaidi resigned 
reluctantly on 12th September 

9, The third Government of 1950 was 
formed by Nuri Pasha on 16th September. 
He encountered considerable difficulties in 
its formation. He had originally hoped to 
include in it both Saleh Jabr and Taufiq 
Sewaidi The former made conditions 
which Nuri was unwilling to accept and to 
have included -Sewaidi without Saleh Jabr 
would have sharpened his own differences 
with Saleh to an extent which he was un¬ 
willing to face. He therefore formed what 
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he. described as a skeleton Cabinet which 
lari eJ Ministers of Interior, Finance and 
Foreign Affairs. He declared that this 
Government would concentrate on econo¬ 
mic development and administrative reform, 
and that the vacant portfolios would eventu¬ 
ally be filled by new and suitable men. 

10. Nuri took over the Ministry of 
Interior himself and the Government have 
already taken some action to fulfil their 
declared aims. Alt the executive members 
oJ the development Board, with the excep¬ 
tion of the American irrigation expert, were 
appointed in October. These appointments 
had been one of the subjects of disagree¬ 
ment among the members of the previous 
Cabinet. Some small but useful reforms 
were Initiated in the Ministry' of Interior, 
ami the Government provided money to 
enable the provincial governors to initiate 
public works in their areas under a law of 
1945 which had until then remained a dead 
letter. 

11. Nnrts political position, however, 
did not improve. Many of ihe actions of 
his Government were calculated to widen 
the breach between him and Saleh Jabr and. 
in spite of continuous efforts, he failed to 
persuade any of his traditional political 
opponents lo join the Cabinet- On 25th 
December, therefore, he appointed four 
new members to the Government, two of 
whom normally support him; the Ministry 
of Interior still remains in Nun's hands and 
Foreign Affairs remains vacant. The 
Government has received a small accewdou 
of political strength, but it Ls far from the 
Coalition Government which was his 
declared intern ion- 

12. The personal character of Iraqi 
politics has been well illustrated during 
J 9St>. The struggle between individuals for 
power and position has appeared more 
nakedly than usual, with hardly an attempt 
at concealment behind differences on politi¬ 
cal questions. The long-standing alliance 
between Nuri Said and Saleh Is hr seems to 
have been dissolved and ihe latter has 
emerged more clearly as the main contender 
for the succession to Nuri's dominant 
position on [he Iraqi's political stage. 
Jamil Madfai and Ali Jnudab who are both 
ailing, arc no longer serious competitors 
Muzuhim al Pachachi is too unstable, and 
Nitsral al I arisi too cautious, to weld the 
widespread dislike of Nuri into an effective 
opposition to him. By the organisation of 

Constitutional Union Parly, Nuri has 
Put himself further than ever ahead of his 
°lder opponents, Saleh Jabr, on the other 
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hand, who helped to organise Nun's party 
may be able eventually to oppose Nuri suc¬ 
cessfully. Me can already count on con¬ 
sider iblc Shia support but probably realises 
ihuE he should delay any challenge to Nuri 
until he had widened the basis of hb political 
support to include Sunni dements, since he 
has extended his European holiday and is 
iioi now expected lo return to Iraq until well 
into the New Year. 

External Affairs 

13, During 1950 Nuri Pasha had made 
an interesting if so far not very successful 
attempt to educate his countrymen in ihe 
realities of the world situation. The 
attempt took the form of public lectures, 
Iri the first of these, which was delivered 
early in March, he pointed out Iraq's ex¬ 
posed position in the face of Soviet expan¬ 
sionism and the impossibility for small 
Rowers oi a policy of neutrality between 
E:ast and Vi es! i he reaction to this lecture 
was small, partly because the hostilities in 
Korea had not then brought home to Iraqi 
opinion the immediate necessity of the 
choice and partly because the resignation 
of the Opposition Deputies was occupying 
the press at the time. The second lecture 
was given on 14th November. In it, Nuri 
Pasha stated that the first duty of any 
Government was the preservation of 
national security. and pointed out the inti¬ 
mate connexion which exists between 
foreign policy and defence plans. He gave 
notice of his intention to amend and revive 
a Saw of 1937 which provides for a Supreme 
Defence Council, and he suggested that this 
council could usefully discuss and answer 
such questions as whether Iraq's national 
security could be safeguarded by a policy of 
neutrality. Unlike the first lecture, this 
produced a storm of unintelligent and in¬ 
coherent indignation in the Opposition press 
which was much assisted by the coincidence 
in lime of the Egyptian speech from Lhc 
Throne demanding the cancellation of the 
Anglo-Egyptian Treaty. Nuri Pasha, like 
all Arab leaders is sensitive lo nationalist 
criticism, and he judged this attack so strong 
that he felt it necessary, first to issue a clari¬ 
fying statement un his lecture and later, on 
27th November, in the course of a speech 
to Im parly, to characterise the Anglo-Iraqi 
Treaty as out of date and to express sym¬ 
pathy with Egytian aspirations. 

14. Ihe different response accorded to 
these two lectures may be indicative of the 
impression which has been made by Com¬ 
munist propaganda on Iraqi opinion during 
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the year. Although the activities of the 
Iraqi Communist Party have continued to 
belestricted by police action* and the Stock- 
holm Peace Appeal which was launched in 
Iraq its June hud very little success. Com¬ 
ma nisi propaganda directed towards Iraqi 
nationalism and exploiting the genuine dis¬ 
content which exists in Iraq has undoubtedly 
made progress during the year. The Com¬ 
munist line on international questions has 
been more frequently followed in the Iraqi 
press during the last six months, The main 
appeal of Communist propaganda is to 
those young nationalists who find them¬ 
selves denied opportunity under the present 
system. These are very numerous, while 
those who are satisfied arc few, and many 
of them are cynically prepared to abandon 
Iraq in an emergency rather than cany 
through the reforms by which alone the 
appeal of communism can be effectively 
countered. Fear of war, distrust of the 
motives of the Western Powers. and a desire 
for revenge on America for her support of 
Israel have led an increasing number of 
Iraqi nationalists to advocate openly a 
policy of neutrality between the two world 
blocs, 

15. The supporters of the British con¬ 
nexion. however, still remain numerous and 
powerful, though they also have been made 
nervous by international events and remain 
as frightened as ever of the accusation of 
being half-hearted nationalists Thus, 
although the majority of our friends in 
Iraq, apart from doubts about French par¬ 
ticipation, genuinely welcomed the assur¬ 
ances contained in the Tripartite Declara¬ 
tion of 25th May, the Prime Minister at that 
time fTaufiq Sewaidb felt it necessary to 
talk ro the press in Cairo about “ rejecting " 
this declaration and later to send a note to 
this embassy expressing Iraqi reservations 
on certain points in it 

16, The (ears of (he rulers of Iraq have 
Jed them to persistent efforts to accelerate 
the equipment aEid (raining of the Iraqi 
army. The Minister of Defence has made 
a number of complaints about delays in the 
delivery of arms and ammunition from 
British sources and of the inadeq uate number 
of vacancies on the British army courses 
allotted to Iraqis, The Iraq Government 
has also made an indirect bid for inclusion 
in the American Military Aid Programme, 
which was naturally unsuccessful, the visit 
of the Commander-in-Chief, Middle East, 
to Iraq during October should help to 
encourage Iraqi confidence in the British 
alliance, ft lias already resulted in a visit 


to Iraq by a team of British officers to advise 
on Iraqi defeaice. It will be interesting to 
see how far the Iraqi authorities will imple¬ 
ment any suggestions which may be made 
by this team. 

17, Although the question of Iraqi- 
Syrian union has steadily faded into the 
background during 195fK Iraq's relations 
with her sister Arab Slates have continued 
to be uneasy. In January, the Ayyubi 
Government made their ill-considered 
attempt to improve Iraqi-Egyptian relations 
by a live year agreement not to intervene in 
Syrian affairs Muzahim al Puchadii, who 
negotiated this agreement, completely mis¬ 
judged Iraqi opinion and even that of some 
ol his own Cabinet colleagues. The agree¬ 
ment was not accepted in Iraq, and the 
Ayyubi Cabinet resigned. The succeeding 
Cabinet, however, did not adopt a policy of 
active intervention in Syrian affairs, and 
even after Nuri*s return to power the Iraqis 
remained ostensibly content to await events. 
Although the Syrian Prime Minister, when 
he visited Bagdad in November, in the 
course of his tour of Arab capitals, spoke 
to them about intervention, the Iraqis main¬ 
tained that this was a pure formality since 
he was well aware that such representations 
needed to be made only in Cairo and Riyadh. 

I K. A more important cause of difference 
between Iraq and the other Arab Stales 
during the year lias been Iraq's support for 
Jordan. Jordan's negotiations with Israel, 
which were going on in January and Febru¬ 
ary. could not be altogether concealed from 
Lhe Arab Governments, and were naturally 
used by those Governments hostile to 
Iordan a>, a weapon w f ith which to attack 
King Abdullah, At the Arab League 
meeting in April the Iraqi delegate, who 
was under instructions to try to prevent the 
question being raised, fell it necessary to 
vote for the resolution expelling any mem¬ 
ber ol the league who entered into negotia¬ 
tions for a separate peace with Israel. The 
second question which brought Jordan into 
conflict with the majority of the Arab 
League States wav that of the incorporation 
of Eastern Palestine in Jordan. Iraqi 
opinion, for the most part, approved of 
Jordans action, but the Iraqi delegate 
at the league meetings in April, May 
and June was placed in the difficult 
position of having to prevent effective 
action being taken against Jordan with¬ 
out causing Iraqi’s relations with Egypt 
to deteriorate still further. Tautiq Sewakli 
voted both for the resolution of 13th April, 
which declared Eastern Palestine a trust 
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territory, and for that of 15th Mav which 
declared Jordan's act of unification to be 
f Nation of the former resolution. When, 
however, the Egyptians and Saudi Arabians 
persuaded the Syrians and Lebanese to join 
them in recommending the expulsion of 
Jordan, he succeeded in postponing until 
Tth June the council meeting to which this 
recommendation was to be put. The inter¬ 
vening period was spent by Iraq in trying 
(o persuade Jordan and Egypt to accept 
some compromise formula. Jordan re¬ 
mained adamant, but by 13th June more 
temperate counsels had prevailed in Cairo, 
and the league (except Jordan) unanimously 
adopted a face-saving resolution which 
affirmed the necessity for a collective Arab 
decision on the disposal of Palestine after its 
complete liberation, Iraq undertook to 
persuade Jordan to accept this resolution, 
hut has not succeeded in doing so, and the 
maucr appears now to be indefinitely 
shelved* * 

! l L The Arab Collective Security Pact 
originally proposed by Egypt in 1949, 
mainly as an alternative to Iraqi-Syrian 
Union, has still riot been signed, by Iraq, 
Hie Iraqi view is that unless Jordan adheres 
to i he pact it will be useless and no purpose 
will be served by Iraq’s signature. More¬ 
over, Nuri Pasha insists that the proposed 
Defence Committee must he given a mili- 
Dn rather Ilian a political character. The 
Syrian Prime Minister did his best to 
persuade the Iraq Government to sign the 
Paul, but Nuri has maintained his refusal 
ft) do so except on Iraq’s conditions, 

20, Iraq’s altitude to a settlement with 
Nrael remains unchanged, namely* that she 
^vilf enter into no negotiations with Israel 
but would agree to any settlement which 
uught be reached between Israel arid the 
funitrophe Arab Slates. 

Economic Affairs 

21 „ The improvement in the Iraqi Jinan- 
c,itl position which began in the latter part 
of 1949, was maintained during 1950* For 
[he year ending 31st March, 1949, the com¬ 
bined deficit on the ordinary and capital 
£orks budgets was over 8 million dinars. 
, 0r lhe year ending 31st March, 1950, the 
reduced to 2,500,000 dinars, and 
this was mu a real deficit as the Government 
uid j n hand certain sums from the sale of 
jobaeco, sugar and wheal which enabled 
to meet it without resorl to borrow ing. 
‘ hc estimates for the year ending 31st 
yjurch, 1951, which were presented by the 
Minister of Finance, Abdul Kerim al b/ri* 


in April, showed expenditure and revenue 
balancing at approximately 24 million 
dinars, but the Minister made it clear that 
this balance could only be achiev ed by strict 
economy on the one hand and the introduc¬ 
tion of certain new taxes on the other. 
Although it is still too early to say whether 
a balance will in fact be achieved, t he figures 
for the first live months (April to August) 
show that revenue was coming in satisfac¬ 
torily, and by November the cash position 
of the Government had so far improved 
that the new Minister of Finance, Abdul 
Wahah Mirjan, was able to say that it 
encouraged him to go ahead with a policy 
of Government spending If for political 
reasons this policy is carried too far there 
is danger [lust the Government may again 
find themselves in difficulties. 

22. In the early part of the year two 
measures affecting the Jewish business com¬ 
munity caused a serious disturbance of the 
local market The first was the Law for the 
Control of Banking, which had the effect of 
driving out ol business the sarrafs or money¬ 
lenders who were almost without exception 
lews, and who were regarded by many as 
an indispensable part of the Bagdad bazaar* 
i he second was the introduction in March 
ol i he law i paragraph 6 above) permitting 
lews to leave the country upon forfeiture 
of their Iraqi nationality* which was accom¬ 
panied by a regulation prohibiting them 
taking out of the country more than 
50 dinars ner head. As a result of these 
measures the confidence of the Jewish mer¬ 
chants was severely shaken and there was 
an acute shortage of money in the bazaar 
which brought business virtually to a stand¬ 
still ior several months. 1 he Government, 
However, persuaded the banks to extend 
their credit facilities and* in August, intro¬ 
duced a more liberal system of import 
licensing. These two steps, combined with 
the improvement of the Governments 
financial position, led to an increase of con¬ 
fidence and n revival of business in the later 
months of the year; but the earlier period 
of stagnation, during which there had been 
a bis decline in the number of orders placed 
abroad, caused a serious depletion of stocks. 
Owing to this, and to the war in Korea, 
there was an ominous rise In the cost of 
most imported goods. 

2J. High floods in May caused some 
damage to crops, but the harvest was on 
(he whole a good one, The barley crop was 
estimated at 800,000 tons and the wheat 
crop of 520.000 tons, as compared with 
750.000 tons and 450,000 tons respectively 
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in 1949. t here were also excellent crops 
of col tun and dates, and exports of all these 
com mod hies were well in excess of those 
for 1949. The total value of Iraq's visible 
exports tn 1950 has been estimated at 
20 million dinars, as compared with 
12,500,000 dinars in 1949, and with reduced 
imports it seems possible that, for the first 
time since 1945 Iraq may have a surplus in 
her balance of payments, 

7-1. Considerable progress was made 
duTuig the year with Iraqi plans for con¬ 
trolling the Euphrates and Tigris risers. In 
August the Dibban regulator and outlet 
channel from Lake Rabbanlyah to the 
Euphrates were completed. Work con¬ 
tinued on the Warrar inlet channel and 
regulator and will probably be finished in 
[95!. In June negotiations were completed 
in Washington for a loan of 12J300.000 
dollars from the International Bank of 
Reconstruction and Development to cover 
the external expenditure on the first stage 
of Llia Wadi Fhanhar scheme, which con¬ 
sist of the construction ot a dam on the 
Tigris near Samarra, 70 miles north-west of 
Bagdad, and the diversion of the water 
through an inset channel with regulator and 
under-sluices to the Wadi Tharihar depres¬ 
sion. Detailed plans for the scheme have 
been completed by the consulting engineers, 
and U is expected that the work will be put 
out to tender early in 195L 

25. I lie International Bank for Recon¬ 
struction and Development also sent a 
mis Ton to Iraq in November to examine 
certain other projects for which the Iraqis 
were anxious to obtain loans. These pro¬ 
jects were the extension of Hilla Canal 
irrigation, the import of agricultural 
machinery, the construction of a grain silo at 
Basra and the construction of tobacco ware¬ 
houses. The mission agreed to recommend 
to the bank that it should provide a loan 
of S million dollars m cover the external 
expenditure on the first three of these 
schemes. It also discussed with the Iraqi 
authorities the composition of a larger 
Survey Mission which the bank have been 
asked'to send to Iraq in February 195L 

26. An important step was taken in April 
when a law was passed through both 
Houses of Parliament establishing the 
Development Board, to consist of the Prime 
Minister, the Finance Minister and six 
members who may not be eithet Senaiots., 
Deputies or Government officials. The 
board will be responsible for the prepara¬ 
tion of a general economic and financial 
plan for developing the country’s resources 


and raising the people’s standard of living. 
It will have an independent budget into 
which will be paid the Government's entire 
earnings from oh with other funds allocated 
from time to tame by Parliament and foreign 
loans contracted by the board or by the 
Government on the board's behalf. The 
members of the board were appointed in 
October, and in December Sir J, W. Eding- 
iGn Miller took up his functions as finance 
member and secretary-general to the 
board. 

27. An agreement which was negotiated 
with His Majesty's Government in London 
in August gave Iraq a scarce currency allo¬ 
cation for the period 1st October, 1949, to 
30th September, 1950, of 20 million dollars. 
Negotiations for a further scarce currency 
agreement and also on Iraq's sterling 
balances look place in Bagdad in November 
hut without final result, 

28, The final arrangements for the United 
Kingdom £3 million loan to the Iraq State 
Railways were completed In June, and the 
money was used mostly to pay off debts 
owed by the railways to British firms. The 
loan by itself will not be sufficient to restore 
the railways' finances, and further assistance 
will be necessary. According to a pre¬ 
liminary estimate by Messrs. Rondel 
Palmer and Triton, who were asked by the 
Iraq Government to advise on the present 
and future conduct of the railways, (he 
deficit during the six years from 1951 to 
1956 will be approximately 6 million dinars, 
excluding loan repayments, 

29. The Iraq Government firmly main¬ 
tained their refusal to allow Iraqi oil to be 
pumped to Haifa and. with the Iraq Petro¬ 
leum Company refusing to grant any 
increase in the royalty rate until the Haifa 
line was opened, relations between the 
company and the Government became for 
a time extremely strained. In August, 
however, the company agreed, irrespective 
of whether oil went to Haifa, to raise the 
rate of royalty on Kirkuk oil from 4s. gold 
to 6s. gold converted at the official rate from 
1st January, 1950. It was further agreed 
that the Iraq Government could, if they 
wished, refer to the British courts iheir claim 
that royalty should have been calculated at 
the free market rather lhan at the official 
price of gold, 

30, Meanwhile, the company proceeded 
with their plans for laying the new 30-inch 
line from Kirkuk to Baityas on the Mediter¬ 
ranean seaboard. It is expected that this 
line will be earning some oil by the middle 
of 1952, and by the end of 1953 will have 
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an annual throughput of approximately 
13 million tons. The Basra Petroleum 
Company also went ahead with their plans 
for developing the Zubair oilfield, and hope 
to commence the export of oil from Fao at 


(he beginning of 3952. It has been estimated 
that the annual amount accruing to Iraq 
from oil royalties will increase from 
approximately 6 million dinars in 1950 to 
approximately 22 million dinars in 1954. 


EQ 1573 16 No, 2 

POSITION OF THE JEWS IN IRAQ 

Sir H. Mack to Mr. Bevin , < Received 25 th January) 


fNo. 59) Bagdad, 

(Telegraphic) 25//i January, 1951. 

The Acting Prime Minister and Acting 
Minister for Foreign Affairs expressed again 
to-day the anxiety of the Iraqi Government 
about the situation which would exist when 
the law authorising emigration expires in 
March leaving about 50*000 Iraqi Jews as 
stateless persons in Iraq. They feared that 
these would become a danger to the country 
and would themselves he in danger from the 
Iraqi people. They begged for our help 
and asserted that unless a solution were 
found (he Iraqi Government would be 
compelled to drive them over the frontier 
to Kuwait or elsewhere, 

2. ! repeated (hat His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment would accept no responsibility. The 
Iraqi Government had passed (he law with¬ 
out consulting us. Our only concern was 
humanitarian; For Kuwait or Cyprus to 
take these people temporarily was out 
of the question and I understand that 
Jordan had refused their passage. The 
only solution therefore was for the Israel 
Government to permit an increased rate of 


intake. If this was unobtainable they might 
be put in camps in Iraq administered by 
some international Jewish body, (Please 
see Tel Aviv telegram No. 515 of 7th Nov¬ 
ember. 1950, paragraph 4.) 

3. In reply to my question they said iJiey 
had consulted the Americans. The Uni Led 
States Embassy had telegraphed to Wash¬ 
ington more Chan once without response. 
Could not the Foreign Office take the matter 
up with the Slate Department- 1 1 under¬ 
took to inform you of what they had said. 
I would also discuss the matter as one of 
mutual interest, with United States Ambas¬ 
sador. but \ could not be an intermediary 
between Iraqi Government and Mr. 
Crocker. 

4. I he Iraqis are in earnest about this. 
Their real fear is of a general war which 
would find them with a large number of 
stateless and disloyal persons many of them 
without means of support within their 
border. They are also genuinely afraid of 
a popular outburst against the Jews similar 
to that of May 1941. 


EQ 1017/1 No. 3 

OBSERVATIONS ON CERTAIN TRENDS IN IRAQ DURING THE 

LAST THREE YEARS 

Sir H. Mack to Mr , He via {Received Iff February) 


(No. 12. Confidential) Bagdad. 

Sir, 24th January, 195J. 

I have the honour to submit acme observa- 
•ions on certain trends in Iraq during the 
Us! three years. 

F AngEo-lraqi Alliance 

Dissatisfaction with the AngloJraqi 
fftaty of 1930 is now universal among 
I iterate Iraqis, Opponents of the British 
affiance would like to see it expire and not 
fit replaced. Supporters of the alliance 


are anxious for early negotiations for a new 
treaty. They consider the present treaty 
obsolete and its maintenance to be a handi¬ 
cap to good Anglo-Iraqi relations, They 
realise, however, that without a prior settle¬ 
ment between Great Britain and Egypt the 
successful conclusion of a new AngloJraqi 
Treaty would be impossible and they prob¬ 
ably envisage any new Anglo-Iraqi Treaty 
as forming pan of collective defensive 
arrangements between Great Britain and 
the Arab Stales. Such a treaty would 
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certainly have to contain any concessions 
which Egypt had obtained as well as those 
a]ready obtained by Iraq in the Portsmouth 
Treaty, Even in the most favourable eir- 
cumsiances lire Iraqi sponsors of a new 
treaty would have to reckon with the grow¬ 
ing strength M an emotional demand for 
neutrality between the two world blocs. 

2. The Monarchy 

The influence of the monarchy is gradu¬ 
ally declining in Iraq,. but it remains very 
Jarae and is decisive over a wide field. This 
decline is partly due to the spread of 
education and the consequent increase in 
the power of public opinion, but mainly to 
the f uture of the successors of King Fcisal I 
to identify themselves with the hopes and 
fears of the Iraqi people. There is no 
Republican sentiment in Iraq, but the genu¬ 
ine affection in which the young King is 
held is more an expression of hope that he 
will bridge the gulf which separates 
governors from governed than of positive 
attachment Lo the Hashemite House, Al¬ 
though the popular belief that Great Britain 
controls Iraq through the monarchy is 
grotesquely exaggerated, our influence must 
decline to some extent as the power of the 
monarchy declines. 

The King is an intelligent and well- 
mannered boy of 16, At ihc State funeral 
of his mother, which must have been a 
severe ordeal, he comported himself with 
dignity and courage, but it is impossible to 
judge yet whether he possesses the outsland* 
ing qualities he will need when he comes of 
age in May 1953. 

The Regent has never been a popular 
rigure, hut he became almost popular in the 
summer of 1948 when he and his mother 
and Niters identified themselves with the 
war in Palestine. The politicians on whom 
he relies, notably Nuri Pasha, are bound to 
him by lies of loyalty Lo the Royal Hashe¬ 
mite House rather than by personal loyalty 
to the Regent hi nisei I. He is weak, and his 
testing time will come now that the Queen 
Mother is dead. He relied greatly on her 
guidance. There is no doubt of his desire 
for dose and friendly relations with Great 
Britain, and it is certain that he has no other 
ambition than to hand over the monarchy 
to his nephew with its strength as far as 
possible unimpaired. 

An important development is that the 
Regent has adopted the habit of summoning 
ex-Prime Ministers and some others to meet 
the Cabinet occasionally under the chair¬ 
manship of His Royal Highness in order to 


discuss current questions of particular 
importance. These always seem to concern 
relations with other Arab States or with 
foreign; countries, l anticipate that the 
time is not far distant when the leader of 
the Istiqlal Party will be regularly sum¬ 
moned to be present at such meetings. He 
may indeed he given an official position as 
Leader of the Opposition, The practice of 
holding these meetings has helped to restrict 
the Regent's power to some extent. He 
told me one day that it had become more 
difficult for him to dismiss Prime Ministers. 
This development, of course, involves a 
corresponding weakening of our own in¬ 
fluence, although there arc few people in 
this country who believe that we are not 
closely concerned with any change of 
Government, 

3, Parliamentary 

The Regent has continued to be successful 
in his policy of reducing the frequency of 
general elections. None have been held 
since June 1948, despite pressure from 
interested politicians. He has not been so 
successful in his efforts to find a stable 
government. There have been six Cabinets, 
and a number of reconstructions in addition, 
since Saleh labr went out in January 1948, 

I hc longest tasted for eleven months; the 
shortest for less than two. There is thus no 
improvement to record here. Nuri Pasha 
is again Prime Minister, for the twelfth time, 
but he has been unable to form a strong 
Cabinet. He remains the dominant per¬ 
sonality in Iraq political life. 

The Liberal Party died with its leader in 
1949. The so-called Democratic Party con- 
tinues its existence mainly owing to two able 
members who should play a part in Eraq in 
the future, ! he Miqlal Party has increased 
its influence and has become a thorn in the 
side of any government which does not 
include Istiqlal membership. But the 
most important development has been the 
formation by Nuri Pasha of a Party of Con¬ 
stitutional Union. Hi* avowed purpose 
was to forward the establishment of a 
parliamentary system in Iraq, but in fact his 
object was to enable him to secure perma¬ 
nent control of Parliament, More than 
half the Majlis have joined the party, it 
being the custom in this country for poli¬ 
ticians to gravitate to the Prime Minister in 
power. His party is largely composed of 
landowners; they arc said to comprise nearly 
two-thirds of the Parliament, although they 
only form much less than one-third of the 
population. 
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It is not impossible that the development of 
the party system may reveal talent among the 
younger parliamentarians who have little 
chance of winning Ihdr spurs under present 
conditions. We have constantly advised a 
leavening of younger men in Iraqi Cabinets, 
and it is true that some younger men of 
promise notably Abdul Karim at LJ^ri as 
Minister of Finance have been revealed, 
but on the whole Cabinets have been con¬ 
fined to the “ old gang " of politicians. I 
fear that we must reconcile ourselves to a 
continuance of this system. At the same 
time we must continue to preach the en¬ 
couragement of the young. The worst of 
the present system is that Ministers are 
seldom selected on merit, and the necessity 
for Shia and Kurdish representation 
imposes further handicaps. 

Although there is as yet no alternative 
to the dominance of the " old gang," its 
ranks arc becoming thinned by death and 
old age. Several of its surviving members 
seem unlikely to take office again, except 
perhaps at a time of crisis such as that which 
succeeded the rejection of the Portsmouth 
Treaty, and which brought eleven members 
of the old gang ” into office. Except in 
this instance lire proportion of younger 
Western-minded Ministers in Iraqi Cabinets 
has remained fairly constant during the past 
three years, but it seems certain that this 
proportion musL soon increase considerably. 
These younger Ministers are unlikely to 
produce more stable governments than 
did the 1S old gang." for they are rent by the 
same largely personal divisions, but they 
wilt bring a more Western outlook to their 
Ministries and a willingness lo work which 
may affect a considerable improvement in 
Iraqi administration, 

4. Defence 

l would merely mention here that there 
have been some recent and satisfactory 
developments its regards cooperation be¬ 
tween Middle East Land Forces and the 
Eaqi army, though the question of supplies 
°F war material continues to put a strain on 
relations. The Regent works hard to culti¬ 
vate the loyalty of the army. As long as 
he continues to do this successfully, the 
danger of a repetition of Rashid All’s 
movement is remote, 

5- Communism 

I here Stas been no Soviet Minister in 
^gdad since May 1948. The most active 
Secretary, who had been here for several 
years, was declared persona non grata by 


the Iraq Government towards the end of 
1950 and his recall demanded. Nonethe¬ 
less. the legation seems to have established 
a rather better position for itself and the 
Iraqi authorities have found it difficult to 
establish a definite connexion between it and 
the illegal Communist Party. Action was 
taken against the latter by Nuri Pasha’s 
Government in 1949 and live executions 
look place, the convictions being described 
as the penally for subversive activities 
against the Slate. The Government’s 
action had the effect of restoring law and 
order in Iraq which had fallen very low at 
the beginning of 1948 and communism has 
been at least quiescent ever smee. There 
are. however, indications (hat Soviet propa¬ 
ganda is being more successful. This is 
partly due to the bad conditions under which 
most of the population is living and partly 
to the desire of many people to grasp at any 
possibility of neutrality between East and 
West. 

This desire springs from doubts about the 
ability of the Western Powers to defend 
Iraq* from Nationalist resentment against 
Great Britain and the United States, which 
is mainly due to their attitude to Palestine, 
add from a growing feeling of solidarity 
whh Asiatic countries, many of whom tend 
towards neutrality. Soviet propaganda has 
succeeded in affecting both Right-wing and 
Left-wing opposition elements in Iraq and 
it is the Right-wing Nationalists, formerly 
supporters of Nazi Germany, who now 
advocate the conclusion of non-aggression 
pacts both with the Atlantic Powers and 
with the Soviet Noe. 


6. Israel 

The most important event in the Middle 
East during the past three years was the 
establishment of the Slate of Israel, i he 
position taken by the Iraqi Government is 
that they will not enter into any official 
relations with Israel but they would respect 
any settlement arrived at between Israel and 
the limitrophe Arab States. It would be 
impossible for any Iraqi Government to go 
further than this towards a peace settlement 
in the face of a public opinion which remains 
unaltered in its determination not to regard 
the failure of the Arab armies in 1948 as 
final, Responsible Iraqis recognise the in¬ 
ability of the Arabs to reconquer Israel, but 
they are determined to do nothing to assist 
Israel to establish herself firmly. They have 
steadfastly refused to reopen the oil pipe¬ 
line to Haifa and they are most unlikely to 
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change this decision. The Iraqi Govern¬ 
ment have, however, occasionally, shown 
mare realism than have ihe other Arab 
Governments, as when they cautiously 
supported Jordan's annexation of Eastern 
Palestine. 

7. Iraqi Jews 

Of the estimated 150,000 Jews in Iraq, 
nearly 90,000 have volunteered during 1950 
to leave and to renounce Iraqi nationality. 
23.000 have already left for Israel. The 
Iraqi Government are most anxious that the 
rate of departure should be accelerated, and 
have asked His Majesty's Government and 
the United States Government to help by 
bringing pressure to bear on the Israel 
Government. The Iraqi Government will 
continue to press us about this. The Israel 
Government have so far succeeded in limit¬ 
ing the rate emigration as they wish. 

The effect on the commercial life of Iraq 
of the departure of the Jews has so far been 
less than was expected. Those who have 
left were for the most part the poorer 
classes: the more important Jewish mer¬ 
chants have remained and are carrying on 
their businesses in the face of considerable 
difficulties, Organisations such as the 
railways and the Basra Port, arid to a lesser 
extent the banks, have suffered in efficiency 
owing to the toss of Jewish staff, but the 
effect has been minimised owing to the 
gradual way in which the policy has been 
implemented 

8. Relations with other Arab Countries 

Iraq's relations with Other Arab States 
have shown little change or development 
during the past three years. 1'he experience 
of the Palestine war lias probably made 
Iraq even more distrustful than before of 
her fellow members of the Arab League, 
but her loyally to the league itself remains 
on the whole unaffected Iraq's relations 
with Egypt Lire uneasy. Iraqis in general 
dislike the Egyptians and resent their 
dominance of the Arab League, But the 
influence of Egypt as the strongest and 
richest Arab State and as the Arabs’ natural 
leader against ‘ Western imperialism ” Is 
powerful among Iraqi nationalists. The use 
of this influence makes it difficult for Iraqi 
Governments to give to Iordan the support 
which dynastic and treaty tics lead Iordan 
to expect, but Iraq can be relied upon to 
prevent the adoption by the Arab League 
of extreme measures against Jordan, Until 
King lbn baud dies there can be no improve¬ 
ment in Iraq’s relations with Saudi Arabia. 


since he dings to the conviction that the 
Regent has ambitions to restore to his family 
the Throne of the Hejaz. 

Union with Syria remains the object of 
most Iraqi politicians although the question 
is allowed to remain dormant for the time 
being for other reasons. It was a great 
relief to us when the Iraq army was brought 
back from Jordan, after handing over to the 
Arab Legion, in the summer of 194®. Nuri 
Pasha was itching to use it in Syria, and I 
believe that our constant pressure on him 
and on the Regent was the main factor in 
preventing him from indulging in this adven¬ 
ture. At present the Iraq Government are 
convinced that it is only a question of time 
before the union ol the two countries comes 
about by the wish of the Syrian and Iraqi 
peoples. 

9. Relations with the Iraq Petroleum 

Company 

These have been difficult during the last 
two years, and present relations between the 
Iraq Government and the company can 
hardly be described as satisfactory. The 
Iraq Government have instituted a lawsuit 
in the English courts with a view to estab¬ 
lishing whether the Iraq Petroleum Com¬ 
pany should have paid royalties in gold at 
the free market rale or at the official rate. 
The Iraq Government are far from happy 
about what the Iraq Petroleum Company 
have done and arc doing to exploit the 
Basra and Mosul concessions. The com¬ 
pany would be well advised to maintain 
dose relations with the Intq Government 
and from this point of view it is a satisfac¬ 
tory development that it has been decided, 
I understand, to establish in Bagdad the 
headquarters of Its general manager for the 
Middle East, 

10. Social Conditions 

Finally, there have been several develop¬ 
ments of importance which may be grouped 
for convenience tinder the above heading, 
A Bill establishing an Iraq Development 
Board was passed by Parliament in 1950, and 
Sir Ed mg ton Miller, the nominee of His 
Majesty’s Government., was appointed 
Finance Member and Secretary-General. 
He took over his duties in December 1950. 
There is also to be an American member. 
Mr, W. J. Hull, of the Ministry of Labour, 
was appointed labour expert in the Ministry 
of Social Affairs and took up his duties in 
1950, A British subject, Mr E. G + Hardy, 
was invited by the present Iraqi Prime 
Minister to return to Iraq and take over the 
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post of Director-General of Irrigation. His 
terms are under consideration. The Inter¬ 
national Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development sent four missions to Iraq in 
1949 and 1950 The bank decided to grant 
a loan for the first stage of the Wadi Thar- 
thar scheme for coni rolling the Tigris, and 
the bank is to send a mission of sixteen 
experts to Iraq shortly to prepare a complete 
survey of rhe country. Since the Develop¬ 
ment Board is to have the oil royalties at its 
disposal it would seem that Iraq is better 
organised now to develop its resources and 


improve the lot of its population than it has 
been at any time in its history. But every 
Iraq Government will need constant 
prodding. 

1 am sending copies of this despatch to 
b!is Majesty's Representatives in Cairo, 
Damascus, Beirut, Amman, Jed da and Tel 
Aviv, to the Head of the British Middle East 
Office and to His Majesty's Consul-General 
in Jerusalem. 

I have. &c. 

HENRY B. MACK. 


EQ 1023/1 No. 4 

ROLE OF IRAQ IN THE PRESENT WORM) CONFLICT 
Conceptions of Arab Neutral its 
Sir H. Mack to Mr . Bevin. (Received hr February) 


iNo. 13. Confidential) Bagdad , 

Sir 24f/j January, 195L 

Since the Chinese intervention in Korea 
took place there has been considerable com¬ 
ment in [he Iraqi press and elsewhere about 
Iraq's role in the present world conflict. In 
the course of tins discussion it has been 
asserted with more and more conviction 
that Iraq’s real place is with the other Asian 
countries and not with cither the Western 
Powers or with live Soviet Union. The 
strongest advocates of this policy arc the 
Opposition parties of the Right and Left, 
the Independence and the National Demo¬ 
cratic Parties, 

2, On 21st January the leaders of these 
parlies sent telegrams to the Secretary- 
General of the Arab League in Cairo, advo¬ 
cating the adoption by the Political Com¬ 
mittee of the Arab League of a policy of 
neutrality, which would spare the Arab 
pc j pies the horrors of a war in which they 
had no concern. I am enclosing copies of 
these messages with this despatch. 

3. Arab neutrality, of course, is not itself 
3 new idea. Two or three years ago it was 
advocated in Iraq on the grounds that 
Turkey had gained more by neutrality in the 
recent war than had the Arabs by their sup¬ 
port of the Western Powers against Ger¬ 
many, Equally, it is not new for the 
Arabs to identify themselves with Asian 
nationalism. They sympathised with the 
Indonesians in their struggle against the 
Dutch, and there is considerable sympathy 
for the Viet. Minh operations against the 
French, The support which Asian countrics* 


particularly India, gave to the Arab States 
at the United Nations over Palestine has 
helped the Arabs to regard themselves more 
and more as Asiatics, and you will recall that 
Taufiq Suwaidi, in a speech to the Chamber 
of Deputies in March 1950, noted and 
approved the tendency of the Arab delega¬ 
tions to vote with the Asian countries at 
Lake Success, The development has been 
gradual and it is for this reason that die 
crystallisation of these ideas in the past three 
months is striking, 

4. In the days following Mr. Truman's 
declaration at the end of November about 
the use of the atomic bomb in Korea, 
articles appeared in the Left-wing and 
nationalist press urging solidarity among the 
Eastern peoples to put an end to Western 
domination, Abdul Ra/./aq Dhulilr fan cx- 
Mmister of Economics), writing on 10th 
December, said: "The common purpose 
behind the present bitter struggle in Asia is 
to get rid of Western influence, with its 
attendant humiliation, poverty and exploita¬ 
tion from which the East has suffered for the 
pas11 h rec cem uries." He exp ressed I h c ho pc 
that the present bloody reckoning between 
East and West would result in the libera¬ 
tion of the Arabs from European-American- 
Zionist imperialism, in the same way as 
India, Pakistan and Indonesia had been 
liberated. 

5. In the past three weeks discussion of 
the conception of pan-Asian neutrality has 
been revived. It is dear that since earh 
December some serious thought has been 
given to the subject. On I Ith January, the 
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National Democratic newspaper approved 
the idea of an Asiatic Third Force which* in 
the interest of peace, would support neither 
of the two world blocs. Every Eastern 
nation, the paper added, which was really 
free from foreign influence coy Id join such 
a force. The Arab countries could join it if 
their foreign policies were genuinely based 
on the principles of neutrality, if foreign 
troops left Arab soil and if oppressive 
treaties were abolished. It is to be noLed 
that the people expressing these opinions arc 
not Communists. They do not regard the 
Soviet Union as a potential champion 
against the West and their feeling is perhaps 
less one of hostility to the West ^except, of 
course, on the question of Palestine) than of 
resentment because they fed that the West 
does not take them seriously. This was 
clearly expressed in a leading article in the 
Left-wing paper Atom at Arabi on 20th 
January: fl The call of the West finds no 
echo in our hearts. We do not understand 
them because we do not feel ourselves to be 
part of the so-called 1 free world ’ which they 
say they are defending. We are part of the 
oppressed world which is struggling against 
them to achieve its freedom and throw off 
their yoke.” 

6, The causes of this kind of thinking 
arc complex I he most important seems to 
be the resentment of the Arabs against the 
Western Powers, particularly the United 
butts, over Palestine. The action the 
Americans have taken to enforce Security 
Council resolutions in Korea is frequently 
contrasted with their passivity when similar 
resolutions were flouted by Israel in the 
winter of 1948-49. Another important cause 
is the fuel that the Chinese, an Asiatic 
nation, have inflicted a severe military 
defeat on the Western forces in Korea. This 
has delighted those who hate the Americans 
and has caused more responsible people to 
wonder whether the Western nations arc 
capable of defending the Middle East from 
Russian aggression. There is among the 
Iraqis a genuine fear of war and they are 
horrified al the prospect of the use of the 
atomic bomb, particularly by Western 
against Asian people. They have a genuine 
admiration for the foreign policy of Pandit 
Nehru (except, of course, in Kashmir) and 
there are a number who believe that a third 
world war can be prevented if there is a 
sufficiently important group of States not 
prepared to go to war. 

7, The desire for neutrality is now very 
strong in Iraq. Nuri Pasha is engaged in 
an at tempi to persuade the Arab leaders in 


Cairo to align themselves publicly with the 
Western bloc. If he is successful he may 
encounter difficulties on Ins return from 
Cairo. The Independence Party newspaper 
asked on 23rd January how Nuri as Said 
could proclaim a policy abroad which he was 
unable to sell at home. The writer went on 
to say that the only policy which represents 
the will of the Iraqi people is that of 
neutrality. 

8. Nuri is still strong in Iraq and he may 
be able to impose his view of the world 
situation on the country, but the strong feel¬ 
ing that I have described is certain, to make 
the establishment of workable arrangements 
for Middle East defence very much more 
difficult. 

9. In connexion with the foregoing, there 
luc two other points of interest First, there 
have been bitter attacks in the press on the 
Turks for having sent troops to Korea. 
Turkey s indifference to the Arab case over 
Palestine, and particularly the fact that 
Turkey was the first Muslim country to 
recognise Israel, arc the main reasons for 
this criticism. Secondly, the recent visit of 
Mr, D. N. Prill to Bagdad, during which he 
was consulted by the Iraq Government in 
connexion with their case against the Iraq 
Petroleum Company, had i\ considerable 
impact upon Iraqi intellectuals. At a party 
given in his honour by a group of young 
Iraqis, Mr. Pritt is reported to have said that 
he was sure that there would not be a third 
world war because there were now too many 
people ready to refuse to take up arms. In 
particular, the Asiatic peoples were united 
to oppose the West, and in his view the sal¬ 
vation of the world lay in the growth of this 
Third Force. It is possible that Mr, Pritt’s 
visit was responsible for the renewed discus¬ 
sion of Arab neutrality in the past three 
weeks. (See paragraph 5 above.) 

I am sending copies of this despatch to His 
Majesty's Representatives at Cairo, Damas¬ 
cus, Beirut. Amman. Tel Aviv, Washington, 
Ankara and Moscow, and to the Head of the 
British Middle East Office. 

I have, &c, 

HENRY B. MACK. 


Enclosure in No, 4 

The Leader of the Independence Parly. 
Say id Mohammed Mahdi Kuhba. has sent 
the following telegram to the Secretary- 
General of the Arab League: 

“ At a time when the Big Powers arc 
at loggerheads in furtherance of lheir 
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expansionist ambitions, from which the 
Arab nation has suffered every kind of 
crass injustice and lost a sacred and dear 
spot of its homeland in violation of the 
most elementary human rules and inter- 
national justice, the policy of the Arab 
Stales must be inspired by the desires of 
their peoples and should follow a policy 
of neutrality to spare the Arab nation the 
horrors of war. which is none of their 
business. The Political Committee of the 
Arub League, in whose hands destiny has 
placed the fate of this nation, should 
appreciate its historical responsibilities 
towards its people and the coming gene¬ 
rations,” 

The 1 cader of the National Democratic 
Party has sent the following telegram to the 


Secretariat-General of the Arab League in 
Cairo: 

“ At a time when the Political Com¬ 
mittee of the Arab League is discussing 
the attitude of its members in the present 
International situation, the National 
Democratic Party wishes to express the 
desire of the Iraqi people not to see the 
Arab nation involved in, and aligned with, 
the present international blocs, which 
may lead to a devastating war, emailing 
tremendous harm to the Arab nation. It 
demands at the same time the adoption 
of complete neutrality and the avoidance 
of the horrors of war, tn this, the Party 
is giving expression to the aspirations and 
hopes of the Iraqi people." 


EQ 1019/1 No. 5 

POl IT1CAI SITUATION IN IRAQ 


Mr, Beeley io Ur. lievin. 

(No. 37. Confidential) Bagdad, 

Sir, hh March, 1951. 

In the past few weeks the political situa- 
UOn m Iraq has crystallised Lo the extent 
that various groups opposed to the present 
Government, in theory at least, on impor¬ 
tant issues of domestic and foreign policy 
have begun to emerge. It is characteristic 
of Nuri Pasha that he begins his term of 
office with enthusiasm and energy and that 
after a few months of effort both have been 
consumed This Ministry has been no 
exception, and the present lack of direction 
°f public affairs is the main reason for the 
emergence of these Opposition groups. Few 
of the projected reforms enumerated in the 
Speech from the throne (sec Sir Henry 
Mack*$ despatch No. 256 of 6th Decern be ri 
have even reached the Chamber of Deputies 
in draft form, fhe plan for providing 
employment by executing housing, road 
building and other small-scale projects in 
the provinces has I ailed to achieve its object. 
Ihe prices of essential commodities are 
risintr uid the poor and unemployed face 
further hardships. The Prime Minister's 
choice of Mustafa a! Umari and faufiq 
Suweidi, both of whom are notoriously 
mercenary, as his principal lieutenants has 
lowered the prestige of the Government. 
Nuri Pasha, who was formerly self-posses- 
^d in the face of criticism, has shown signs 
°f strain in recent parliamentary attacks, 
has been in poor health, but his English 
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I tiecei ved H)r/f March} 

doctor tells me that he has greatly benefited 
by the short cruise in the Persian Gulf from 
which he returned on 5th March, in lime to 
receive the Regent, fins seems an oppor¬ 
tune moment to summarise the recent 
activities of the different Opposition groups. 

2, Saleh .fahr, who returned from Europe 
in the middle of January, has been quietly 
engaged in creating the nucleus of a new 
political party, which will contain some of 
the younger progressive dements opposed 
to NuriN Constitutional Union Party as well 
as Saleh Jabrs traditional Slu'd supporters. 
It is evident from the names of those who 
have agreed so far to join him that Saleh 
Jabr has been at pains to extend his influ¬ 
ence in the north* where hitherto it has been 
too weak. He is at present reluctant to 
proceed with the formal constitution of his 
party, which he would regard as tantamount 
to an open breach with Nuri Pasha. Such 
a breach, he feels* would be likely to divide 
opinion on sectarian lines, at a time when 
unity is necessary to enable Iraq to face the 
dangers of the international situation. The 
principal evidence of this ateiltide on his 
part is the fact that he has so far refrained 
from overt criticism of the present Govern¬ 
ment*® policy, although he has expressed 
his views in articles in the press on such 
subjects as the organisation of labour and 
the dangers of exploiting Sunni—Shi'a 
differences. He has also identified himself 
with the widespread demand for reform of 
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the electoral system, reported in my des¬ 
patch No, 34 of 3rd March. There are 
reasons other than those which I have men¬ 
tioned above for supposing that Saleh Jabr 
is in no hurry to replace Nuri Pasha. He 
has been giving serious thought to internal 
policies, and it is likely that when it does 
emerge his party will be mildly Socialist in 
character. He told me a week ago that he 
would aim at transforming the land system 
gradually without any direct attack on the 
large landowners. He would begin by 
developing large areas of State land and 
settling small farmers on them. This would 
eventually lend to a drift of cultivators from 
private estates to the newly-developed areas, 
At the same time he would impose direct 
taxation related to the superficial area of 
landed property with complete exemption 
for a certain area and a graduated scale 
thereafter. The result of this policy would 
be that the large landowners would find that 
they were paying heavy taxes for land which 
was becoming depopulated, and they would 
therefore of their own volition seek to re¬ 
duce die size of their estates. In Saleh Jabr’s 
view, such measures would provide the 
foundation for rapid development in Iraq, 
unless, of course, the process were inter¬ 
rupted by a war. Although this policy is 
commendable, even Saleh Jabr musi be 
aware of the difficulties of carrying it out, 
and it may be because he has not yet de¬ 
vised a means of bridging the gap between 
promise and fulfilment that he is hesitating 
to come to power 

3 The Istlqlal (Independence! Party, 
which maintains an unmitigated hostility to 
the British connexion and to the Govern¬ 
ment in power for the time being, secured 
a political success in the Chamber of 
Deputies at the end of February which has 
temporarily at least increased its stock. Its 
Deputies showed in debate that the tobacco 
company in which Tauliq Snweidi is one of 
the chief shareholders had, by liquidating 
itself and reconstituting itself under a now 
name and with ostensibly different share¬ 
holders, taken advantage of a loophole in 
the Income-tax Law to evade tax Tauliq 
Snweidi lost his temper under their sus~ 
lained atiack and walked out of the 
Chamber. The Independence Party was 
also the first to echo Azzam Pasha’S denun¬ 
ciation of the recent policy of the French 
in Morocco which all the other political 
groups, including the Constitutional Union 
Parly. have now been obliged to endorsc. 
The Independence Party is still, however, 
regarded as an extreme Nationalist Party, 


and it is cun taken loo seriously . Its political 
successes may only mean* therefore, that 
it w ill enjoy an increased nuisance value for 
a month or two. 

4. The two other Opposition groups are 
those influenced by A!i .feudal al Aiyubi and 
Muzahim al Pachachi on che one hand and 
by Hiknutt Sulaiman on the other. The for¬ 
mer took advantage of the reverses suffered 
by the United Nations forces in Korea in 
December last, and of the now deep-rooted 
resentment towards the Western Allies for 
she part they played in the establishment of 
Israel, to propagate the conception of neu¬ 
trality in the world conflict. In this respect 
the views of this group coincided w ith those 
of the Left-wing National Democratic Party, 
Now that the military situation in Korea 
is more stable, many of those who were 
attracted then by the idea of neutrality 
consider the danger of a general war to have 
receded, and they are therefore able more 
dispassionately to appreciate what Iraq’s 
role should be. ["he two former Prime 
Ministers, Muzuhim al Pachachi and All 
Jaudai, who identified themselves with the 
policy of neutrality, have therefore probably 
lost some support in the past few weeks. 
Indeed, their own hostility to the policy of 
aligning Iraq and the other Arab States with 
[he West may he due primarily to the fact 
that this policy is sponsored by Nuri Pasha, 

5. Fltkmat Sulaiman, whose ablest 
follower is N as rat at Far i si, is still a force 
in Iraqi politics in that Prime Ministers, 
when forming their Cabinets, prefer to 
placate him rather than to antagonise him. 
There has emerged among his friends, who 
ire for the most part Sunnis of the old 
Turkish tradition implacably hostile to 
Nuri Pasha, a group which is criticising the 
Government for failing effectively to con¬ 
trol prices to the consumer of locally- 
produced food-stuffs, and which ss advocat¬ 
ing the proper taxation of land in order to 
finance small-scale improvements. 

6. These various groups arc weakening 
the Government by press attacks and by 
using their social contacts to undermine it 
in politically neutral circles where it has 
been passively supported hitherto. In spite 
of ihis, Nuri Pasha's political position is 
probably sufficiently strong for him to 
remain in office throughout the summer. 
Much depends, therefore, on his health and 
on bis own inclination. If he decided to 
resign now, Saleh Jabr would probably be 
embarrassed, and there are those amongst 
his own supporters who would advise Nuri 
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that that is sufficient justification for retir^ 
mg now. If Saleh Jabr were not prepared 
to accept office straightaway, a Government 
of nonentities would probably be formed to 
ca retake until new elections, which might 
well be direct election, could be held in the 
autumn. The future will no doubt be more 


clearly indicated when the Regent, who is 
expected back this week, has had time to 
take measure of the present situation. 

I am sending a copy of this despatch to 
the Head of the British Middle Fast Office, 
T have, &c. 

H. BEELEY, 


EQ 1017/3 No. 6 

POLITICAL SITUATION IN IRAU 

Sir J, Irouthed i to Mr, Morrison, {Received 2im May ) 


(No. 78, Confidential Bagdad, 

Sir, 16 ih May, 1951. 

In my telegram No. 37! of 8th May 1 
referred to the sustained and bitter nature 
of the attacks on the policy of the Iraq 
Government during the debate in the 
Chamber of Deputies on the budget esti¬ 
mates for 1951-52, This debate is now 
drawing to a dose and 1 have the honour 
to describe the political situation in Iraq as 
it appears at present. 

2. For the past few weeks there have 
been indications of rising tension in Iraq. 
To some extent this is a seasonal develop¬ 
ment; but more particularly it results from 
the concerted opposition of main political 
groups in the country to a Government 
which in their opinion has remained in 
power too long. Governments seldom last 
long in this country and it ls now eight 
mom i$ ones Nuri il Said became Prime 
Minister for the twelfth time. Although lie 
reconstructed and broadened his Cabinet in 
December last the direction of affairs, 
through the lack of any other forceful 
person alky in the Government, has inevit¬ 
ably remained almost solely in his hand, 
Nuri Pasha is personally unpopular through¬ 
out the country and it is not surprising that 
there should now he a growing demand for 
3 change of Government. The heated 
Slacks on the Government's policy which 
have continued for the past three weeks have 
reflected this feeling and account for the 
air of tension and expectancy. To a certain 
extent, too, of course, the present ex cite- 
'nent is evidence of the interest and concern 
'vith which Iraqis have l>een following 
recent events in Persia and on the Syrian- 
Israel frontier. 

3> The most bitter criticism of the present 
GovernmentY policy has come* as w as to be 

peered, from the leaders of the Uliqhd 
j^rty and those members of United Popular 
-remi who are Deputies, while the sup- 
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porters of Saleh Jabr have on the whole 
tried to make their criticisms objective and 
constructive. 

4. Early in the debate it became dear 
that oli major questions of foreign, policy at 
least the Istiqlal Party was at one with the 
United Popular Front. The Istiqlal leaders 
pointed out that they had originated the idea 
of neutrality in the present world conflict 
and they accordingly supported the aims of 
the United Popular Front. They also 
reiterated their demand for the nationalisa¬ 
tion of the oil industry. Otherwise their 
arguments were on the usual lines and gave 
further evidence of their continuing ability, 
b> in; repetition of half-truths and blatant 
lies, lo attribute dl evils from winch Iraq 
suffers to the British connexion. 

5. Of tile handful of Deputies who are 
associated, with the United Popular Front, 
only Saad Omar, who was Minister of 
Education in the List Cabinet, has played 
a prominent pari in the budget debate. On 
23rd April in the Chamber he made alle¬ 
gations of corruption and abuse of authority 
against two members of the present 
Cabinet whom lie declined to name The 
Prime Minister at once demanded that he 
should substantiate his allegations, Saad 
Omar replied that it would take time for him 
to prep ire his case, but il was eventually 
agreed that he should submit a full report 
by 24iii May. Meanwhile he has chosen 
another subject for his attacks. During the 
past week he has been questioning the dis¬ 
interestedness of Lhe motives of the Prime 
Minister in releasing Ali Khalid al Hejazw 
the former Director-General of Police, so 
-soon after his sentence on a serious charge 
(see Sir H, Mack's despatch No. 257 of 
6th December I. 

6. The most reasoned criticisms of the 
Government's policy have been made by 
Abdul Karim al Uzri, the Minister of 
Finance In the previous Cabinet and one of 
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the ablest of Saleh Jabr's supporters. He 
introduced a note of realism into the debate 
by drawing attention lo the progress of 
industrialisation in Israel In particular, he 
contrasted Israel's expenditure on industry 
of ID.70 million and ID. 100 million in 1949 
and 1950 respectively with the Iraq Govern¬ 
ment^ hesitancy in accepting a loan of 
10 million dollars from the International 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
for constructional projects, He considered 
that the difficulties with which Iraq was now 
faced called for stronger economic measures 
than the Government had seen fit to 
introduce. 

7. On 5th May \ r uri Pasha made two 
long speeches in reply to the debate, the 
main points of which l have already reported 
by telegram, The Prime Minister devoted 
a major part of his first speech to a defence 
of his Ministry’s domestic policy. He 
attempted to show how many of the 
promises made in the Speech from the 
Throne had been fulfilled, but few can have 
been Impressed by his account of his 
achievements. Some of his spectacular 
promises* such as the oil refinery project* 
have admittedly become law, but that is the 
easiest of the many stages on the way to 
fulfilment in Iraq, When he came to dis¬ 
cuss foreign affairs* however, he was master 
of the situation. He exposed the basic 
fallacy in the doctrine of neutrality and dis¬ 
closed that hh Government had anticipated 
the needs oi Iraq in the present circum¬ 
stance': with the result that the first 
shipments of modern arms and ammunition 
were about to arrive at Basra. He made it 
dear that the Government were not going 
to be rushed Into emotional schemes for the 
oil industry. Opponents of the British con¬ 
nexion he answered by reiterating that it 
was his policy to amend the Treaty of 1930 
and to remove the British buses from Iraqi 
soil He told me afterwards that the Treaty 
of Portsmouth was still his conception of a 
satisfactory settlement, 

H. Outside Parliament political life has 
conformed to much the same pattern as 
within. At the end of April the editor of 
the Istiqlal Party's organ remembered with 
a nourish that he had advocated neutrality 
two years ago and he praised at length the 
aims of the United Popular From. The 
leaders of the Front arc indignant that the 
Prime Minister has not yet replied to their 
appeal against the Minister of the Interior's 
refusal to allow' them to form a party* 
Otherwise they have added little to political 
life and there are already signs of differ¬ 


ences amongst the leaders. The formation 
of the United Popular Front has had one 
important effect; one of its most able 
members is Nasrai al Farisi, and the fact 
that Hlkmat Suleiman does not believe in 
the practicability of neutrality means the 
disruption* for the time being at least* of one 
of the influential political grouping in the 
country. 

9, H is to be expected that in the present 
charged atmosphere there should be much 
speculation. Most rumours are variations 
oji one or other of two themes the dissolu¬ 
tion of Parliament of a rapprochement be¬ 
tween Saleh Jabr and Nuri Pasha. Parlia¬ 
ment is nearing the end of its third session 
and so could run for another, but the demand 
for a reform of the electoral system which 
Mr. Bedey mentioned in his despatch 
No, 34 of 3rd March has been gathering 
momentum and Nuri Pasha has been 
obliged to undertake to discuss the question 
with other political leaders in the immediate 
future, II Parliament were dissolved now* 
fresh elections would take place in the 
autumn under the existing law. In that 
event either Fad hi l Jamali or Ahmad 
Mukhtar Babim would be generally accept¬ 
able as a neutral Prime Minister charged 
with holding the elections; another candi¬ 
date (supposed by many people to enjoy the 
support of this embassy* is Ali Mum Liz, hut 
he would probably not be acceptable to 
Saleh Jabr and his following. 

10. Saleh Jabr is the leader of the move¬ 
ment for electoral reforms, both because he 
believes that he would gain thereby and 
because he thinks that the position of 
Governments would be strengthened If they 
were te>s open to the charge oi having 
rigged elections. He would therefore prefer 
to postpone the next elections until the 
winter, which would give time for a new 
electoral law to he adopted cither at an 
extraordinary session or at the beginning of 
the next ordinary session of Parliament. I 
am informed that he has offered to partici¬ 
pate in a reconstructed Government under 
Nuri Pasha if il^e latter will agree to Carry 
out this programme. Attempts have been 
made in the past few weeks lo bring the 
two leaders together. The Regent himself 
told me that he had set Fadfoil Jamah to 
mediate between them, This effort has 
unfortunately coincided w ith a sharp news¬ 
paper attack on Saleh Jabr's sectarian 
tendencies undoubtedly inspired if not 
written by Khalil Kama, the Minister of 
Education and the most rabid Sunni in 
Nuns Constitutional Union Parly. If llio> 
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are prepared In the present circumstances 
to attack Saleh Jabr personally* Nuri's sup 
porters must still regard their own position 
as strong, The fact that the offending 
newspaper is believed to be financed by 
fbn Saud adds lo the indignation with which 
its attacks are greeted in Shia circles, 

11. There is no firm indication that either 
of the two rumoured events will materialise, 
and much still depends on Nuri Pasha's 
health and personal inclination. He had on 
the whole come well out of the budget 
debate and he still dominates the scene. He 
looks well and when 1 saw him three days 
ago he gave me no hint that he intended to 
resign. His refusal to allow the formation 


of the United Popular Front and his initial 
opposition to the proposals for electoral 
reform arc generally taken to be signs of a 
growing lack of self-confidence, but their 
repercussions arc not so serious as to pre¬ 
vent him remaining in power for as much 
of tiie summer as he wishes so long as Saleh 
Jabr does not actively oppose him. 

1 am sending copies of this despatch to 
His Majesty's Representatives at Cairo* 
Amman. Damascus. Beirut. Jcdda. Tehran. 
To I Aviv Lind Washington and 10 the tread 
of the British Middle East Office, 

1 have* &c. 

J. M. TROUTBEOG 


JT 1906/2 No. 7 


PLANS FOR THE UNIFICATION OF IRAQ AND JORDAN 

t/ . Morrison to Sir 7* Train heck (Bagdadf 


•Nq, 720) Foreign Office. 

(Telegraphic) 22tid July, 1951. 

Regent asked to see Minister of State to¬ 
day and spoke to him about King Abdullah's 
Plans for the unification of Iraq and Jordan 
his death* He recalled the suggestion, 
^iiich lie had rejected, that lie himself should 
become King of Jordan, and said that the 
only possibility would be a union under 
King Faisal In the spring of this year 
AbdulIkih had given hint a draft of a deehra- 
hon announcing his Intention of making 
his heir and the Regent had submitted 
l his to the Iraqi Government. The Liter 
had put forward a counter draft which 
apparently proposed that Fdsat should 
ultimately succeed Abdullah and that for 
l hc next five years steps should be taken to 
l 'hgn the two countries in such a way that 
they could be united on Abdullah's death, 
mnee then the Regent did not know what 
hud happened. Nun Pasha h id telephoned 
t0 him yesterday to ask what had become 
oi the proposal, and the Regent had replied 
Jj la '- he did not know but would doubtless 
hud out on reaching Amman, 

7 Regent said that he did not wish to 
hike any action without our advice and 
approval. He would Li us know what 
emerged at Amman, but the meantime 
would be grateful if we could pass to him 
preliminary observations we might 

have, 

J- Our preliminary view is that union of 
the two countries would have serious 
^percussions in she Middle East as a whole. 


Furthermore there is a danger that our 
position in Jordan might be weakened if 
and when she came under the domination 
of Bagdad. For these reasons we should not 
favour the proposal. 

4* We do not however* wish io influence 
a decision one way or the other; and we 
are therefore instructing Sir A. Kirk bride to 
speak to the Regent on the following 
lines: 

(i) We greatly appreciate his action In 
coming to us for advice* 

(ib The future of the two kingdoms must 
be determined by the wishes of their 
Governments and peoples. We would 
not wish co advise a step that might 
not be endorsed b\ the great 
majority nor would we wish to 
advise against it if union were in 
accordance with the general desire. 

tim We would, however* earnestly hope 
that in considering their next step 
Che two Governments would care¬ 
fully examine and take full account 
of al! possible results not only in their 
own countries, but in the Middle East 
■as. a whole* of effecting a change of 
such importance in ilie structure of 
the Arab Slates as the result of the 
assassination of one of the \n\b 
Rulers* 

5. If, but onl\ if, Nuri Pasha broaches 
the matter with you please reply on the lines 
of paragraph 4 above and inform him chat 
Kirkbridc will speak similarly to the Regent, 
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EQ 1537/94 No. 8 

IRAQ PETROLEUM NEGOTIATIONS 
Sir j, Trout heck to Mr, Morrison, (Received 30 th July) 


(No. 133. Confidential) Bagdad, 

Sir, 25th July, 1951, 

It wsiS have been apparent from my tele¬ 
grams on the latest phase in the negotiations 
between the Iraq Government and the 
representatives of die Iraq Petroleum Corn- 
pan} and its associated companies that the 
prospects for their successful conclusion 
have fluctuated rather violently, a period of 
relatively smooth progress being followed 
first by a sharp set-back and then by a last- 
minute agreement which must, however, still 
he regarded as provisional. 1 now have the 
honour to offer an explanation of these 
il net nations, based on information which I 
and my staff have obtained from members 
of the Council of Regency and the Cabinet. 

2. !he agreement between the Iraqi 
negotiating committee and Mr. Gibson, out¬ 
lined in my telegram No. 579 of 19th July, 
was explained to Nuri Pasha verbally by 
members of the committee and by Dr. 
Nadim Pachacht, Director-General of the 
Ministry of Economies* It appears that the 
Prime Minister refused to be bothered with 
the papers* so that this verbal explanation 
was his only source of information. It is 
not unlikely that, in attempting to convince 
him of the merits of their work, the other 
Ministers put the most favourable possible 
construction on the agreement they had 
reached with ihe companies and glided 
lightly over various phrases qualifying the 
rights of the Government in such a way as 
to provide reasonable safeguards for the 
companies. However that may be, the 
English text of the proposals was not com¬ 
plete until the night oi l 8th July, so that when 
the Council of Ministers met on the morning 
of the 19th the Arabic translation was 
not ready, Nuri Pasha therefore gave the 
Ministers (and the Council of Regency who 
were silting with them* an oral account of 
the terms proposed, and then answered a 
considerable number of questions. I am 
told that the meeting broke up in an atmos¬ 
phere of satisfaction. Early m the after¬ 
noon. however* the Arabic text of the pro¬ 
posals was circulated, and on reading it the 
Ministers found that in many points it con¬ 
tradicted the statements made by Nuri Pasha 
in the morning. Several of them im¬ 
mediately telephoned to him, pointing out 
the discrepancies and virtually accusing him 
of having misled them. Enraged by this 


situation, the Prime Minister appears to have 
apportioned the blame for it more or less 
equally upon his own negotiating committee 
and the representatives of the company, lie 
began by sending for the former, and l am 
told that when it was all over otic of them, 
having driven from one side of Bagdad to 
a friend's house on the other, was still trem¬ 
bling on arrival. Dr. Dhia Jafar, who was 
present at my interview with Nuri Pasha 
on the morning of the 20th (reported in my 
telegram No. 581 of 20th July), assured me 
that Nuri s anger on that occasion was no 
more than the last rumbling of the storm. 

3, It is of interest that one of the questions 
put to Nuri Pasha in the Council of 
Ministers (by Senator Jamil Madfai) was 
whether Iraq would be guaranteed a certain 
minimum revenue even in circumstances in 
which it was not possible to oroduce oil 
from Iraq at all. This question was generally 
understood to mean: 1 If in the event of 
war the Iraq Government is driven into 
exile* will it be able to draw upon the oil 
companies for funds?" As Nuri Pasha is 
convinced that in the event of an early out¬ 
break of hostilities the Iraq Government 
will have to evacuate the country im¬ 
mediately,, this is a question to which be 
himself attaches great importance. He 
answered categorically that the minimum 
guarantee of 20 million sterling, rising to 
25 million sterling in 1955, would be pay¬ 
able in the circumstances envisaged* The 
discovery that these were precisely the cir¬ 
cumstances in which the companies would be 
exempt from making any such payment was 
one of the most serious disappointments in 
store for him and his colleagues. 

4, [he second major disappointment* for 
Nuri Pasha personally, was the text of the 
proposed exchange of letters dealing with 
the situation which would arise if any neigh¬ 
bouring country should obtain by agreement 
with an oil company a higher average 
revenue per ion of crude petroleum than 
Iraq. The Prime Minister has consistently* 
in the face of Warnings from the company, 
asserted that he would obtain tin assurance 
that, if Persia should obtain a higher rate 
per ton, the Iraqi revenue would auto¬ 
matically rise to the same level. This 
assurance Ihe companies were naturally not 
prepared to give. The most they could say 
was that if a neighbouring country obtained 
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a belter rate they would immediately discuss 
the situation with the Iraq Government. 

5. As reported in my telegram No* 581, 
Dr. Dhia Jafar came to see me on the eve¬ 
ning of the 20th and offered his services in an 
attempt to restore the situation. By that 
time news had reached Bagdad of the assas¬ 
sination of King Abdullah, and it was 
evident that the Prime Minister would not 
be able to give any further attention to the 
oil question for a day or two. At the same 
time Mr. Gibson was due to leave Bagdad 
earh on the morning of the 23rd and the 
gold case was to open fa London on the 
same day. There was thus a very narrow 
space of time in which something might be 
done. Mr. Gibson agreed at once with the 
suggestion that he should make contact with 
Dr. DhLi Jafar* and a great part of Saturday 
and Sunday, 21st and 22nd July,Was spent in 
negotiations. During this period both 
sides kept Lhi*s embassy informed of develop¬ 
ments, At 5 o'clock on the afternoon of the 
22nd Dr. Dhia Jafar rang up my counsellor 
to say that agreement had been reached, 
tour department wilt have received from 
the head office of the companies in London 
l-ic (ext of the amendments to the com¬ 
panies' offer which w r ere agreed upon in the 
course of these discussions (please see also 
niv Savingram No. 44 of to-day s date}. The 
Principal additional concessions made by the 
companies were to increase the royalty pay¬ 
out in the case of ihe Basra Petroleum 
Company from the equivalent of 25 per cent. 
Jo the equivalent of 33$ per cent* of oil in 
Kind free at seaboard: to estimate the sea¬ 
board value of Basra oil at 78*. 6cL per ton 
Mislead of 73s.; and to undertake that* in 
C| re u instances in which the production of oil 
vv as impossible, the Iraq Government would 
i ^cnheless receive a minimum income of 
^ million sterling per annum for two years. 

! same time Mr, Gibson undertook that 

0t1 ratification of the agreement the com¬ 
panies would make a special payment of 
- million sterling to the Government in full 
satisfaction of certain specified financial 
obligations under the existing conventions* 
^ the conclusion of these supplementary 
negotiations. both parlies sent telegrams to 
tor lawyers in London Instructing them to 
^PNy for the indefinite postponement of the 
raq Government’s action relating to the 
G old Case. 

I* 6 ^ Dhia Jafar, who has conducted 
Gse last discussions with great energy and 
enacity, claims that the members of the 
0v erronent present in Bagdad are prepared 


to endorse the agreement as amended. He 
has also told my counsellor that he will be 
obliged to resign if Nuri Pasha does not 
accept it. He does not exclude, however, the 
possibility that Nuri may ask for some 
changes of drafting, and he betrays a cer¬ 
tain anxiety about the draft exchange of 
letters on the effect of possible future agree¬ 
ments in neighbouring countries. This now 
exists in two alternative forms, approved 
by Mr, Gibson before he left. In one of 
these the Iraqi claim is asserted more pre¬ 
cisely and the companies 1 reply is conse¬ 
quently less positive; but the effect of both 
is that discussions would take place at once 
if Iraq's average revenue per ton were 
exceeded under any agreement reached in 
Persia or another Middle Eastern country* 

7. We must now await Nuri Pasha's 
return from Amman and his reaction to the 
revised proposals. After the ups and downs 
of Iasi week 1 hesitate to prophesy what 
it will be.. But ihe Prime Minister will pre¬ 
sumably be influenced by the fact that his 
policy will appear remarkably incoherent if. 
after the gold case has been suspended, no 
settlement is reached. 

8, In conclusion, 1 should like to say how 
impressed I have been b\ the clarity of pur¬ 
pose and flexibility of handling which 
Mr. Gibson has shown in these negotiations* 
He lias, indeed, had to negotiate in circum¬ 
stances of greil difficulty, During the entire 
series of talks in May June he found it 
difficult (o get proper attention from the 
Iraqi authorities who were all absorbed in 
their parliamentary duties and were then 
in am case reluctant to conclude anv agree¬ 
ment until the Persian situation had become 
clearer. When he returned this month he 
was given a preliminary interview by Nuri 
Pasha, who then entrusted, the discussion to 
the negotiating committee. Eventually 
agreement with them was reached, only to 
he immediately upset bv Nuri in a tempest 
of fury. Even when all allowances arc made 
for the temperamental idiosyncrasies of the 
great, it is difficult to avoid the conclusion 
that Nuri Pasha’s treatment of the delega¬ 
tion was outrageous. He may have had legiti¬ 
mate grievances against the companies in the 
past, hut that cannot excuse his recent 
handling of the question. 

I am sending copies of this despatch to 
His Majesty’s Representatives at Washing¬ 
ton and Tehran and to the Head of the 
British Middle East Office 
I have. Si c, 

J. M. TROUTBECK 
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EQ 1941/24 No. 9 

CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND 

THE REGENT OF IRAQ 

Relationship between Iraq and Jordan 

Mr. Morrison to Sir J. T rout heck {Bagdad) 


(No. 168, Confident!) Foreign Office. 
Sir, 14 tii August, 1951. 

Before the luncheon which 1 gave in his 
hem our to-day. i had a private talk with the 
Regent of Iraq. We both expressed satis¬ 
faction that agreement between the Iraqi 
Government and the Iraq Petroleum Com¬ 
pany had been reached on the oil question - 

2. After we had expressed our sorrow 
about the assassination of King Abdullah 
of Jordan, the Regent spoke to me very 
earnestly about the relationship between 
Iraq and Jordan. He recalled that towards 
the CEtd of his life King Abdullah had in¬ 
formed the Regent that unhappily he had 
little faith in the ability of either of his two 
sons as possible successors to the Throne 
of Jordan. He had, however, had great 
faith in the integrity and ability of the 
Regent of Iraq; and King Abdullah had said 
that he was anxious that there should be a 
common monarchy for both countries, and 
that the Regent of Iraq should be that 
monarch. I "gathered that it was intended 
that certain services should be fused over a 
period, and that the question of actual 
amalgamation of the two countries would 
become ripe for consideration in five years 
or so, His Royal Highness told me that he 
had respectfully declined the suggestion that 
he should become King, for he had no such 
ambition. Moreover, his Regency was 
temporary and he was only acting on behalf 
of King Fcisal of Iraq. He therefore urged 
King Abdullah to make such constitutional 
dispositions as would lead to the young King 
Fcisal succeeding to the common throne in 
due course, if and when unhappily King 
Abdullah died. Things had been left in this 
uncertain state,and he himself had been criti¬ 
cised bv King Abdullah, through friends, 
for not having followed the matter up Bui 
the Regent took the view that if a gentleman 
offered a gift in certain circumstances it was 
not appropriate for the recipient to be seen 
running around collecting the gift, and in 
am case he did not feel able to accept it in 
the form proffered. Unhappily King 
Abdullah had been assassinated before ever 
the agreement had been consummated-, and 
the difficulty was obvious, 1 agreed that 


this had resulted in a difficult situation. So 
far as His Majesty’s Government were con¬ 
cerned, we were not disposed to intervene 
one way or the other; for whatever happened 
there might be controversy, and such con¬ 
troversy might create difficulties for us, 
particularly if it was believed that we had 
been intriguing. 

3. On the other hand, the Regent, while 
stressing the delicacy of his position and his 
Sack of any personal ambitions in the matter, 
said that, if His Majesty's Government took 
the line that, whatever the two parties wished 
to do. they would not create difficulties and 
that they Held no strong opinions about the 
matter, people would interpret St as meaning 
that we did not wish the merger to lake 
place. Thai in itself might put us into a 
difficult position, not free from controversy. 
Jordan was a small country in a not easy 
position, partly owing to the difficulties 
about the refugees and partly because it had 
a common frontier with Israel If the mer¬ 
ger took place it would mean that Iraq 
would have to sacrifice some of its revenues, 
which Happily would be increased under the 
new oil agreement, to help Jordan economi¬ 
cally, but that was a sacrifice which he felt 
that Iraq would be prepared to make in the 
common interest. Clearly it was the wish 
of the Regent that I should be sympathetic 
about such a possible merger. I told him 
that I had listened to him with the utmost 
interest, and that he might be sure that I 
would pay respectful attention to his views 
and keep what he had told me in mind. 

4. I sought to draw His Royal Highness 
on t!ie question of our relations with Egypt, 
including the dispute about the Sue/ Canal, 
but it was clear that he was unwilling to keep 
on the subject for lone, and very quickly he 
got back to Jordan and Iraq. He seemed 
a little shocked at the idea that some Arab 
countries might be critical of the proposed 
merger, but he admitted that in the case of 
Syria she herself had ambitions, 

5. I did not mention the attitude of Israel 
to the development he had in mind, though T 
did later stress the desirability of ending the 
state df war between Israel and the Arab 
States, seeing that the armistice had lasted 
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two years and was causing us and others 
a fair amount of inconvenience. Moreover, 
1 said that the fact had to be accepted that 
Israel was in the Middle East to slay. and. 
if it should prove possible, it was desirable 
that there should be good relations between 
Israel and the Arab countries, with all of 
which it was our wish to be friendly. He 


was not too shocked about this, but neither 
was he too optimistic. 

6. I am sending copies of this despatch 
to His Majesty's Representatives at Amman, 
Damascus, Ikirut, l ei Aviv, Alexandria and 
to the British Middle East Office (Cairo). 

I am, &c. 

HERBERT MORRISON. 


EQ 1017/9 No. JO 

CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND 

THE IRAQI AMBASSADOR 

Situation in the Middle East 

A Jr. Eden to Mr. Beetey {Bagdad) 


(No. 232. Confidential) Foreign Office, 
Sir, 30rii October, 1951. 

The Iraqi Ambassador called on me this 
morning to pay his courtesy call, Hts 
Excellency showed considerable concern at 
the situation in the Middle East and scented, 
1 thought, unduly optimistic as to what I 
could do about it! The Ambassador traced 
much of the trouble to the Arab League, 
Which he attacked strongly, and to A^zam 
Fasha, He said that Iraq was continually 
being dragged into policies which she did not 
want to pursue by virtue of her membership 
of the A rab League. Ou r origina I idea when 
we started the League had been to create an 
instrument for the eo-operation of the Arab 
States, but it had not worked oul that way. 
Rather the tendency was for extremist poli¬ 
cies to be propounded and for the wiser of 
the Arab States to be pushed or cajoled to 
carry them through. 

2- The Ambassador asked me what my 
present intentions were about the Middle 
East in general, and I replied that first of all 
We and the Americans and the French must 


be sure that we had a common policy and 
were agreed on methods of pursuing it. I 
hoped to make some progress along these 
lines when I saw Mr. Acheron in Paris, The 
French would no doubt share our views, 
and on this foundation we would try to 
build, it was essential that no one in the 
Middle East should think that they could 
play us off against the Americans or vice 
versa, as they had done so successfully in 
Persia, 

5. His Excellency warmly concurred, and 
asked if he could give a message to the 
Prince Regent, I said he certainly could, 
and that I hoped the Prince Regent would 
be in good heart, for wc were getting to 
work to try to build up a firm policy in the 
Middle East. 

4, I am sending copies of this despatch to 
His Majesty's Representatives at Washing¬ 
ton. Paris, Cairo, Amman, led da. R.M.E.O,, 
Tel Aviv, Damascus, Beirut, Tehran and 
Ankara. 

I am. $lc. 

ANTHONY EDEN 


EY 1015/64 No. 11 

IRAQ AND THE SH1SHAKLI REGIME IN SYRIA 


Sir J. Tmuf heck to Mr , Eden. 

I No. 951) Bagdad, 

I Tdugra phic) 1 J /b December , 1 95 L 

Damascus telegram No. 389; Syria. 
To-morrow being Friday, I informed the 
Iraqi Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs of 
diis recommendation this morning. He 
^pressed grave disquiet particularly on the 
43213 * 


[Received 13r/i December, 1951 1 

ground of the precedent that the proposed 
action would create. He feared that if 
Shishakli found he could get away with 
things so easily, army officers in other Arab 
States would be templed to follow his 
example. The greatest danger was. he 
thought, in Jordan, but m Iraq too there 
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were ambitious officers, despite all the efforts 
lie 3iad long been making lo keep the army 
out of politics. He was convinced that 1-hs 
Majesty's Government, whose interest in the 
stability 1 of the Middle East was as great as 
Iraq's, would make a serious mistake if the) 
were stow to open normal relations with this 
military adventurer who had just pm mem¬ 


bers of the legitimate Government in prison 
and overthrown the legal President, 

2. His Excellency was quite unshaken by 
the explanation l gave to be the reasons for 
our contemplated action, l finally promised 
to report his slews to you immediately, but 
expressed some doubt whether they would 
reach you in time to influence your decision. 


EQ 1052/34 No, 12 

CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE 

REGENT OF IRAQ 

f I) Egypt: 12) Transjordan ; |3) Syria ; (4) Iraq 
Mr. Eden to Sir J. Trout heck {Bagdad) 


(No, 263. Confidential) Foreign Office, 

Sir, 14r/r December, 1951. 

At his request I called on the Regent of 
Iraq this morning, and he said he had four 
topics he wished to mention. 

2. First, Egypt. 1 gave His Royal High¬ 
ness an account of how matters stood. His 
Royal Highness had asked how long Egypt’s 
refusal Weis going to hold up plans for the 
Middle East Command, Was it not possible 
to go ahead with others? I said l thought 
that so far as Iraq was concerned progress 
was, in fact being made, and that prepara¬ 
tions both in equipment and in organisation 
of I raq's forces had been going ahead. The 
Regent said this was so, but that Iraq was 
anxious to secure certain armaments from 
the United States, which he quite under¬ 
stood we were not in a position to provide. 
He thought it reasonable to ask that Iraq 
should he placed by the Americans on the 
same footing as Turkey. I said that, so 
far as economic help was concerned, the 
Americans had recently sent out a new 
Ambassador-jit-Large. Mr. Edwin Locke, 
The Vrab refugee problem was one of those 
with which Mr. Locke had been instructed 
to help, I was much impressed by him. 
and hoped that His Royal Highness would 
be able to see him in Iraq, and give him all 
the help he could, (See my despatch to 
Middle East Posts of 18th December, 
No. 264 to you.) The Regent said he would 
be very glad to see him. 

3, The Regent next raised the position in 
Transjordan. He said that he was afraid 
that King fatal was too suspicious of others, 
and was very liable to change his mind. I 
said this was hardly unusual in a young 
ruler. The Regent then gave me some 
account of the family estates in Egypt, and 


the question of appointing a successor to 
King Abdullah to look after them. He 
maintained that King Talal had asked him 
to do this, and then had later nominated 
himself, ‘he Regent expressed his hope 
that Mr. Furlonge would be able to estab¬ 
lish dose and friendly relations with King 
TalaL and to persuade him of the friendly 
intentions of the Regent also. 1 said that 
! had heard that King Talal had recently 
been staying with King Ibri Saud, and that 
he had been well during the visit. The 
Prince Regent did not, however, appear 
willing to be shaken in his pessimistic view, 
and said that if King Talal was not able to 
fulfil his task the family would have to 
consider what could be done about him. 1 
made no comment. 

4, The Regent next raised Syria, and said 
that the view in Iraq was that the French 
had encouraged the recent coup d’EtsU by 
Colonel Shishakli, Nuri Pasha had wisely 
called an nil-party meeting in Iraq to con* 
sider the sit nation, and the unanimous view 
there was that Iraq should not recognise. 
I said this was, of course, entirely a matter 
for Iraq to deckle. We had been in discus¬ 
sion with Turkey. France and the United 
States, and ! understood that we had all 
agreed that recognition could no longer be 
withheld, His Royal Highness said that the 
Turkish Ambassador here had shown some 
concern at the new Syrian rdgime, which 
was in fact a military dictatorship, l said 
I understood, however, that Turkey shared 
our view about recognition. His Royal 
Highness said that in 1941 by our interven¬ 
tion we had been able lo stop the develop¬ 
ment of a similar form of military rule in 
Iraq. He feared it might become a con¬ 
tinuing experience in Syria. 


5. Finally, the Prince Regent said that 
he thought it might be useful if when he got 
back to Bagdad he could arrange meetings 
between you and some of the Opposition 
leaders. He thought they might be shy of 
meeting you direct. On the other hand, he 
thought it desirable that a contact should be 
formed. I thanked His Royal Highness, 
and asked how Nuri Pasha would view any¬ 


thing of that kind. He said he was sure 
N uri would welcome it. 

6. 1 am sending copies of this despatch 
to His Majesty's Representatives at Amman. 
Ankara, Cairo* Damascus* Paris and Wash¬ 
ington, and lo the Head of the British 
Middle East Office. Fayid. 

I am, &c* 

ANTHONY EDEN. 
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EQ 1012/1 No ’ 13 

LEADING PERSONALITIES in mAQ 

Sir J. Trmtfheck to Mr. Morrison. \ Received 2}nl July) 


(No. 125. Confidential) Bagdad, 

Sir, mh July, \9Si. 

\\ iih reference to Sir Henry Mack s des* 
patch No. 3 54 of 1st July, 1 have the honour 
to transmit herein a report on Leading Per¬ 
sonalities of Iraq as at 1st July, 1951. 

I have, See. 

J. M. TRQUTBECK, 


Enclosure 

Ln *a4j n ; fit Iraq 

Royal Family 
L King Faisal I I. 

2. Abdul 9lah. His Royal Highness the Amir 
X Zaid. His Royal Highness the Amir. 

4. Hussein Nnsir. 

Or U lit PbHSnSAimtS 

1. Abbas Mahdi. 

2. Abdul Amir .±1 t/ii. 

3. Abdul Fcttah Ibrahim. 

4. Abdul Uadi Chula hi. 

5. Abdul Hudi Dluhir. 

6. AhduJ Hadi Pachaehi, 

7. Abdul ILiiU Haftdh. 

8. Abdul Jabbar ChaiabL 

9. Abdul Karim al Um 

10. Abdul M ihctt iSaiyid), 

11. Abdul Majid Mahmud. 

12. Abdul Oadir Outlaid. 

13. Abdul Rahman Jaudat 

14. Abdul Rua^aq al DhaMr. 

15. Ahdul Wahhub Mahmud, 

16. Abdul Wflhhah Mufkit. 

17. Abdul Wahid a! Haj Skkar (Sheikh), 

IS, .Abdull.<d Damluji. 

IP, Abdullah Ouvrfh 

20. Ahmad a I Ajil. 

21. Ahmad. Sheikh <■! BaHUn. 

22. Ahmad Mukhtar R.ihatt, 

23. Ahmad *1 Rawi 

24. Akrtin Musblaq, 

25. Aii Haidar Sufciiiuun, 

26. All Jau’cJai at'Ayjubi, 

27. Ah KhkiliJ a! Hajari. CRE, 

28 Aii Mahmud Sheikh All. 

29. Aii Mumiu al Dnftan 

30. Mi ol Sharqi. 

31. Alwan Husain, C.B.U- 
32 An had A Imaii, K.B.E. 

33. A$fo« a) Naqib, Say id. 

34. Ala Amin. , , r _ 

35. \m Sheiif (Abdul Aaz bin Shenf bin 

Abdul Majid). 

36. liaki Aii Shaikh Mahmud- 

37. Babtkr Ay ha T Selim. 
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3S. liaha Ld Din Nuri. 

34, Darwish a I Haidari. 

40. Daud al Haidari. 

4|. Dhia J a Tar. 

42 FadhiJ Jamali. 

43. i-’ajq Sanurrai, 

44. Gha/j Daghestan i. 

45. Hamid A Nnqib. 

46. Haduni Jawad. 

47. Hainan Sami Tatar, 

48. Hussiri at labbani, 

49. Hazim Shctmhn Agha, 

50. HLfcmai SitfatmaiL 

51. Hussain Fauri, 

52. Hussain Jamil. 

53. Ibrahim AUf al Alusi. 

54. Ibrahim Saleh al Kabir, 

55- Ismail N'nmiq, K.B.F. 

56 b i nail SafwaL 

57. ia'liii lb. r, Hindi, 

58. Jala I Babin, 

5 L| . Jamal Babm 

6t>. Jamal Umar NadhroL 
si 1 Jamil Ahdul Wahhub. 

62. Jamil Madia i. 

63, Jamil at Urfali. 

64. Kamil ChadcrdLii, 

65, Khalil Ismail. 

6* Khalil Karma 

67, Mahmud Agha Hajji Rasul. 

Mahmud Agha /dbari, 

69. Mahmud I Sheikh Said; Sheikh. 

70. Ms hill Hid Subhi I>a( tari. 

71. Mahrui ul HadbdbaU Sheikh, 

72. Majid Mustafa. 

73. Mat Shimuit. 

74. Matuud Mukhlis. 

75. Muiffaq ul Alusi 

76. Mudhultar Ahmad. 

77. Mniummad Aii Mahmud. 

78. Muhammad tfassan Kubba 

79. Muh I Hi mad Hussain Hadid, 

mi Muhammad Hii'.-oin al Kashif al Ghila. 

81. Muhammad Mahdi Kuha. 

82. Muhammad Rid ha Slmb-ibi. 

S3. Muhammad Said Qazzfiq. 

84. Muhammad al Sadr (Salyidj. 

85. Muhammad Sadiq Shenshal 

86. Muhiimuiad Salim al Radhi, 

87. Mulia Mustafa, 

88. Musa Shnhandar, 

HP Mur.Uifa at Umart. 

P0. MuKthim Amin al Paehadti, 

Pi, HudUf Shinvi 

p 2. Nad ini Shakir st fachachi. 

93. Naji al AslL 

94. Naii Shmikau 

95. Ha jib al Rnwi. 

96. N asrat a I Farisi. 

97. Nuri at Oadhi. 

98 Nuri Sfl id. 

99. Nuruddin Mahmud. 

100 Rafail Pet ms Built 








101. Ra-hid Ali al Gailui. 

102. Rauf 3 ] BahranL 
30L R.iuT al Chadirchi. 

104. Sa'ad Umar. 

105 Sadiq al Ba.-oam, 

U>6. Said Haijqi. 

107. Saleh Jabr, K.B.E, 

108. Salih Saib al Jubburi. 

|[.W. Salcmn Sheikh Dauti 
]]i,>. Saitii Faltah. 

lit. Sami Stokat 
112. Shakir al Wadi* M V O. 

11], D'. Shawfcat al Zihawi. 

114. Taha ,iL Hashcitti, 

115- Tuluiin Qadn. K.C.V.O. 

116. Tawfiq at Naib. 

117. Tauliq Suwcidi- 

118. Tawtiq Wahbi Ma'ruf. C.B.E 

119. Umar Nadlimi.. 

120. Yahya Cta-s&im 

121 - YuiuT Abdullah al Gatlani (Saiyid). 


Ijadiig Pcrsnnalitic* in. Iraq 
Tin- Royal Family 
1, King Fatal 11 

Bom in Bagdad on 2nd May, 1935, the son of King 
Chari and a sister of the Amir Abdul llah, He 
succeeded to the throne on the death of h:.c father on 
3rd April, 1939* 

During the Rashid All rebellion in May 1941 he 
and his mother were at first confined at Qasr Zuhur 
on the outskirts of Bagdad but were removed to the 
summer pa bee at Pir Mum just before the collapse 
und flight of the rebel Government. 

The King spent his summer holidays in Egypt in 
1943 and 1944 and m England in 1946. where he 
5 trended ihe Victory Celebrations and was the guest 
id the King and Queen at Buckingham Pakec. 

Mis early education was directed by an English 
governess who was succeeded by an English tutor 10 
1446. In 1947 he went to Sandroyd Preparatory 
School and entered Harrow, hss father's old school, m 
Mav (949. He -pent the vummef holidays of IWB 
and the Faster holidays of 3950 in Iraq, In 1950 
he was given a notably warm welcome by the people 
and the opportunity was taken for him to visit a 
number of important provincial centres. He came 
to Iraq in the autumn of 1950 with his mother anti 
returned to Harrow seven weeks after her death in 
December 1950. 

The King has a tendency to asthma, but hiv health 
ha- unproved during the hi?*l few year.’.. He is 
intelligent and welNaianncicd and is said to be doing 
well at Harrow, lie in- very popular in Iraq- 


2. \bdul Huh, Hk Royal Highness the Amir 

Born in the Hejaz in 1912, the only son of the laic 
King All ex-King of the Hcjaz. He came to Bagdad 
with his father iri 1926 after I bn Sand had expelled 
the laticf from the Hejaz. He was educated privately 
and at Victoria College, Alexandria. He became 
Regent on the death of his cousin King Ghazi in 
April 1939. 

During the Cabinet crisis of January 1941 which 
led in tht fall of R.tshid Ali’s Cabinet, he 
endeavoured to resrit the Prime Minister’s demands 
for the appointment of new Ministers, hut lied to 
Diwaniyuh t.i escape the threats to his life made by 
four aims officers Salah-ud-difl Sabbath, Kamil 
ShabiK Fahrni Said and Mahmud Salman Rashid 
Ah thereupon resigned ami Taha al Hn-hmii 
succeeded him T he Rcgenl then returned to the 
capital. 


During the night of Ui April the four army officers 
already mentioned occupied Bagdad w ith, their troops 
und went to the Palace to demand the resignation of 
Tafta al Hindu mi and the appointment of Rashid ALj 
as. Prime Minister. The Regent was, however, warned 
in time, eluded them and took refuge in the American 
Legation. Thence he was smuggled to Ehbbaniya 
on 2nd April and flown to Basra. On instructions 
from Bagel .id, the Qlliccr Commanding. Iraq Army. 
hi Basra attempted to arrest the Regent, who look 
refuge on board of one of His Majesty's ships. By 
now any hope of rallying support for his cause in the 
south had been lost. On J6tfi April lac was flown to 
Jerusalem, together with Ali Jauckt and Jamil 
Madfaj. who had meanwhile joined him at Basra, 
During tIre hostilities in May. the Regent remained 
in Palestine, He returned ip Bagdad on 1st June, 
after the collapse of Rashid All's regime and was 
welcomed by a large gathering of officials, notables 
and well-wishers. 

In November 3943 he was declared Har to the 
Throne under the provisions of an a mend mem to the 
Organic La w passed in October. 

lit December 1943 the Regent paid an extensive 
visit to the Foiled Kingdom at the invitation of Hj-> 
Majesty's Government. For three days he was a 
guest of Their Majestic* the King and Queen at 
Buckingham Palace. During 1944 the Regent toured 
extensively within rile country and paid particular 
attention to the army manoeuvres; which he constantly 
attended. In June he visited Alexandria* reluming 
parly in July, and in September he again visited 
Transjordan and Egypt. He paid a second brief 
visit to Transjordan in February 1945, 

In May 1945 he left on an official visit to the 
United States, returning via Canada and Great Britain, 
In London he was twice received by the King, met 
tlie Prime Minister and members of the Cabinet ami 
attended the Victory Dinnksgiving Service, He also 
visited the occupied urea of Germany* He returned 
via France and Italy, whence he proceeded on an 
official visit to the President of the Turkish Republic 
before ret unting to Iraq in September. 

The Recent visited London in the summer of both 
1946 and 1947, In 1946 lie attended the Victory 
Celebrations on 8th June, ami in 1947 he paid official 
visits to France and Belgium as well as to London, 
He and Nuri Pavhii held informal discussions with 
Utc Foreign Office in September 1947 about the Iraq 
Government's desire to replace the 1930 Treaty, He 
was therefore to sonic extern committed personally 
to the terms of the Ports mouth Treaty and was 
placed in a difficult position by Lite demonstrations 
against it in Bagdad in January 1948. He did not 
extricate himself from this position with uiidiminkhcd 
credit. 

In 1948 lie took 1 personal part in die unsuccessful 
attempts to unify the war effort of the Arab Stales 
against Israel and paid a number of visits to the 
Iraq Army in Palestine, He paid a Stale Vi&u to the 
Shah of Perak in June 1949 and visited England later 
in the $ummer. 

He again visited England in the summer of 1950 
when his, sister became seriously ill and had to enter 
hospital. He returned to England tn the autumn to 
arrange for the Queen Mother's journey to Iraq. 
In the Iasi few months of the year he was pre¬ 
occupied with his bister's declining health. Shortly 
before her death he Hew with his mother and sisters 
to the He jar where they visited Mecca, He relumed 
to Iraq the same day. He accompanied the King 
to England in February 1951 und returned after six 
weeks. He again left the country at the end of May 
mi .1 short visit to Amman 

The Regent is an intelligent man with an excellent 
memory. He has a shy charm of manner and his 
natural judgment is good. But Ins will is abnormally 
weak and he can seldom withstand either his own 


passions or the pressure of others. He tries 10 take 
his duties seriously and he is genuinely anxious to 
band over the monarchy unimpaired in strength and 
reputation to his nephew the King, but he is easily 
discouraged or intimidated. He Is much inline need 
by his mother. 

He is basically uninterested in adnirs of State and 
does not identify himself wiili die progress and 
aspiration* of his people, whose interest he seems 
6' regird as distinct from those of ihe Royal Family, 
He feels more at home with Englishmen than with 
Iraqis and his recreations are those of the Lngli-h. 
He maims ms a large racing 5 table, supports a pack of 
hounds and breeds pheasants and spaniels. He l* 
irresponsibly extravagant, and in 1945 spent over 
S200.030 in the United States; on jewellery. He is also 
believed to have invested heavily, at the cost of grave 
indebtedness, in speculative industrial enterprises in 
Bagdad. 

His Regency has been ;t troubled one and he ha* 
twice been forced to flee from Bagdad. These expedi¬ 
ences have impelled him to make a real etlort to obtain 
the personal loyalty of the Army, in which he has had 
some limited success. But These experiences have 
also implanted in him a deep distrust of his people 
and a determination to keep in his own hands a* 
much power and patronage as possible. His fears 
cause him Ec interfere in details or Government 
policy and administration, particularly in the appoint¬ 
ment- of oflkiaLsaitrf the choice of Government candi¬ 
dates for Parliament, He will never allow a Prime 
Minister a completely .free hand in the selection of 
his Ministers. At the same lime his indolence makes 
him neglect the higher direction of policy. He seldom 
reads Suit papers unless the> have direct connexion 
with (he position of [he lisshmiite House. 

He has twice been married. Firsl m 1936 to the 
daughter of Sulah-aFDin Fauzj Beg of Cairo, whom 
he divorced in 1940, anti secondly to another 
Egyptian lady Mile, Faiza Tarahulsi in November 
1948, whom he divorced in 1950, Stork* about his 
dissipations circulate, Hu speaks very good English- 

Hc was made an Honorary Air Commodore in the 
Royal \li force in Sept mber 1943, w.is appointed 
Honorary G.C.M.G. in 1942 and Honorary GC.V.O, 
with the award of the Royal Victorian Collar in 1943. 

X ZsiiiL His Kronl Highm-s the Amir 

Born at Istanbul 1900, he is the youngest son of the 
late King Hus*sln of the Hej;»/ and a half brother to 
the late Kings All of 1 Ivjai and Faisal E of Iraq, and 
to King Abdullah of Jordan, His mother was n Turk. 

He was educated at Istanbul. He served with ihe 
Shari fia ei forces during the first world war and won 
1 he good opinion of British officers. He was 
appointed an Honorary G.R.E for his services. 

He came to Iraq in 1922 and was commissioned in 
the Iraqi cavalry He acted as Regent for a short 
tunc during King FaisaF* absence in 1924, From 1925 
(o |u28 he studied agriculture at Oxford and from 
I92H to 1931 he lived in Cyprus where his father had 
retired after being driven from the Heja/ by Ibn Saud. 

After ihe death of King Hussein in 193] the Amir 
Zaid was appnintctl Iraqi Minister at Ankara in 
January 1932. He wav transferred lo Cairo in 1934, 
owing to the scandal caused by the marriage of hi> 
sister 10 AtUi Amin by.v.i, but he refused to accept 
this appoinimenl At the end of 1914 he was engaged, 
in litigation in Athens about properties w-lnch he 
claimto have inherited in Greece. He was 
appointed Iraqi Minister al lAerlm m September 1935. 
In 1937 he was recalled for enquiries into allegations 
that he had used his position to give false certificates 
for arms destined for Spain. He survived the 
enquiry and returned to Berfin. EL- was withdrawn 
from Berlin in ihe spring of 1978 and remained in 
Iraq unlit the summer of 1939 when he went to live 
a 1 Istanbul 
42637 


ftl 1933 he had married a Turkish Lady who had 
been divorced by her previous husband. This 
mesailUmcr was the main reason for his not bring 
made Regent on the death of King Ghazi in 1939. 

He came to Bagdad in October 1941 to meet the 
Amir Abdullah who paid a state usit lo Iraq in rim 
In June 1^42 he returned tu Turkey, which 
remained his home until he was appointed the first 
Iraqi Ambassador in London in 1946, 

In 1943. 1945* I L i4o, 1949 and 1950 he came to 
Iraq to act us Regent during the absences of me 
Armr Abdul llah. 


The Amir Zuid :$ 1 friendly .oid wcITniannered 
man, He is a shrewd observer who lakes a detached 
and; cynical view of Iraqi and Arab politics. Although 
he lazy, dislikes respoftsibihiy, and i^ .1 heavy 
drinker, he would probably have made a more 
successful Regent than his cousin Abdul Hah, He 
speaks English and Turkish in addition to Arabic, 
His wife has had some success as an artist, having 
held exhibitions of her paintings in London and in 
Laris, but she is seldom seen in Iraq. 


4. liu-svin Nftsir 

A cousin of Ihe King and of the Regent, with die 
style of “ Highness" 

He was educated in Istanbul during the 1914-18 
war. From 1935 to 1938 he was attached, to the 
Iraqi Legation at Ankara and later held an appoint¬ 
ment in the Royal Palace at Bagdad. Iraqi Consul in 
Jerusalem from 194^ to 1945. 

He i* married to a daughter of King Abdullah of 
Jordan, whose service he entered in 1948, He was 
appointed Jordan Minister al Ankara in December 
1948 

A good humoured, genial and friendly man with¬ 
out much ability or personality, 


Other Pcnonjililio 

1. Abbas Maltdi 

Shia. Born 1898. Served in the Head Post Office, 
the Iraqi Legation at Tehran and the Ministry 
of Education Minister of Education 1932- 33, 
Minister of Economics and Communications in 
Jamil Madfni's Cabinet in 39H. Director-General of 
Tapu L934. Master of Ceremonies al the Palace 
1937, Minister of Economic* and Communication 
1937 38. in the Cabinets of Hikmat Sukiman and 
Jamil Miidfai. Appokited Principal Private Secretary 
at the Royal Paiace in 1 uTy 194 L 

Minister at Tehran 1943-45. Appointed first Iraqi 
Minister in Moscow in 1945. Wa.v made senator in 
1944. after his final return from Moscow. Fie played 
a prominent part in opporiegthe policy of Nuri Said’s 
government in ihe Senate in 1931. 

2. Abdul Amir m! Uxri 

Born 1899 ;ti Kadhmlain of the well-known 8h:,i 
landowning family. Brother of Abdul Karim al Uxri 
fav\ Educated Bagdad and United Stales, I>.Sc. 
Michigan University Appointed engineer in 
Diirectoratc-Gcn eral or Irrigation 1929 and rove to 
\:s>islant Director-Gen,Til in 1941 

Minister of Communnations and Works, in IFundi 
Pnebachi'v Cabinet of 1944 Minister of Supply for a 
month in August 1944 and then returned to Com¬ 
munications and Work-, Appointed Director- 
General of Irrigation 19443 lie resigned this post tn 
November !95ti on bciru appointed a memher of the 
Development Board 

5. Abdul Fatiah Ibrahim 

Sunni, bom Bagdad 1906 Educated in Bagdad 
and at the American UnAemty of Beirut, where he 
wav infected bv rammunism. A 'eachcr from 1934 
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□awards, he was appointed inspector in the Ministry 
of Education in [943 but resigned in 1945 when he 
was transferred to Basra as Director of Education. 
Since then he lias been director of the Rahiia Press, 
which, publishes Leftist literature, and is now losing 
money, 

Founder of the National Unity Party i Hicta j| 
Jitihad al Watani), he (ms always been sympathetic to 
communism, and w'heti he wa* a teacher he w as often 
reported as spreading communism among student*. 
Fiisi name has not, however* been connected with 
those tried since 1947 for underground Communist 
activity. 

4. Abdul Uadi Chalaht 

Shia of k.idhimam. Horn f la gild 1845, the sera ol 
a w ealthy landowner. 

Deputy for Bagdad J9J4 and again in 1935. 
Minister of Communications sod Works in the 
Cabinet of Arshad al Umiri 1946. Appointed 
Senator in June 1947 and elected First Vice-President, 
of the Semite in February 1950. 

In politics he supports Saleh Jabr and Xuri Said, 
but he is more interested In businew. He i> probably 
the largest corn broker in the country and many 
agriciiliuraliaL-i arc heavily indebted to him. He made 
big protits from the export of barky at the inflated 
prices ruling in Greece and Italy in 1947, and was 
attacked in the press far obtaining more than Ills 
shard of export licences through Saleh Jabr who was 
then Prime Minister 

Stool and unattractive in appearance, he is good 
company but speaks Arabic and Persian only. He 
is a philanthropist. His wife appears in public. 

5. Abdul l);di a I Dltahir 

Bagdad Shia. bora about 1909. whose wealth 
derives mainly front property in tin* city of Bagdad. 
Interested m politics, bui too rich to need to work, 
be twice entered Government sen ice and twice 
resigned after two or three years He har, often been 
a. Deputy and has intcrmiitcnily practised as a lawyer. 
As Mutasarrif of I filla from 194.1 to i 444 lie showed 
himself an experivnerd and honest but last} 
admin J.'itraior. 

He has a clear mind* but though by nature tillable 
and moderate, he has in recoil years, been under the 
iniluence of Ins more energetic and fanatic younger 
brother Abdul Raz/aq i./.i .i. 

He was Minister of Economics in Tawfiq Suwaidf s 
Cabinet in 194ft and is a bitter opponent uF Nuri Said 
ami Saleh Jabr. Ik b a foiiodcr member of the 
Umlcd popular From and Was elected to the Front's 
Politic, jI Committee in June 1951 - 

6. Dr. \ in S ul > Cudi aI l 1 achat-hi 

SunnL Bom in l®94. Son of a former B.itv Bclidiya 
of Btegd i i and cousin of Mu^ahint al Pachaehi (r/.vd. 
Educated in Bagdad and Istanbul, he quitlilied Bf a 
doctor in Franco and cniercJ Government service in 
1933 as director of the Isolation Hospital. 

He was Minister of Social Affairs In Arshad al 
Umari's Cabinet from Juiur CO November 194ft, was. 
appointed Mayor of Bagdad in 1948. and Dj rector- 
General in the Ministry of Social Affairs in 1949. He 
represented Iraq at the International Labour -Organ¬ 
isation Conference at Geneva in June 1951, 

Fat, genial and lazy, lie doc*- not play a prominent 
part in politics He b married to a White Russian 
wife and speaks fluent French and mrac English. 

7. Abdul Ibh HafWh 

Born about LS97 in Mosul Son of Mohammed Ali 
Fadhil who was for some time a Senator. Educated in 
Paris where he qualified as n dentist but also took a 
degree in political science. 


Deputy for Mosul in 192ft and again in 1935. fit 
1935 and again from I93S to 1940 he held foreign 
service appointments at Paris. Beirut and Bombay. 
In 1936 he was Director-General of Commerce and in 

1941 Director-General of Revenue. 

Held j number of ministerial apjmmmients from 

1942 onwards under Nun Said. Ar.vhad al L nun and 
Nikii Jabr Appointed first Governor of the National 
Bank in 1949. 

Lair acid fat with a passion for growing ro*cs. he 
is friendly and co-operative, but not energetic. He 
speaks French and English 


S. Abdul Jab bar di ( tvh(ij 

Bagdad ShD, from about i K)6. Graduated in 
agriculture at the University of Cditomii and in. 
education ;it Columbia. Tea die in' College He served 
first in the Ministry of Education., in which he became 
Director of Primary Education (and Acting 
EKrcctor-GcncnilJ hi 1943 and Chief I inspector in 
1946. He left i ducat kin in 1946 to become Minister 
of Supply in Tawfiq Suwaidi's Cabinet- When 
this Cabinet resigned tie was appointed Director- 
General of the Ministry of Communication-. and 
Works He has also been n member of Iraqi delega¬ 
tions to the San Francisco and other conferences. 

He is a sincere notionalist but broad-minded and 
reasonable with a keen sense oi humour. He is con¬ 
vinced oi the need of British assistance for Iraq, and 
is highly respected by his many British friends, who 
can always rely on his co-operation. One of Iraq's 
few honest and competent officials Jte lias no illusions 
about his cottnlryiticn and i\ sub].-cl in (its of 
depression. He speaks English very well. His wife, 
who speaks some English, appears in public, 

9. Abdul Karim al lam 

Rad hi main Shia, bom in IWS; brother of Abdul 
Amir jI Uzxi (g.v.). Educated in Bagdad and at the 
Loudon Sctwol of Econo.mics, he lias held a number 
of Government appointments. Secretary eg the Minis¬ 
try of Education, 1932. Assistant Secretary at the 
Royal Palace, 1974 Master of Ceremonies o c the 
Royal Palace, I'D ft. Acting Director-General of 
Revenues, 1937, Director of Commerce, 1933. 
Resigned 1938. Director-General of Economic^ from 
1939 until lie resigned Dim in [942 after being 
involved in a financial scandal. 

Fleeted Deputy id 1943, and again in 1950, he is a 
member of the Bagdad Chamber of Commerce and 
of the Board of the National Bank. He joined the 
National Democratic Party cm it-. foundation in S94fi 
but resigned about a year later I lc lias n profitable 
estate near Kadhimatn and interests in 3 cement 
faiutisry- He married into the large Rira'i family of 
Naiaf 

Minister of Finance under Tswltq al Suvvddi. 
February 1950, 

Av a nalionalis!, he is highly critical of many 
iipccis •■{ Uriush policy in Iraq: hut he is western in 
outlook, realises the value for Iraq of ihe British 
L^jitic.viim. and is friendly and co-operative. He was 
an able Minister of Finance. He supports Saleh 
iahr tie speak< English well. 

10, Abdul Muhdi (Saiyid) 

Shia from the lower Gharraf 1 MuntaiiU. Horn 
about 1894 c d an influential family and owns a large 
estate 

Deputy in tbs TuricUh Parltament and in most Iraqi 
Parliaments from 1927 onwlrds. He was a supporter 
of the Isle Vasin Pasha a I HashemL 

Minister of Education tinder Rashid Ati in 1933. 
Minister of Economies in the Government^ of Tnha 
a] flasliinn ami Nuri Said in (941 and of Communica¬ 
tions and Works under Nuri iu 3442 Senator from 


1941, Again .Minister of Cummutiicatioas and 
works under Tawfiq aJ Stiwcidi in 1950, He now 
.strongly supports Nitch Jabr and 1 -, the main instru- 
mcjij of the latter’;, inilucnce in the Muntatik. He i;, 
a founder member of Saleh JabrN Ponulai Sociahsi 
Party. 

En November i95(i he was accused of the attempted 
murder or Senator Khaiyun aJ Uhaid but was 
released on bail afler a week jji prison. The case 
againivi liim wav subscqutnUy dropped. 

A strong nauonaJist auJ fervent Shia, he U unedu- 
talcd and xenophobic. He speaks tio European 
language. 

U. Abdul 2arid 3Iuhmyd 

Shia, Born about 1909. Educated lei ihc 
Chute.! Suite> where he obtained a decree in 
Agriculture. Director of Education m the Muniatiq 
1 9 the early l93ris. Superintendent (PerstmoclJ of 
l*u : slic Revcnuo. Inspectos in the liicouie fax 
Department in 1941. iie!d an appointment in the 
M hiistry af Economics in 1942. Appointed Assistant 
Accountant-General in 1944. A member of the 
Iraqi delegation to ibe Brciton Woods Conference 
iti (945. Has until recently been Director-GeneraE 
of the Agdcultural Bank to which post he was 
appointed by Silcli Jabr. Vuthpcl England in L9SU 
in touEievit'Ji with the purchase of a trawler for 
fishing in the Persian Gulf. Appcuuted Minister of 
Economics under Nuri Said in December 1950. 

Abdul Majid M.ihmud was Secretary of (he 
Muthamm Club, most of the members of which were 
Western educated nationalists with leaning, towards 
national socialism, and is a founder member of live 
Baath Club, which contains many of the same 
individual* whose ideals are now those of democratic 
socialists. He played an active pan in the Raihtd 
Ali movement. He is a friend of Fadhil ul Jamah, 
like whom he is rabid On the subject of Palestine 
To mod. he lv ,j mild and friendly htilc man. 
He was a member of the Committee appointed in 
195] to negotiate wtth the Iraq Petroleum Company 
but it is doubtful whether he understands the com- 
pl tea ted issues under discussion His wife speaks 
some English. 

*2. V ivdrrl Cadii' Ciuilujai 

Barn in Bagdad in I [ JQ4 of the family of live Naqjbs 
of Bagdad, Elder brother of Vusuf Guilani (c/_i 
Educated at Bagdad and studied at die London 
School oF Economies. Entered the Foreign Service 
192b, and served in London and Cairo, where he was 
in charge nf the Legation several times between 
1934 and 19413. Master of Ceremonies at the Royal 
Palace, 1941) He was closely .>s*ociated with the 
rebel Government of Rashid Alj and alter its 
collapse was interned in Rhodesia and idler in Iraq. 
Released 194* Reappointed to For ei gn Service and 
kem ji Charcif d'AUaires to Karachi, 1948 Trans- 
[erred to Cairo, 1949. but was not nppofoted Min liter 
hecause the Rcgem disirusis him for the part he 
played ici 1941, In June 19M lie was appointed 
Counsellor in the Iraqi Foreign Service on special 
duty with ihc Arab League. 

He tries hard to be pleasim and has done his best 
■0 live down ihc past. Both he and tiis Egyptian wife 
speak good English. 

Id. Abdul Rjpbitiiin Tandar 
Bairn about 19(0. Hia father was Sunni and Ins 
Another Shis; he himself is considered a Shia. 
Educated Bagdad Law College. 

Served as Qaimroaqam in Suq al Shyukh and 
P [ winiyit Appointed Mutasitmf in the Muntaftk tn 
' 94ft and in Diw'aniya in (9^7 Mutnsafrifof Hagdm.1 
December 1949 and appointed Director'Cencral of 
Intrrior in June 1951. 


A competent official and co-operaiive in his dejt- 
uigs with the British. He is a protege of .'Gkh Jabr. 
He has never served in the North oJ Iraq. 

14. AIjlUiI kiLLIflq ul Dhallir 

Shia 01 Bagdad, tiorn about 1903. Younger 
breuher ol Abdul iiadi Dhahir tq.i-T. He has 
travelled m Europe and speaks English Jairb well. 
In E942 he was attacked by a nervous disease which 
allotted his brain, and lie rpcat «hhc time m a men- 
tal home m Beirut. Joined the IsiiqLil Partv when it 
was Lvuiided in 1940, but soon left it to join the late 
Sj ad Sukh s Uheral Party, oi winch he continued to 
Ik a member until Si'ad> death early m 1949, 
Dcpuly ior Bagdad since I94J< and lias been on Iraqi 
delegation','iitscv era I iniar-pdrlianteitia rv eonferetkces. 
Minister of Lconomics i n Ali Jaudats Government of 
December 1949. He resigned with the opposition 
dcfHnie> tn March 1950 and is a founder member 
the United Popular Front. In June 1951 he was 
dcclcd to (he Front s Permanent Bureau. 

Abdul Ruziaq and 2ns brother arc well oil, having 
property in Bagdad and lands in Abu Ghurmb. He is. 
b self-opinionated man with a wide range of super* 
hcval knowledge. A political opponent of Nuri Pallia. 
He has published a book damning tribal fcudjhvni in 
Iraq and three volumes of essays inveighing against 
British irnpcriaJs&n. Like many oilier pppcnrrits of 
British poiic> in hf is an admirer of Briliiin at 
home- 

15. Abdul Waiihab Mahmud 

Sunni of Basra. Born in HOT Educated Bavra 
;ind Bagdad, where lie graduated in law in 1^32. As 
a young man he lichi advanced Leftist opitiivins 
Arrcfled by J ..mil M idfaG. Govern men t in L-38 for 
^tempting to raise the Diwaniva tribes jgains! (hem. 
Released bj Nuri PasE's after the aitlitnrv dcnionstra- 
tiem which removed the Madfai GovefnmviK 
Deputy 1939 io t947 Minister of Tina nee in 
Suwaidi Cabinet of 194b. Member of the Liberal 
party front 194ft to 1948, when the parlv suspended 
activity Elected President of the Bur' Association 
in August 1950. 

16, A ltd ti l VYnii luh M 11 x ^11 

Born about 19lb of a rich Shu landowning family 
o f Hifla, ^ Tdiicatsd .it the Bagdad Law Colege, he 
w »s appointed a judge about 1935 but soon resigned 
10 praehs: as. a lawyer. 

tn 1946 and l a 37 tie was leader >n Hit la of Kamil 
Chadcrehi's National Democratic Party but resigned 
iri 1947 owotjj 10 Isis exclusion from (he pariy's 
Higher Committee ,md to his being taken up bv 
Silleh Jabr, who seettred his election to the Chamber 
of Deputies in March I*>t47, 

He was again elected Deputy for Hiltn in the (948 
elections and was appmnted Minister oi Economics 
in June 1948 in Mu/ahLm PachachiN Government. 
Resigned on his election as President of the Chain- 
bet of Deputies in autumn 1943. Elected vice- 
president of Nuri Sa’id's Constitutional Union Party 
in fiteoembef 1949, Become Minister of Communica¬ 
tions and Works under Nuri Said in September 1950 
and was t utsfcrreJ to Finance in December 1450, 
He is not very intelligent, add owes most oF his 
influence originally to Saleh JabrN and rcccnily lo 
-Nuri Sa'i.i’s support. He has recently fallen foul of 
Saleh Jabr on two personal issues, He knows a little 
English. 

17, Abdul Unhid al Huj SALor, NluriSdi 

Born about I S90, Chief of the Fetish tribe of the 
Mishkhsb tn Diw^niyah llwa. Worked with Rashid 
Ali to overthrow An Jamhit's Govcmmeat, 1935. 
Deputy. 1937. Imprisoned by Hikrnet Suhimsn'* 
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Government for fomenting: tribal disturbance. 1937. 
Deputy. C 939. Supported Rashid Alfs rebel Govern¬ 
ment* 194L Interned 194 E lo 1944 and m residence 
force until 1945. 

Abdul Wahid 1 * uilercsl in polities spring from his 
desire to kKrreawe bis local vvr 4th and importance 
through political influence in Bagdad. The com¬ 
pulsory economy *4 his cuk left him die riches! tribal 
leader in ihc Middle Euphrates and his influence is 
still greater than tint of any other Chief of ihe Fellah. 
Since his irtUmmcnl he lias not taken any pan in 
Bagdad politics. 


IS, AWuLah al Dftndiiji 

^unni, bom in Mosul in i8 L, 5. and foi irierly called 
Abdullah Said E&ctuli Studied medicine in 
Constantinople and served in the Turkish army, but 
transferred his allegiance to I bn Saud when the buer 
occupied Hasa in 1913, 

As ibn SaudA Minister For Foreign Affairs in 1922 
he signed the Uqair Protocol, and in 1926 look part 
in the negotiations in London which led to the Treaty 
of Jedtfa in 1927, His influence w ith Lbtt Saud after¬ 
wards waned and in 1928. after the failure of the 
Medina Rahway Conference at Haifa, at which he 
was Ihsi Sami's 're prefer in tivc. lie posted Elis resigna¬ 
tion lo I bn Sand and came to Bagdad instead of 
reluming to the Hejaz, 

In leu] he has been thrice Minister for Foreign 
Affairs (in ]95i> .1], |9J4 and 1942k thrice Director- 
General of Health (1932-33. 1934-3$ and 1941-421, 
and -Muster of Ceremonies at the Palace ir» 1937-38. 

From 1942 onwards, lie devoted himself mainly to 
business. He was a member of the Iraqi detection to 
the United Nations in l y 47 and was elected Deputy 
for M osul in the 194 it elections, 

He was appointed Iraqi Ambassador in Tehran in 
February 1950. He spent most of his lime tn Bagdad 
however and eventuallv resigned from this post in 
Maj 1951. 

He speaks English well 


T9. vbJullah 

Sunni of Bagdad Born I9f>0. the son nf an *Mm. 
Abbas Amin iii Fetwn Educated Bagdad, graduated 
f rorn the Law College, 3 928. and entered Government 
Service Qaimaqajii Samftrra 1936. Director of Tribal 
AtTrnrs. Mimstrv of In tenor, 1938. Mutasamf of 
Diwaniya, 19*1. Mosul. 1944. Director-General of 
(he Date Monopoly, 1947, 

Minister of Interior under Nuri lAishn, 1943 ond 
again under Arshad al Unari in l L H6. 

A fairly capable administrator without marked 
political leanings, 

Ahmad a \ Aid 

Sunni Sheikh of the Sh.immar JLtrba tribe Younger 
brother of Sfuq al Ajtl foa.I. be ww born about 3*23 
.usd educated at Victoria College. •VTexnmtna and in 
Mosul and Bagdad. 

He went to London with hiv father ApiJ in 1937 to 
attend the coronation of His Majesty King George 
VI After Aid s deaih in 1940 Ahmad set about 
undermining Sfuq’* postilion in the tribe, disputed the 
inheritance ’with him. and in 1944 was suspected of 
being involved in an attempt to poison him with 

locust bait- , njl „ . . 

Hi- became Deputy For Mosul m 1948 and m 
October of that year be was recognised by the 
Government as paramount Sheik of the ShafiMiar in 
r fl ,j niiteaJ nf Midi an at Faisal who hud rer [ -;vd 
Sfuq the previous June. He is now more popular than 
hh rivals with the tribe, but constant mlngue amongst 
themselves has reduced the influence or all Shammar 
She i khs, 


Flashy, engaging and plausible. Ahmad is one of 
the very Few Engiivlt-speakinji tribesmen. 


21, Ah mad, SiiGk’: nl fktr/an 

Kurdish chieftain of Bateau, at the foot of the 
Chia-LMiirin. Oder brother of Mulfa Mustafa {q.v.\. 

The Military Government established friendly rela¬ 
tions with him in 19 19 but did not exercise adminis¬ 
trative control in hb area, lit 1420 hu was Implicated 
in the murder of two British officials, and in 1922 he 
harboured Turkish agents and unsuccessfully 
attacked Amadia, On both occasions l rtwps 
destroyed his Barzan headquarters. He made peace 
with the authorities in 392? and was permitted lo 
remain in Barzan. 

After a successful private war against a neigh- 
flouring Raradost chieftain in 1931, he was defeated 
by Iraqi Government troops, assisted by the Royal 
Air Force, and driven across the Turkish frontier in 
1932. The Turks first interned him and his brothers 
Sat surrendered him to the [rasp Government in 1933 
on condition that his life be spared. He lived ill 
forced residence in Mosul, Hilts and Bagdad until 
1935. when lie was permitted to move to SiiGiiiiaiiiya. 

When his brother Mull i Mustafa escaped from 
Suhiimumya in 1943, Sheikh Ahmad was again 
removed eo Hi Ha, but was allowed to return to Barcan 
when a nettle men t was made with Mulla Mustafa m 
]444. Although at this time he was overshadowed 
politically by Mulla V£u..i,ifa_ Ills religious influence 
was so strong that Mully Mustafa dared not oppose 
him openly. He became unbalanced. liquidated a 
number of Mullahs in the name of has own home¬ 
made religion, and finally ordered his men to attack 
the local Government headquarters in July 1945, 

After full-scale operations, which wore aided by 
lavish bribery, Iraqi forces defeated the Bareams, and 
Sheikh Ahmad and Mulla Mustafa fled to Persia, 
where they nere well received by the Russian 
authorities. 

Sheikh Ahmad returned to Iraq in the spring of 
1947 and surrendered with a number of his followers. 
He was sentenced to death, but ill December 1949 the 
sentence was commuted to one of fife imprisonment 
He is in Banra gaol, 


22, Minted Mukhtar Bulmn 

Born about 1895. Sunni fmm near Khaniqin He 
is not a true Baban but lakes the naniL’ from a 
marriage connexion with the laic JumiS Iky Baban 
of Kifri. Educated Bagdad Law School and served as 
,t judge for mart; years, Dirretor-Cktienil of Supplies, 
]942." Successively Minister of Social AfTmrs. Com- 
muniotioih and Works and Justice under Nuri Said. 
1 ( )42-.14. Minisict of Justice under Hamdi Pachachi 
t 944 . Minister of Social AFTairn, 194b. Head of ilie 
Royal Diwan, 1946, He visited Europe ill the 
summer of 195 L 

He has considerable infiiicnce over the Regent and 
his advice Is not always good. His personal morals 
arc questionable. He speak is tu> English 


23, Ahmad u.1 Rtiwi, K B.E. 

Born about 1896, the son of a Raedud Sunni Alim 
Brother of Najife al Rawi Became a police 

officer soon idler the formation of the Iraq Govern¬ 
ment :irtd after reaching the rank of Commandant* 
served in several liwas as a snutasarrif. In 1939 he 
was made an adminivtraEive inspeetnr and soon after- 
wards was placed on pension. 

After the collapse of Rashid Alt's rebel Govern 
meni in !94t he was recalled by Jamil Madffif and 
made DircciOf-fknicTOLl of Folic*. He held thiv pod- 
lion successfully for four yean of war and co¬ 


operated whole-heartedly with the British Forces. 
He was appointed Honorary K B.E. for his war 
services in 1946, 

Created Ifasuta by Amir Abdullah tsf Transjordan in 
1943, he Was appointed Iraqi Minister to Sy nu und the 
Lebanon in 1945 and to the King of Transjordan in 
1946, He returned to Iraq the same year to take up 
ihe post* first of Director-General, and later (1949) 
of i nder-Secretary. in the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs. In this iapacily he represented Iraq al 
several meetings of thi- Arab League Political Com- 
mtrtee in I94K and was a member of she Iraqi delega¬ 
tion to die United Nations in ihc latter half of 1949. 
Appointed Iraqi Minister at Amman in January 

i$5V 

A supporter of Iraq > Rntish oormevioti, Ahmad 
Pasha as an iiilcUigcnl and pleasant man. More poll- 
tician than administrator, he is generally well- 
informed but docs not carry the weight that his 
position and connexion would lead one to expect. He 
used to aspire to cabinet rank, hui now seems >4iisikd 
with his present career, jn which he can indulge hi- 
liking for travel and talk, He speaks English welt. 


24. \knUR Mudituq 

Sunni, born Bagdad I*hi3, Gazetted officer in the 
li.iqi army. 1927. Passed CramvcII and appointed to 
the Royal Iraqi Air Force, 3930, Ciiptarn, 1932: 
Mui'ot. 3 9?7 ; L icutenant-Golond, 1938 ; Commander 
of The Royal liaqi Air Force 1437 tiv 1939, Relieved 
of his command and commission anti appoinied 

Director-General of Civil Aviation in 1939. He still 
holds this post. Mcnlbci of the Iraqi delegation to 
the International Civil Aviation Conference at 
Chicago in 1944. 

He is an inrdUgent and likeable man and speak*! 
English well, but he is an indifferent adniinistrator 
.-■nd has little influence. He took an active part in 
Bekr Sidqi’s cti«p tfVfar of t9?(> and some people still 
hEjtd this against him A drug-taker, he tried to 
commit suicide in 1949, and was afterward*, -rent to 
Europe to be cured. 


25. Alt Huittar Sakiiman 

B<vrn at Rowanduz 190? of a well-known Kurdish 
family. Educated at Mosul and the American Uni¬ 
versity, Beirut. He represented his university at the 
1929 meding of the International Students Union m 
Geneva. 

Lecturer in Modern History at the Higher Teachers' 
Training College, 3 930. Transferred to Ministry of 
Interior, 1933. Transferred to the Iraqi Foreign 
Service and served at Rome and Cairo between 1937 
and 1939. He was interned after 1941 as a 
sympathiser with Rashid Ali the is a brother-in-law of 
Y itil is Sabfawi who was hanged for his part in the 
rebellion). Released in 1<M4 he became a partner of 
Ah Kanin I in the Mew B-sgdail scheme. In 3 94 < > he 
was associated in business with Abdul Hadl Chela hi. 

ITK-puty for Rowandur ] 948. Resigned 1950. 
Munster of Social Affairs under Marahfrm S'achaehs, 
1948, Minister of Comrounicairons and Works under 
Ali Jawdat, 1949^-50, Appointed a Minister FknE 
poteutiary in the Iraqi Foreign Service in May 1951. 

He support*^ Mu/ahlm Pachachi n nd is opposed to 
Nuri Pavlui. A sincere and intelligent naiionaliit with 
tiK.nieraie reformat views. Speaks good English. Hb 
w«fe appears in public, but dries not know English. 


2fi. Vti lundat aPAyyiibt 

Sunni of humble Mosul origin, bom I8SC Edu¬ 
cated at Istanbul wnd commissioned in the Turkish 
army. In Turkish times he was u member of the 


Arab Nationalist society Al Ahd ul Iraqi. He fought 
against the firmsh m Shuaibah but ^uirerulcred soon 
afterwards and wav employed in 3° 15 to encourage 
Arab officer prisoners to join the Arab Revolt, Later 
he joined Faisal, and in 1920 was Faisal’s Military 
Governor at Aleppo, 

He returned to Iraq with King FaivaE in 3 921 and 
from then until 542^ he held various posts in the 
provincial administration, in 1922 he took an agtha 
part in agitation against the Mandate. 

As Munster for Interior under JaYar al A-kan 
I'l923-24 1 he voted for the Angid-Iraqi Treaty of 
1922. He was again a provincial Governor and later 
worked tn ihe Minisiiy of Interior between 1924 and 
1930, when he became Minister oJ Interior under 
Nuri Sa’id. He resigned from the Cabinet in 
September I45 l> and also un company with Vasin al 
Hash" mi and Rashid Ali I from the Chamber of 
Deputies in protest agamst the Anglo-Iraqi Treaft of 
1930, * 

Private Secretary to the King 1933: Prime Minister 
1934. he was forced to resign by an agetalmn against 
him throughout the ei'iintrs organised by YasLn al 
Hashimi and Rashid Ali, 

President of the Chamber of Deputies. 1935. Iraqi 
Minister in London. August 1935: Pans. December 
1936'-October 1937. Minister for Foreign Affairs 
under \;in Sn'id 1439, 

Afser the Rashid Alt coup tu April 1941 he 

joined ihc Regent at Bjsra and accompanied him to 
Jerusalem. After the collapse of the rebellion he 
returned to Bagdad and became Minriier for Foretgn 
Affairs under Jamd Madfai in June 1941. 

Iraqi Mminer at Washington 1942-48. He joined 
Musa him Padiueht'- Government in the reshuffle of 
September |94S as Minister for Foreign Affairs, and 
in December IW he succeeded, after two failures, in 
forming a Cabinet which resigned in February 1950. 

He hits always been a weak and vacillating charac¬ 
ter of small mtelligcnee and he is now a Semi-invalid. 
He is. however, well meaning ar-d friendly, and he is 
respected for his nationalist past He has become rich 
through acquiring Government [and. His wife is a 
Syrian who speaks good English, his elder son is 
married to ad American and his daughter h married 
to the son of Murahim al Psehachi fq.r.k He 
himself speaks some E’.nglish. 


27 . AS Khafid al Iftjari. C.B.F. 

Sunni, born about 1893 in Damiiscus After 
serving in the Ottoman army he became an officer iti 
the Kurdish gendarmerie at’the end of the lint world 
war and was awarded the B.E.M. and the M.C for 
gallantry during campaigns m KurdiNtan. 

Appointed Inspector itf Police, 1921; Assistant 
Commandant of Police, 1923; Commandant of Police 
in the Mobile Force. 1935; Commandant of Police 
SuUimaniya, 1937. He was Commandant oF Police 
Ekigdad from nfter ihc Rashid AM rebellion in 194E 
until 1946 and did good work to stop looting after 
May 1941. 

In 1946 he was appointed Honorary CUT. for war 
■services, 

MuiasinM nf Sulairn.imya 1 947 48 . he was one of 
the very few Arab offidaU to speak fluent Kurdish. 
Appointed Director-General i-F police in May >948. 
he did much to restore the police morale which bad 
beer, shaken as a result of ihc disturbance* of 
January 1941?, A heavy drinker and a poor adminis¬ 
trator. but tough and strict in discipline, he set about 
re-equipping the police, especially the mobile forcev 
He was loyal lo the Regent and the British connexion. 

In Febnian 1950 in a fit ol drunken resentment 
he made an abortive attempt to use his mobile forces 
against the Governmem, He was arrested and 
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sentenced to life imprisonment. The icntcuce was 
Inter reduced to three and a half years, and he w r as 
released in November l95Dby Nun Said, 

A courageous but stupid nun who wa* more (ban 
normally corrupted by power, his thought-, may have 
been turned to the u&e o i force by rite example, uf the: 
three sutecssful Syrian coups c fetal of 1949. 


28 . Ad Mahmud Sheikh Ah 

Sunni, tonitcwlcd with the Ubsrid trite. Born 
Bagdad. ilk.'L LducUed at the Bagdad Law College, 
he praeiLved a> a bwyct from 1923 lo 1936, An 
extreme NationnLiai. he was arrested both in 1924 and 
1930lor violent agitation against Anglolraqi treaties. 
He was twice elected Deputy. 

Appointed judge in the Court of Appeal in 1936 
and Minister; of Justice under Hikmat Sulaiman in 
1937. Mutasarrif of Basra, 1939; Direcnir-Cciieral of 
Customs, 144(1. Again Munster of Justice in Rashid 
Ali's re tel Cabinet, he fled IP Persia after RasSiid 
Alt's cod ■p..-c but was Liter surrendered to the British 
military Hutlwiiiicv and interned in Southern 
Rliotiesiii, Sent back to Iraq, tried and senletKcti to 
fcven years imprisonment in I'942., 

KcbMd in 1449, he now practises as u lawyer 
again. It was proposed by Taw (Ik Suweub to appoint 
him to the Court m Cassation in 1950, and Ins 
influence appears to be reviving. 


29, Ail Mem tar A Dalian 

Born 1901 Sum i of the Dafiari family of Ragdatl- 
Hducatcd at Bagdad Law- College and entered 
Government service in 1920. Rose to be Director* 
General of Revenues by 1935. hut had to leave Iraq 
after [tcl.T StiJqFs coup detat which overthrew (tic 
Governinetst ol Y&sin al llashcmi in 1936. Re* 
app< i n: d ! h: _vio. -Gcner.il of Revenues by Nuri Said 
in 1939 

Stinifle: of Finance imilrt I iha.tl Hasberm. 1941 
Director of Rafidam Bank 1941. Again Minister of 
I'mmtee under Nt f: Su'id in 1*M! and 1943. Minister 
of Communkaiions and Works under Tawfb Suwddi 
in 1946. Minister of Finance under Mtizohitti 
Pachadti in 1^48 and under Ali Jawdul. Decanter 
pJ49 so February 1950. Resigned from the Chamber 
of E>cputie.-' in 1950, 

Appointed a Member of the Development Board 
in November 1950 and tendered bis resignation from 
ihr Board in June 1951, 

He was a member of the Literal Party formed in 
194C h|t| resigned in 1948 He is opposed to Saleh 
Jmbi .md generally to Nuri Pasha. He gives an 
impri's'-ion r>f drteeruy and ability, hwi when in power 
finds difficulty in co-operating with Ms Cabin e: 
colleagues- lie has teen involved in at least one 
financial scandal 

Ik i.. married to a daughter of Vasin al Hashemi 
and speaks gt^l English, 


30. \1t Sbnr«.|i 

Shi a from Najaf- Bom about 1890. OriginalU a 
Mulla in N.ijaf anti Liter OudVi in Basra and else- 
where, te finally tee.imc Head of I lie Supreme 
Jakfjri Court He was made a Senator in 1947 
during Saldi Jabr's term of office. Minister without 
Portfolio in Mi Jawtlai's Government of December 
1949. 

Itc is of no political importance. 


31, Abs.tn llussein. C’.R.i - 

Sunni of Bagdad. Born 1099. Educated at the 
English Protestant School. Bagdad. 


He joined the Civil Police in 19!7 and did good 
work during the rebellion in 1920, Assistant Commis¬ 
sioner oi Police, Mosul, in 1920. Cotnmissiotvcr til 
Police Central Criminal Investigation Department, 
1924, He went to England in W3U and attended a 
Senior Officers’ Course at Scotland Yard. He then 
gradually took over the C.L.D. from the British D.I.G. 
Removed by YasLn al Hasheun. he re turned to the 
C.L.O. in 19j9 when Nuri Said became Prime Minis¬ 
ter. 1 nmslcrrcd to the province-, by Rashid Ali, be 
again returned to the CXD, alter the collapse of 
Rashid Alia Governittcni in 1941, Director-General 
of Police, 1946. He was attacked by the Opposition 
for the alleged undue seventy of police action against 
the demomtran iduring the riots against the 
Portsmouth 'I rcaty in January 1948. He lost his nerve 
under these attack* and suffered a minor nervous 
breakdown, Appointed Commandant of the Police 
L raining School, May 1948, and transferred to be 
Director-General of Prisons in December 394E. Re¬ 
appointed Director-General of Police in September 
1950. 

A pleasant, friendly ant! competent offtdul without 
much personality, lie speaks good English. He was 
appointed Honorary CJB.E. for war service* in 1946. 


32, Ar had al I nuji, K.B.E. 

Sunni, born in IS&S of the well-known Utiturt 
family of Mosul. Educated In Turkey and employed 
as Municipal Engineer in Istanbul, He served on the 
Turkish stall in 1914-18 war. 

A member of the lire! Iraqi Parliament, he Inter 
held several official appointments. Mayor of Bagdad 
from 1X31 to 193?, and again from l L ’36 to 1944, with 
a short interruption in 1941 when he formed a Odm- 
nu tics of Internal Security to conclude art armistice 
wadi the British forces after Rashid Ali‘s flight. He 
■.v is a successful Mayor and can rtaiiri credit for much 
of such muderniftaiiem as Bagdad has achieved. 

He represented Tnii] at th- 1 Arab I'nity Congress in 
C airo in which rciulie l in the ronnuiion oF the 
Arab League and in 1945 he led the Iraqi delegation 
io San Francisco. Minium oF Economics and Com¬ 
munications under Ali Jawdat in 1934. Minister of 
Supply under Hrimdi Paehachi in l L M4, Appointed 
a Senator .it June F44. He was Prime Minislcr 
from June to November 1946, „md aroused great 
opposition bv his dktitorml methods. He played 
some pun tn the ptditieal inifigucs which resulted 
in ihe rejection of the Portsmouth Treaty and was 
Minister of Defence in the Government cf 
Mohammed al Sudr winch took over after the 
Portsmouth riots. Resigned his scat in ihe Scnnie 
in November I95U on hi-- anpitintment as Vico 
Ch tirmaii of the Development Board, 

He is president of ifie IraLii Red Crescent Society 
yml has done a jcood, deal to improve their finances. 
Hi - daughter. Mute. Mumtaz al Omari, is a leading 
figure in the Ladies' Committee of this society. 

He Las an attractive personality and n capacity 
foi lord work which in rare in an Iraqi, but his rapid 
changes of opinion, bis obstinacy and impatience of 
criticism make him unfit for pofitics and he shows 
■.jiirts of realising this, 1 Ic speaks Turk id n and some 
vrrv bid French. He was .ipprtinted Honorary 
K.B.E. for war services in 1946 


33. Acini al Virqlh, Sn\ id 

Born Bagdad 1079; the fourth son of Say id \bdut 
Rahman and younger brother of Say id MuhmUd. 
Appointed Naqib on the laltcr’s death in 1936 A 
conventional Sunni Alim, he takes rvo |Nirt in 
polities bin appears as a figurehead on important 
Islamic occasions. 


L » 


34. Ala Amin 

Sunni ot liiigdud, bom 1898, Educated at the 
Bagdad Lais School. 

Assistant Private Secretary to King Faisal, 1921. 
Joined the Iraqi foreign Service in 1925 and was 
appointed (o the Iraqi Legation in London, Lc^al 
draftsman in the Ministry of Justice, 1927. Rt iurncd 
to the Foreign Service in 1928 and held appointments 
.af Ankara., London, Rome. Paris and Rerun between 
1932 and 1943, From 1940 m 1943 he was in charge 
of the Iraqi Legation in London, Director-General in 
the Ministry for Foreign Allsirs. J943: Minister at 
Ankara, 1944; iramtvrrcd to Paris, 1949. 

He is married to a ss.iter of the Amir /a id- He 
speaks good English. 

35. \u/ Shtfii (Abilul Aj'o hin .Sherii bio Abdul 

Majid) 

Sunni, bom about 194X) in Anah. He begun his 
career as a teacher but laid' attended the Bagdad Law 
College and graduated in 1933. Al first a Judge in 
Basra and Nasiriya, he wy* ulccicd Deputy during 
Bakr SidqiN regime. Fie then practised as a lawyer 
in Basra until J94L when he was again appointed 
judge. He resigned hin judgeship ,u the end of 3944 
to become an advocate and potidcuo. 

His Left-wing tendencies had been known for sonic 
time, and during the war yeans he spread anti-Nazi 
propaganda with a pro-Russian and anti-British bias. 
Working at Fust with Kamil Chadirchi (q.v.L be later 
tried to form a more extreme society but wm refund 
permission, largely because his associates were sus¬ 
pect. Many of these were employed in tandergrownd 
Cqvtiniuntai'activities and in the publication of -ecrei 
Communist Sncrature. 

In 1945 he first published At Watm, a Left-wing: 
magazine, and i:i 194o he was allowed to farm the 
Sbnab party with himself ns First president. The parly 
was closed m 1947 and Aziz fled to Syria. Returning 
to Iraq early in 1948, be was involved with the 
“ Haqiqa " Communist Group which split from the 
Iraqi Communist Party, 

tn late 1948 action was taken against somite of his 
associates and lie fled. A warrant was issued for his 
arrest and his paper Ai Wawn was closed in March 
1949, He is still absconding from (he police mid his 
present whereabouts are not known. 

36. Baba \h Sheikh h!ahiiuid 

Kurd. Born about 1912. second son of (he well- 
known Sheikh Mahmud (q*v r ). He spent mueli of his 
childhood in Persia, when his la (her was engaged in 
various rebellions, Between |92S and 1932 lie was 
educated at the expense of (he Iraq Government at 
Victoria College. Alesandria, where be was a class¬ 
mate Of the Regent, Later he went to Columbia 
University. 

He was appointed in a minor post in she railways 
in 193JL but soon rcsigcied. His outspoken criiieism of 
Iraqi administration in Kurdish areas led to hi* unrest 
and I’silc Tor a few months in 1943. A repetition of 
the offence in 1945 narrowly missed having the same 
result. He is still a strong critic oF the Iraq Govern- 
menfs handling of Kurdish problems. 

Minister of Economic* under Arahad al man in 
I94h and in the succeeding Government nf Nun 
Pasha. Deputy for Sulaimnniya, 1947; lost his >ca< in 
1948 

ILiba Ali speaks excellent English and possesses mi 
attractive, though not very forceful, personaJiiy. He 
IS interested in ihe improvement of Agriculture in 
Kurdistan and particularly in the growing and market¬ 
ing ■ of tobacco. Since ! L >48 he has spent mmi of Ins 
time in Sukim.mivs -md Has apparently wufidrawn 
fnmi politics for ihe time teing He visited America 
in 1950, 

42ft?? 


37. Hubekr Aghu I 5*dim 

A pcwertul Kuttlish chief trecogmsed by the Iraqi 
Gov eminent paratooum) of me Pizhder trite of 
Gaia Df/;j on (he Lesser Zab north of Sulairiamya. 
N'ovv an old man, he has always teen fricrtU.lv m iils 
dealings with the Government, whether British or 
Iraqi, and he behaved wcU when Government 
administration was established iri ihe Pizhder uTOi 
in 1938. 

lit 194! be was preparing to revolt acamst Rashid 
All's regime, and he has since often affirmed his 
loyalty to (he British connexion. In 1947 he was 
operated on in the Iraq Petroleum Company hospital 
at Kirkuk and has since led a quiet life. 

His rival for influence in the Ptthder is Mahmud 
Aghii Hajji Rasul I 

Mi. Baha ud Din Non 

Kurd, borsi in Bagdad about IS?7 "i an trbtl 
family. His father was a well-known ‘Alim, Edu- 
eaicd - in Bagdad, he joined the I urkisb army in 1917 
and the Iraqi army in 3923. 

In 1924 he w"u- First-Lieu tin, ml Small Arms 
Instructor and in 1927 he was promoted Captain, 
Passed Iraqi Stall College. 1930; attended Stall 
College Qt tn barley, 1935-3&. On his return to Iraq 
he was deeply involved tit llekr Vidqr^ coup d*<'ai 
and was thereafter appointed to Operations Branch. 
Dismissed from (he army by Tahu al I Sashimi in 
193 k, he became Asiisiaut Traffic Director on the 
Iraqi Stale Railways. 

in autumn 194Mu rejoined the arms us Major* 
General and was appointed Assistant, Cu-S,. but 
retired ^eain in 1944. He was Acting Mtuasarrif of 
Sulaimamya iti 1944 and was elected Deputy for 
Suiaimaniva in \**4l and 194H, Minister of Social 
Affairs under Muri Sod during 1949. Appointed a 
Minister Plenipotentiary in the Iraqi Foreign Service 
in May 1951. , 

Our of the most capable Staff OfFLers m the 
army, he sulTercd twice for his coimestion with Bekr 
Sldqi He is an intirlligcut nmn and a fairly good 
administrator: but in spite of a frank and engaging 
demeanour he is not entirely hones! or reliable. He 
is ;i Freemason and a conimoisseur of cm :4k poetry, 
but he is also self-seeking. As Minkier he was eo- 
opeettive with (he British, but hew f as widely censured 
for his continued connexions with a Lebanese firm 
supplsing the Government- He ^peak 1 - Arabic, 
Kurdish, Persian, Turkish and English w j el) 


39. DrtrwLti al Huldari 

Horn in Bagdad in IW? of the Haitian, family which 
originated from Efbil. Educated at the American 
University, Beiruti and at T«as University where He 
vEudied ugrieulture. 

Entered Govern men! service. 1930. Director m 
Riutamiva EspcrimenUl Farm. 1933 and of Abu 
Ghuraib Esperimcrua! Farm. 1940. l>ilector of Grain 
in the Local Products Directorate of the Ministry of 
the Interior. 1942 Transferred back lo the Depart- 
irntni of Agriculture after he had been accused of the 
illegal disposal of a quantity of grain. 

Fie was on the Iraqi delegation to (he Hot Springs 
Food Conference in 1943 and rince becoming 
Director-General of Agriculture in 194ft he has 
represented Iraq at several international conferences 
of Food and Agricultural Organisation, 

Fa( and jovial in appearance, he has a strong 
pcraon-alltv an d much energy, initiative and dcler- 
minJitioo.* Fie a dictator in his department and his 
jealousy nf any interference has made it iliflicitSi for 
British experts lo co-operate w ith him. On account 
of his American training he is generally believed fo 
he biased in favour of American machinery and 

c 
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idea*. _ A window dresser, and regarded by many as 
a barrier to progress, 

He and bis wife, wfto is a sister of Vtrsuf and 
Abdul Qadir Gadant tgoM speak good English and 
French, 

4l>. J>Hiul id thiidjiri 

Bagdad ,'sunni 1 born about 1885, Son of a one time 
Sheikh ai Islam, his farsniy is of Kurdish origin from 
broil, Once an A.D.C. to Stdian Abdul Hamid, he 
spent the 1914-18 war in Constantinople and came 
to Bagdad m 1921. 

Member tor Erbil in the Constituent Assembly in 
1924, Minister of Justice: under liwiiq Suweidi, 
1929, Deputy for Erbil. I93ih34. 

Iraqi Minister In Tehran, 1941-42. Minister of 
Justice under .Nuri Said. 1942-41. Minister in 
London, 1941-45. Appointed Senator in 1945. 
M busier of Social \ff:nr> in Mohammed aJ Sadr’s 
Cabinet, January-June 1948. 

He was an intermediary when die British Oil 
Development Company's concession u..i> negotiated 
and has since been paid a retaining fee h> the Basra 
and Mosul Petroleum Companies, who describe him 
as their legal adviser. but do qqi in fact consult him. 
IL reigned from she Senate under a new imcfprr- 
tatnui of the Constitution in March [949 rather than, 
give up this fee, 

Daud Fashu is j friend of the Regent but is wicklv 
da's truck'd both politically and fiitmdally. He was 
involved in the agitation against the Portsmouth 
Treaty in January 1948, 

His two step-daughters arc wed known in Bagdad 
society, He speaks English fntrlj well and is well 
disposed towards the British,, but his action, tend 
to be dictated by his financial embarrassments. A 
nice old man, 

41. Dhiii JfuTjr 

Bagdad Shu. born in 1911. He studied mechani¬ 
cal engineering at Birmmgh mi faiveratv, where he 
obtained 4 I? Sic. in 1934 md a I’Ji.D, in 19.1ft, and 
then had twenty months' training with the Great 
Western Railway. 

Appointed Assistant Mechanical Engineer in the 
Ira-^i Stale Rail wav > in 1937, he was subseqtk.Titiy 
promoted to be Meehan Leal Engineer. During the 
w.n he was Director-Gen era] of Lnemcering 
Supplier. 

I deputy for Bagdad in 1947. He failed in the 1948 
elections, but w.is later returned for Kcfbata in a 
by-election. 

Minister of Communications arid Work.-, under 
Saleh Jabr m 1947 and of Economics under Niiri Said 
in 1949 and under Tawfiq Suwcidi in [950. A 
founder-member and member of the Central Com¬ 
mittee of Sun Said’s Constitutional Union Party, 
December 1949. Minister of Economies under Nuri 
Said in September 1950 Transferred to Com¬ 
munications and Works in December 1950. He 
played a prominent part in the negotiations whh (lie 
Iraq Petroleum Company in 1950 and 1951, 

He is well educated and speaks excellent English, 
He was a HXXCv-ftil Minister of Economics. and is a 
sarong supporter of Nuri Said, has ine close con- 
nsrioiis alto with Saleh Jabr. He helped to sase 
British proper !\ in (943 Fhe financial reputation 
of his fumity rs doubtful 

He ciijuvs British company, but is exceptionally 
resentful against what he considers (be unequal 
relationship between Britain and Iraq, and is 
consequently difficult to deal with officially. He may 
become dangerous as he is exifcmcK ambitious 
The LP.C, regard him as the main obstacle to an 
agreement on oil problems, 

Hh wife, who is related to the At?ha Khan, looks 
as though she would he more at Itorrtc in Beirut 
than in Bagdad, She speaks some English. 


42, Tudhii Jam all 

Shfla or Kiulhimain, born luu^. Educated Ameri¬ 
can l niversity, Beirut, 1921-27, and Columbia Um- 
versity 1927-29 Joined (he Ministry of Education. 
1929, Director-General of Instruction. 1933; 
Inspector-General of the Ministry, 1937. He visited 
Germany in 1937 and made arrangements fur an Iraqi 
party to attend the Nuremburg Rally of 1938. Visited 
England in 1938 ai ibc invitation of the British 
Council 

Ha was a founder member of the Muthanna Club, 
whose members were mostly Western educated 
nationalists, and whose political thinking was much 
influenced by national socialism, He strongly resisted 
British influence in the Ministry of Education ansi it 
was British influence which caused bis transfer from 
that Ministry to a position in the Iraqi Embassy in 
Washington in January 1943. He did not take up lhis 
appointment, but became Director-General of the 
Ministry for foreign Affairs m 1944, He was a 
member of the Iraqi delegation to the San Fraud sen 
Conference in [945. 

Foreign Minister from June 1946 to January 1948 
in the successive Cabinets of Arshed a I Umari. Nuri 
Said and Saleh Jabr, During this time lie at (ended 
the Palestine Conference in London in 1946 and ibe 
L tiited Nations General Assembly in ( 947 , |-j e 
out of polities for a lime after the failure of the 
Portsmouth Treaty in Jamtar, 1948, but was ericn 
a sinecure in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs fetor in 
She same year and was appointed Iraqi Minister in 
Cairo in February 1949 He was recalled almost 
immediately to become Minister for Foreign Affairs 
under Nuri Pasha in Match 1949. He resigned after 
si\ months under a const]national rule, since he had 
no scat in Parliament. and was appointed Permanent 
Iraqi delegate to the United Nations Organisation, 
He was elected Deputy for Diwamya in the bve- 
elections ol June 1950 and became President of (he 
Chamber of Deputies in December 1950 

J a mafi is a self-made man. and is one of the first 
of the type to reach a prominent position. Although 
he is ambitious, he is unlikely to become a powerful 
influence in the country, having little political support 
am bG own right, 

Jamali is intelligent, energetic and honest, but he 
ts also V4in and emotionally unstable. The xeno¬ 
phobic nationalism of hi> younger days has been 
greatly modified by hii.s extensive contacts with the 
West and b\ a genuine conviction of the necessity 
for Iraq of the British connexion. But he will never 
forgive 1 he British policy in Palestine and the Shin 
'fanatic is mu far below the surface, He is interested 
in Western fiteralure and likes Western music, 

He is married to a C anadian and lias a large circle 
of British and American friends. 


4,3+ i-aiq Samnmii 

Sunni, born at ftasra about 1904. Educated Bagdad 
■Law College. 1928-32. Appointed a secretary in the 
Ministry of Justice. 1933; transferred toTapu Depart- 
nitrnt 1934. Superintendent of Labour. Ministry of 
Interior, 1935. and attended 0 Labour Conference at 
Geneva in 1936 After a further peril'id in the Minis¬ 
try of Justice, he became Director-General of Press 
and Propaganda in 1939, After » short period of 
service in the police and at the Ministry of Social 
Affairs, he became Director-General of Municipalities 
in I94D. 

An extreme anti-foreign nationalist since his 
student days, he served a short sentence in 1930 for 
his pint in the demonstrations against the Anglo Iraqi 
Treaty. He was an active supporter of Rashid All 
and was interned from 19-1 ] to 1945 at Fao. where he 
caused tiiuih trouble to the authorities. He was a 
founder member of the Tsriqkl Party in 194b. 
Secretary-General in 1947 and vice-president 1948 
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1949 and 1950. Dcpuh for Sumarrj 1948. he 
resigned with the opposition Deputies in March 1950, 
hut was again elected in the by-elections of June 
1950, In 1949 and early 1950 he travelled in Syria 
and Lebanon for his party to make propaganda for 
IraqbSyrian union. 

A crossly (ai and unhealthy looking individual with 
a bad moral reputation, be is nevertheless intelligent. 
,jn«i a persuasive talker. His nationalist views, are 
rincerely held, but are probably subject to modifica¬ 
tion if il suited hi-, personal ambition. His attitude 
10 Great Britain became slightly k$s hostile during 
V49, possibly owing to the influence ol Nuri Pasha 
who was in that year attempting to split the Ivstqlal 
Party, fie is not altogether trusted by bis party 
colleagues He speaks English. 


44+ (jrha/i Dag [untune 

Sunni, born in Bagdad in 1910, Son of 
Muhammad Pasha Dagheanni and brother of the 
wives of Hi kina c SuEuiman t^o.i and Najib al Rawi 
( q.vX 

Attended tlic Royal Military College, Woolwich, 
and the Staff Colleges ui Quetta and Bagdad- He i> 
at present Director of Military Works. He 
quarrelled violently with the Regent over (he des¬ 
patch of Iraqi [fOHjps to Palestine in 1948 bin his 
family influence anti bis strength of character have 
enabled him to retain his position in (be Army and 
m society. 

An intelligent. High-principled aristocrat and an 
uhlc officer, he might well take a prominent pan in 
politic* in the future. 

He ami Ins attractive wife speak excellent English 
and Frendh in addition to Turkish and Arabic, 


45, Hamid stl \ iqib 

Sunni of Bavfa, born about 1890. His brother, the 
laic Say id Tidib Pasha, was strong enough to defy 
the Burks in (be last years of the Ottoman Empire, 
and was arrested and e si ted in 1920 owing to his 
opposition to King ' htialN coming to Iraq, 

Since Say id T.-ilsbN death Savid Hamid has been 
The head of the most infltnaitial Basra family. He was 
Deputy from I93fl to 1947, when he was made a 

Senator. , „ 

He N irdvcticd and pleasant, but ponderous. He 
supports Nuri Saul and complains that the Govern¬ 
ment negfeci Basra interest He speaks some 
En^i&h- 

44+ Ifashim Jaw oil 

Sunni, bom Bagdad 1911, the son of u small official. 
He was educated ai the American l nivtrshy, Beirut, 
and ai Lmtdon L ! nivier^-ity. from which he graduated 
in Economics in E9,36. 

He was appointed 3vsliSiarit Secretary 10 the 
Council of Ministerv in 19J6. joined the Iraqi foreign 
•service in 1938 ami was sent as Iraqi representative 
to ihe Internationa] Labour Organisation at Geneva. 
Fte returned to Iraq in 194! and in 1942 became the 
first Acting Director-General of Labour in (he Minis¬ 
try of Social Affnirs. He also acted as Secretary to a 
etinunittec for the organisation of post-war affairs in 
Iraq, In his capacity of Director-Genera! of Labour, 
he took pan an the seUknwnt or the Iraq Petn'ilcum 
Company strike at Kirkuk in 194ft. Later in the same 
year he was removed from his posi by Arshad a I 
Umnri who regarded him as a fellow-traveller. In 
1*4-47 he was appointed to a petition in (he I.L.O, 
and has only paid short visits (o fraq since then, 

A quiet and studious man with » clear head and 0 
genuine interest In Labour questions, he found the 
c-ondilions in the Ministry of Social Affairs estrentely 
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frustrating and is iherefore unlikely io return perma¬ 
nent K [o Iraq. He is nsarrted to a Swiss mid speaks 
excellent English, 

47. Hawaii Ssmu Tatar 

Turcoman of Kirkuk, born about 1899, Hti educa¬ 
tion'a I the CoostautinopL- Law School was inter¬ 
rupted bs the fir^l world war, in which he was taken 
prisoner by (he British forces in Mesopotamia and 
spent two year* m .3 prisoner-of-war camp irt India. 

Returning to Iraq alter the armistice, he entered 
the newly founded Eiagdad Law College and passed 
oui .4 the head of ihe first batch of graduates. He 
was immediately appointed a judge in Bagdad and 
thereafter served in the Ministry of Justice and on 
ihc n. mrt of Cassation until in February 1950 he 
became Minister of Justice under Tawtiq ml Suwcidi. 
Minister of Justice aguin under Nuri Said in. Septem¬ 
ber 1 iJ5ti I lL-eted Depute for Khitnauin in Eebruatv 
1^51, 

He is a quiet rnan wei!i thi pariiiiiilar politic^! 
affiliation.^ He speaks Arabic and Turkish, 

48. Htt'Vfui al Tufebuni 

Kurd, bsirn about 1911 of u well-known family of 
Kirkuk His ancestors were heads of a Sun brother- 
hood. He graduated from the Bagdad Law College 
m 1934 and joined the Ministry of Interior m 1935, 
He served as Qaimmaqam in various Kurdish dis- 
trie is and at Manxtili. Appointed Muiu^arrif of 
Sufeimuniyu earK in 1947, transferred to Erbil later 
in the year, to Hills in 1^48, to B&quba early in 
1950 and Dubim in October |9Si>, 

He vis-ited Europe stid England in the summer 
ot 1949, 

He is intelligent. (u?hchI and capable- He ts. not a 
strong character, nut as an administrator he makes 
up in some measure for bis kick of s,uerigih hy 
persistcace and a food sense of diplomacy. He has 
suit vet entered politics hut v, if| probably do iu 
eventually, He is welf liked by Saleh Jabr and 
■\rsna<t ai Uitiari. Fersonally he is good CLiriSpany. 
He speaks Kurdish and Arabic, ■some Turkish and 
some English. 

49. Marini Sbcmdia Agba 

Kurdish chief of the Sharif an (rilic of Zikho and 
son nf Yusuf r+isha. Bom atwut 1895. One of the 
largest landow ners of the Zitklio district, he is .t pro- 
gxcsii ve farmer. 

A Deputy from 1925 to 1929 and again from 1938. 
to !«47. when he wav appointed a Senator, he became 
Minister without Portfolio under Tywfiq Suvveidi in 
February 195ti. 

Popular and influential in Zakhound well respected 
throughout Iraq, he is a rich rtvart who has never taken 
an active pari in polities. He was appointed Minister 
only to till up the number of Kurds m the Cabinch 
He speaks Arabic and Turkish and some English, 

5tr. Hikmal Subiman 

Sunni, born l8B6b A mender of ihc Committee of 
l niom and Progress., he was Director of Education 
and As&isram Governor of Bagdad under the Turks, 
and was in Constantinople when the British forces 
occupied Bagdad in 193 7. 

Returning to Iraq in 1921 he became Director- 
General of Posts and Telegraphs in 1923 and was 
Minister of Interior under Abtlul Mutism Sn’dun 
< J925-26> and again under Rashid Ah Cfeilani in 
[933. He visited Turkey in 1^35 and w B5 much 
impressed with modern Turkish methods. 

In I9?ft he jtfhned Bekr Sidqi in the coup d'etat 
which over threw Yasin at Hashimi*s Government 
and became Prime Minister, He resigned in 1937 
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after the murder 0 / Bekr Sidqt As Prime Minister 
he disappointed expectations, 

Although apparently reconciled with Nuri Said m 
193;t. he was arrested and tried hv court mortal for 
tieason under die killer s premier drip in 1939* 1 he 
death sentence pa&vcJ on him ivli> commuted to five 
years’ imprisonment* and he wa.s interned in 
Sulaimaniya. Released by Rashid Ah in April 3 L H4] „ 
he vta.s in Persia during Rj-hid All's rebellion. 

When he returned to Iraq lie devoted himself to 
farming and prospered. Unpopular with the Regent 
and Nuri Said* he took little pari in polities until 3947. 
when lie was involved in the intrigues which culmin¬ 
ated in the fall of Sotkh Jabr and the rejection of the 
Portsmouth Treaty in January 1948. Since then he 
has ofivii hcen reported to tie making contact wish 
disconierned army officers and people of the Left, and 
ts generally regarded as the “ dark horse ** of Iraqi 

S ditics; hut this impression is probably coloured by 
s history and is an exaggeration of Ibis present 
inJlucncr, He had a heart attack in 1949 and is 
unlikely to play any great political port again, lie 
shows considerable friendship to His Majesty^ 
Embassy despite lis iliability to converse in any 
language but Eurkish and Arabic. 

His wife, a Dagftcsiani. is a sister of the wife of 
Najih al Rawi tiy.i \ She also is friendly bm speaks 
Turkish only. 

SI, Eiiiv^iui Fauri 

Sunni of KurdNh origin, born in Bagdad LS^9, 
Educated Military V.i Lrr ., Istanbul, and co minis- 
stoned in the l urkn-ii army in 1909, 

He joined the Iraqi army in May 1922. He has 
passed the Senior Officers’ Coarse at Belgium, India, 
nod has twice heea attached la units in England for 
training. Promoted Lieutenant Colonel in 1929 and 
Colonel an 1933. Commandant of the Staff College. 
Bagdad. 1954. In 1935 he was given the command 
of the Northern District Promoted Brigadier 1935 
arid O.O.C Hi Infantry Division 1936. lie was 
appointed Chief of the Ucuvral Stall in August 1937 
after the murder of Bekf Sidqi. He look tio part in 
the Bekr Sidqi coup of October 1936, hut he assisted 
Tabu :if Hashimi |n organise she military demonstra¬ 
tion in favour of Nuri Said in December 1938. Placed 
on pension in February 1441.3 for interference In 
politics. 

Although he has been .1 member of the Ccntnil 
Committee of the National Democratic Party since its 
inauguration in 1946 he is not prominent in political 
or social life. He qpeak goad English. 

52. Uii.-^riin hm id 

Sunm of Bagdad, bom about 1906, A member of 
the Jamil f imilv which has marriage connexions with 
the Suweich- His father was a judge. Educated at 
Bagdad and graduated From the Law College in 1930 
From 1933 to 1946 he served as a judge in a 
number of provinces including Diyak. Diwuniyn, 
Hi (la and Bagdad. 

He resigned from the Public Service in 1946 in 
order to become a founder member of the National 
Democratic Party; he wem into private practice as a 
lawyer and acted as defence counsel in a number of 
cases concerned with political offences. 

Deputy for Bagdad. Mis, He resigned with the 
opposition Deputies in March 1950. Minister of 
Justice ill Alt Jnwdat s Cabinset of December 1949 | C 
February 1950. 

Hussain is a convinced Democrat and a sincere 
reformer who is generally respected. He B a poor 
man iod free From suspicion of corruption. He is less 
intransigent than most of the opposition leaders and 
is not always in agreement with the leader of his 
parts He speaks some English and his wife, who 
appears in mixed society, is fairly fluent. 


55. Ibrahim Akif al Aluti 

Siuiiu. oorn Bagdad, 1894. Graduated front 
HvLjiidji LVicjiuul College in J^J 0 .nid served m Iraq 
under tile furks. 

He uter joined, the Iraqi Health Service and rose 
to be Director-UciteraJ of Pubic Health in 1939. He 
wai also Secretary~(jcoeral of the Iraqi Red Crescent 
Society for some time. 

Minister of Education under Hamdi ftichacht. 
1944-45. Appointed Dircctor-Gc 1 wr.Ll of Social 
Affairs m 194b; Minister in Dairasctia, December 
I94S; Minister in Ankara* February 1950* 

As Minister of Education he wus incompetent and 
prejudiced, and it is generally considered that he was. 
not u success in Damascus. Superficially friendly, 
he is a born intriguer. 

54. Ibrahim 'titleil ul Kal.hr 

Bagdad Jew* bora 18K5. Educated at the Alliance 
School in Bagdad, he entered business in the office of 
a Juwish merchant who later made him his partner. 

Appointed to the Accounts Department of the 
Ministry of Finance in the early days of the 
Mandatory Government, he rose by gradual promo¬ 
tion to bq Accountant-General* and finally in 1946* 
Director-General of the Ministry. 

In 1946 he gave evidence before the Anglo- 
American Commission of Enquiry on Palestine. In 
1947 he was chief Iraqi negotiator in the sterling 
balance talks and earned the respect of the British 
delegation, and in 1948 he took part in the discussions 
for tile faking over of the Iraq Currency Board. He 
retired in autumn 3 948 and bus since lived quietly, 
spending much of his linse in England. He was 
appointed Honorary O B E in [94p fcur war services. 

He was a sound civil servant, cautious and Irust- 
wonhy, highly respected but never very popular. His 
brothers. Selnmn and Yusuf, arc prominent Bagdad 
lawyers. If die Jewish Community continues to exist 
in Iraq. Ibrahim and his brothers will prisbably 
remain. 

55* hmaii Sauilq, kj£, 

Sunni, Iwm 1892, the son of an arnty officer of 
Mosul origin. Educated a| (he Turkish Military 
College, he joined file Amir Faisal tit |9]7, 

Gazetted an officer in (he Iraqi arms in 1921, he 
attended a count in England about 1926. Commin- 
d,u]( of Iraqi fiialf College* 1931: Officer Commanding 
Iraqi Air Force* 1933; Cavalry Brigade, 1936; Third 
Division, 1937; Director-General of Administration 
La the Minis try of Defence 1941. Acting t G.l 
November, 1941. He accompanied the Regent to 
England* 1943, 

Minister of tJcfence in the successive Cabinet of 
Uamdi Ruchachi. Tfuriiq Suwiridi and Andiad til 
I'mAfi, 1944 (0 1946. Appointed Senator, 194$, 

Hi* venality has lseen the subject of commcdl, but 
he a quiet sensible man with no marked political 
tendencies. The Regent likes am I trusts him. He 
speaks fair English. Appointed Honorary K.B.E for 
war services 1946. 

56. Nnniil Sulvvut 

Sunni of Mosul, iHifii E894. In Turkish times he 
graduated from the Teachers’ Training School, and 
Was A teacher in 19] 4 He wu conscripted and served 
as ;i warrant officer in Eastern Anatolia during the 
first world war. In 19] 4 he joined the Arab army at 
Dcir cl 7 or and took pirt in Jamil MadfaiN advance 
on Tel ’Afar in 1970. After the collapse of Faisal's 
nigime in Syria he went to Turkey. 

He came to Iraq in 1922 and joined the Iraqi arms . 
He wav on Bekr Stdqi’s staff at the time of the kilter's 
«*tp {f fuu in 1936 From 1940 to 1943 he beaded the 
Iraqi Military Mission to the Yemen, After his return 
to Iraq he held several brigade commands Director 


of Military Operations. Ministry of Defence, 1944- 
PrcVnot&d .Miijor-CcncraJ, 1946, 

In OctobL-r 1947 he presided over the Arab League 
Military Committee which sat at Aley Lebanon. 
Appointed Deputy CGA. early m 1948, he was made 
Commandvr Uie Irregular Arab Army of libera¬ 
tion on the outbreak of hostilities in Palestine in 
May 1948. He returned to Iraq and was appointed 
G.O.t',, Second Division. Kirkuk, in 1949, 

] Ee is a laciturn man with no sense of liumour, but 
he has n reputation for efficiency and for being a good 
disciplinarian. He is on bad terms with C-G.S. Saleh 
5jib u/.Kfi He has been reported as interested in 
politics, and he is a dose friend and supporter of 
Jamil Madlai and All Jawdut who are also both from 
Mosul 

57. JuTar Hu maud i 

Shi.i of Kadtumaia, born 1894, Educated in 
Bagdad and Was a school teacher in 1914 .After the 
1914-EH war, he graduated from the Bagdad Law 
College and joined (he Ministry of Justice. Trans¬ 
ferred to Interior in L939; he served as Oaimmaqim 
in several districts and as Mutasarri! oF Kut in 1936 
and 1937. Was President of the Bar Association. 

METiLstcr of Education for a few months; under 
Nik mat Sulaimait in 1937: Minister of Social Affairs 
under Jamil Mudfai in 1941, Between thes* minis¬ 
terial appointments he returned to Interior and served 
as Mutasarrif in several liwas He was appoiaicd 
Mutasarrif uf Bagdad in 1941 and resigned in 1942, 

Deputy for Hilla 1943, and for B.iedad 1947, he 
lost his seat in June 1948. but was again elected in 
the by-elections of June 1950, He is now prcsideni 
of the Iraqi Bar Assodation- 

Atlfiough Saleh Jabr i> >aid to have nssi^leil him 
to obtain a substantial grant of Government land in 
liillo Jiwa in J942, he joined the Constitutional Wuxt 
led by Nasrsn nl Far is i anil strongly opposed the 
pofleies of Saleh Jabrs Government in 1947. 

He speaks no English, 

58. Jhikri It,!Iran 

Kurd of (he Bahan family, born 1892, At first 
an extreme nationalist, he was deported in 1420 but 
released in 1921 Appointed Oa human am in 1923 
and later promoted to be Muiat-arrif* he served in 
the administration until 1932, 

Minister of Economics mid Communications under 
Naji Sliaukat in 1932, ri Defence under Ra-hid Ali 
in 1933. and of Education under Jamil Matlfai in 
14.34. Director-General of Finance 1934 35 and 
1936-37, 

Minister of Commuiucatnuts and 3\iirks under 
Nuri Said 1939- 40 and under J.iinjl Modfai in 1941, 
Minister of Finance under Kuri Said in 1943. 
Senator 1937-43, 

Again appointed Minister nf CommuinaiLions and 
Works under Mohammed ai Sadr in January 194$. 
he managed to retain hk portfolio in the succeeding 
Governrtaits of MtttJhim a I f»jchaclii and Nuri Said 
until November 1949 Deputy for Diyala in (he 1948 
elections. Resigned his seat cm his appointment as 
s Member of the Development Board. 

No man in Iselter versed Ilian Jala I in the arl of 
government as practised in Iraq. Like his distant 
cousin Jamal Bahsn he has been the Kurd in 

many Governments, though neither he nor Jamal 
cun spenfc Kurdish nor have any soocial iptercsl in 
Kurdislan- An unusually competent but elusive 
Minister, he is undoubted Is corrupt, but except in 
1935 has managed to avoid open scandal, 

59. JpnKtl Killian 

A Kurdish lawyer of the R.ih-m funiily. born 1890. 
After serving for some time as a iudee in Northern 
Iraq be became Deputy for Frbil in 1928, 


Minister of Justice under Nutt Said 1930-32, under 
JwjuI Madfai 1933-.N, and under All Jawdat 
1934 -35. In 1935 he joined tne party orgduised by 
JuitHl Madlai to oppose Vasin al rkiMitmi. 

Minister ol Social Afijirs under Niuri Said 1941 -42 
and ni Justice under Sulch Jabr in 1447. Between 
hia-mimsieriiil appointments he practised m a Lawyer, 
.lilJ w.t:-. often uepuEy. Appointed Sena lor in July 
1947. 

Like his relative Jalail Bakun he has beon 

almost a professional Kurdish Minister. As Minister 
under Saleh Jubf he was criticised for venality and 
for influencing judges. He was Acting Prime 
Minister during Sweh Jabrs absertt'e in London for 
the signature oi the Porlsmoulfi Frealy, and his 
handling of the situation caused hy the demonstration 
was inept . but in his defence it must be said that 
Saleh labr had kepi Imn in the dark over the course 
of the negotiations. He resigned with two other 
Ministers before Saleh Jabr himself gave up hope* and 
has not been very active since. He is triricuf of the 
measures taken against Iraqi Jews In 1950 and 1951. 

69. Jrini al l ma r A ad It mi 

Kurd, bora in 19] 2, Son of Umar Nad ham fqo‘.j H 
Studied at the American University of Beirut. 

Alter serving in the Northern liwas and in Diva la 
he was appumied Muusamf enf Basra in July 1949, 

FmerECiic and rcspecied by the local officials and 
fund of social liFc. He has a mod name for honesty. 
Intelligent but easily esetied and violently anti- 
Jewish. He ffiis no particular political amliations 
but he is thought to have pros peels as nn Iraqi 
diplomatic representative abroad, 

61, Jamil Abdul Wahhab 

Sunni of Bagdad, Born 1910 of a middlc-clais 
family. Educated at Bagdad L.aw College and prac¬ 
tised for a short lime. 

Joined Iraqi Government service in 1933. and was 
appointed Assistant Magistrate, B.igdai!. He was 
later transferred to [Gquh.t. 

Deputy Tv't I by ala in 1939 .in<i Ikigdad in 1943 
and 1947, He lost his seat in 1946, but became 
Deputy for Majimudiyab in 1950. A member of the 
Central Committee of Nuri Said’s Constitutional 
L-nion Party from Its foundation In 1949. 

Minister fur Social Affairs under Nuri Sard 1946. 
and under Saleh Jabr 1947. 

His marriage in 1933 to a niece of Nuri Said is the 
main reason for hi- political advancement. In spite 
of ibis connexion, his attitude during the Rashid Ali 
rebellion was ambiguous. He is a personal friend of 
the Regent and Shakir al Wadi, and in April 1949 wras 
•selected is Iraqi Minister o Cairo. The Egyptian 
Government, however, refused the ORrt'tnciu. He is 
reported to have engaged in doubtful land transac¬ 
tions in Hilla liwa and he is said to be dissolute, 
ambitious and untrustworthy. He speaks n little 
English, 

62, Jamil Martial 

Sunni of Mosul, bom about 1886. Educated 
Istanbul and everted an officer in the Turkish Army. 
He joined the Arab revolt and in 1920 was command¬ 
ing the Shariftan forces al Deir d Zor. In that year 
he instigated l he murder of the British Political 
Officer and entered Tel Afar, calling upon the tribes 
to rise against the British in die name of the Sharif 
He retired to Syria when British troops approached 
from Mosul, 

Returned to Iraq in 1923 and served as Muta&arxif 
in several Itwas. 

Deputy fttiTii 1929 and President of ibe Chamber 
from 1932 to 1933; Senator from 1935 10 
1945 and again from I94H onwards. President of tUe 
Senate 19-13. 1949 and 1950 








Minister rtf Imerlot under Nuri Pasha 1930; Prime 
Minbicr 1933 and again in 1934 with a different 
Cabinet. Minister of Defence under Ali Jaudat* 
August 1934; Prime Minister again for twelve days 
in March 1935. after which lie was forced to resign 
by .in agitation in [he Middle Euphrates organised 
by Vasin Pasha al HrshimL He refused an invitation 
in join ihc Government formed by Hikmat Sukiman 
after the Rekr Sidcji coup d'Lmi in 1936, He visited 
the Yemen in the winter of 1936 37 to obtain the 
Inufit's adherence to the Iraqi-Suudi pact of Arab 
Brotherhood Became Prime Minister again in 
August 1437 after the murder of Bekr Sidqs and 
H Ik mat SdaimanN resignation He was forced to 
resign in December J938 by a military dcrnonstratfari 
organised in favour of Nun Said. He accompanied 
the Regent an his flight to Palestine during; the 
J?.iiliid Ali rebellion in, 1941 and after us collapse 
became Prime Minister for a short time In 1943 
at the suggestion of Nuri Pasha, lie toured the Arab 
vcnmttics to canvas support [or Arab unity, In 394ft 
after the riots against the Portsmouth Treaty he Look 
[he. portfolio of Interior under Muhammad as Sadr 
for a few month* In 1949 he was sent by Nuri Said 
M various Arab capitals in an attempt to unify Arab 
policy towards Palestine. 

Jamil Nfadfai K “-aid to have been energetic and 
resolute in his earlier years, He is popular in most 
puli if cal circles and his influence, which is generally 
used on the side of moderation, is still considerable* 
but he fs an ageing man, susceptible lo the interven¬ 
tion or others and afraid of making enemies, He is 
mlikely to t ike any further political part except as a 
ligurchcad His acquisitions of land and commercial 
interests have made him a rich man. He speaks no 
English. 


63. Jamil af 1/rfttft 

Rorn about 190?, of a kuig-cstablidled Bagdad 
family. Sunni. Educated at Huedad Law College, 
whence he graduated in 1930, and studied for i short 
lime a! the London School of Economics, On his 
re i urn be eiSited a weekly legal journal He joined 
the Iraqi Judicial Service 1933 and served as a Judge 
m Hitlii, Diwaniyz. Nanriyn and later ns Chief 
Magistrate and President of the Execution Depart¬ 
ment, Bagdad. 

Deputy for Dival;i 1947. Vice-President of the 
Cnumber of Deputies 1949. Founder-member and 
member of tht Central Co mini nee of ’vuri Said's 
Constitutional Unity Party, December 1949. Minister 
without Portfolio in charge of Auqaf Affairs under 
fattliq Suweidi, 1950. 

He ksi protege of Ahmad Mufilnar Bahan. without 
much pef^nal influence 


64. K until Clunk 1 re hi 

Sunm of Bagdad, bom 1901. Half-brother of 
Ruouf Chadcrchi ft/.v.). His father wav exited in 
1920 and he accompanied him to Istanbul where he 
studied medicine for n year. 

On reluming to Iraq he studied law and graduated 
from the RugtfoJ Law College in about 1925, when 
he was appointed to a minor position in the Ministry 
of Finnnos. Became Prism? Secretary to Vasin al 
Hjshimt in 1929. ;tnU left official employment soon 
after lo edit Al iUui at Wmant, the organ of Vasin 
Pasha's party of that Hurtle, In the carij 30‘s he was 
associated with the Ahali group with Mohammed 
Madid, Abtful Fellah Ibrahim and Abdul Qadir 
Ismail and started [he newspaper Sour til Ahull. 
which has continued with some interruption and 
changes of name ever since. He was convicted under 
Ehc Press Law m 3934 and arrested in the same t ear 
for publishing pamphlets against King Chari but 
released fur lack of evidence. 


The Ahali group was privy to the Bekr Ssdqi 
coup d£{ut against Vasin al Has him! in 1.936 am! 
Kamil became Minister of Economies and Commerce 
in the Cabinet formed by Mil met Sulaiman. He 
resigned in June 1937 because of the increasing 
influence of the Army. He Inter farmed the Demo 
■-fane Party with Mohammed Hadid, Majid Mustafa 
and Hikmei Suhiiman which had I uric success, Me 
refused to enter Nuri Said’s Cabinet in 3 943, In 
l L) 4o he formed the National Democratic Party, which 
voluntasily suspended activity in 1948. but resumed 
in 1950. Both in 1946 and 1947 he wav prosecuted 
on Press Law charges. 

Kamil is a muddle-headed idealist who holds pro- 
gres&ivc social democratic views with complete 
sincerity. but he is incapable of translating ihe.s£ 
Mews into a consistent policy suitable to Iraqi con¬ 
ditions. The poor success of {he National Democratic 
Party is largely tlue to his laid of leadership and 
organising ability. He is m unrelenting opponent of 
Nuri Said. 

Formerly a rich landlord, he has now sold much 
"I Ids land and ss no longer wealthy. He speaks very 
little English. 


65. Khalil Lmail 

Bagdad 5irani, of an obscure family of Indian 
origin. Bora 1903. Educated at die Bagdad Law 
College, he held various positions m the Ministry of 
Interior from 1925 to 1932, 

Secretary of the Cabinet 1932™ 35. Appointed 
Director-General of Interior 1935; of Education 
1936; for Foreign A ft a tre 1937. M u lasarrif of A mara 
I937-3&, 

Appointed Director-General of Interior 143$: of 
Awqaf 1940; of Census 1941; of Revenues 1942; of 
Finance 1943; and of Customs and llxd.se 1945. 

In November Sd 4M he was made l ndcr-Secretary 
in charge of the Ministry of Finance during Mtizahim 
at Pachti'chi's Government. In January 1949 he 
became Minister of Finance under Nuri Said and 
held this post until (he whole Cabinet resigned in 
autumn 1949. He became Depute for Amara in a 
by-election in March 1949. 

A competent though ponderous ptUciat of the old 
school. White Minister of Finance he gave tbs 
appearance of being friendly and co-operative, but his 
habit of distorting facts wav jpL to lead to difliculiies. 
Both during and after his period of office he was 
widely accused of corruption on a large scale, Speaks 
excellent English and prides hlm.self on his local 
knowledge. 


66. k I mill kimua 

Sunni, born in Felluja about 1905. Hi* family is of 
lurk oman origin, Educated al the American 
University of Beirut, and the Bagdad Law College, 
he entered Government service m 3933 and worked 
mainly iti ihc Ministry of Coinmuiucsllorts and Worts 
unci! 3 941, when he supported Rashid Ah G&ihni's 
f n ' J P d'Eicit and was consequently interned. 

In 1946 he wav a founder-member of the Htiqlal 
Party, but he resigned from the Paris with a flourish 
m 1947 ami married a daughter of Ali Ridha nl 
A^kcri, thus becoming a relative of Nuri Said. 
Elected Deputy for the Du him in 1947. he was not 
returned in thy 194ft elections. Deputy for Pulaim in 
by-elections of June L950, 

In January 1949 he started the newspaper Al Ahtl, 
which was Nuri Saids mouthpiece. In December 
1949 he became a Founder-mem tier of Nuri’s 
Constitutional Union Party and was elected to its 
Central Committee, 

Appointed Minister without Portfolio in Tawtiq 
SuweidiN Government in February 1950 to supervise 
press and propaganda affairs. 


i is 


Appointed Minister of Lducatlrtn under Nuri Said 
in September 1950. His sucee* in this post has 
largely re-established his. political rcputiition He 
represented Iraq at tilie L'.N.E.h.C.O, Conference in 
Geneva in June 1951. 

A fervent Sunni and deeply distrusted by tin? 
Shire, he speaks ^ood English.' 

His young wife speaks no English. 

67, Mahmud Aglrn llajjt Rasul 

A Kurdish chief of the Piirlidcr (rib? of Oal’a Di/a. 
born about 1^00, He is leader ol that faction of the 
Fi/hdcr which in strength ami liKal influence among 
the Plihdcr and neighbouring trilics rivals the faction 
lad by iNibekr Agilia (q. v.X The Iraqi Government 
have n,oi recognised ins claim to paramount leader¬ 
ship of the Pi/hder. 

An active &nd inteiligcnl man, lie hjx been accused 
by TLibeki Agha of hiving c.muct vviili Commum-rv 
in A/crbaipan. but there is no proof of this. He 
professes loyally lo Lhe British connexion. 

63, Mnhinud Agha Zibari 

Kurdish chiefain of the Zibari tribe east of Amadia, 
horn about 1895, At (irst a supporter of Mulb 
Must ifa ri/,v,L who married his daughter, he was 
bribed with money and rifles by Mustafa al Umuri 
(g.v.l, sHen Minister of Irtierior. and took the Govern¬ 
ment. side against Mulla Mustafa in 1945, 

Since then the Central Government have appeased 
him, He was elected Deputy in 1947 and 1948 and 
was awarded the Oder of the Kaftdain Class IV. 
Nevertheless lie continued to be a thorn in the 
flesh, of the administrative authorities, and his 
m ighbeurs fear and hate him for his rapine. He is a 
rullian and brigand, but he has influence in tribal 
circles and cannot lie ignored- 

69. Muhmiid 1 Sheikh Said : Sheikh 

Kurd id the family of Bar/.inji Sayyids. Born 1884- 
lie inherited from bis father considerable religious 
and tribal influence and a tradition of opposition to 
central authority. In Ottoman Times he was notorious 
for Jiis oppression and rapacity. 

He was appointed Hukumdur of SuLumaniya and 
given Briiisii advisers in December I9| S. In June 1919 
he attempted to throw oil British control but WU 
defeated, wounded and condemned (o death, f"he 
Wttlcnce w-a> commuted and he was imprisoned in 
Lidia. He was again appointed Hukumdar in August 

1922 but soon began to try to extend hri personal 
power. He was .summoned to Bagdad in February 

1923 but took to the mountains with bis personal 
follow in e and remained an embarrassment to the 
authorities until hri surrender in 1930. From 1931 
to 1941 he ajs iri forced residence ;it Nasima. 
Ramadi and Bngdad- 

ln 1 "JI lu: escaped m Kurdistan and prepared to 
oppose Rashid AfiN unconstitutional Government by 
force. Since the col Jape of Kushid Mi's rebeffkm be 
has lived in semi-retirement at Dari Kclla in Baraian 
nrar Suhi manias . 

He is Mill vers influential in Sulaiuiiiniya and causes 
the local authorities some trouble, He hates, all Arabs 
and holds the Bagdad Government in contempt. He 
has three sons, Raouf. Itaha All (tf.vj and Lutif. 
He speaks Turkish and Arabic in addition lo 
Kurtiish. 

70. Muhmud .Such! Dulturi 

Sunni of Bagdad, horn 11190 a! Kerbs la, where his 
father was Public Prosecutor. 1 k received his 
primary education in Bagdad and was a school 
teacher for a short time. He entered Bagdad Law^ 
School, E*wi9 and oompkled liis studies in Istanbul! 
where his father wav transferred about 1910. He 


remained in Istanbul until 1921 and acquired wmc 
snull reputation as a writer in liicrary periodicals. 

Legal adviser to the Bagdad Municipality 3 921 - 22. 
Deputy 1925; Anatl al Asinia 1930 and ugitin in 1933. 
Prj[icip.j| of the Law School 1931; Director-General 
of Fspy 1932; Senator 1937 to 1944, 

Minister of Justice under Nuri Said December 1938 
by February 1940; Minister for Foreign Affairs also 
under Nuri 1943. 

Mahmud Subhi is well-off. owning land un the 
Tigris in Azizieh Nahiyi ;iv well as houic properiv 
in Bagdad, The nationalism of hiv youth has worn 
oft am! he is now out of polities and friends with 
everyone, He much enjoys social life and the sound 
o! his own voice He speaks Turkish and some 
French. 

71. Mahriii id ILnJhdliaJ. .sheikh 

Sunni Arab, born about 1896. In 1927 he 
succeeded his iwims father. Fa had Beg. as chief of 
the Amaral (AnautM tribe, beduin of die s' Uih- 
western dc$Sri of Iraq. 

His father was uaicompromisingly pro-British, but 
Mahrut has Lried to maintviu good relations with the 
Iraqi Government alva lie is not highlv respected in 
Bagdad, however. 

in 1940 he contracted for the suppiv of labour on 
the Haifa-lfegdnd road, but during' Rashid Ali'i 
rLbellion in 1941 sotne of hts tribesmen got out of 
control and looted the road camps. During the w r ar 
he engaged in profitable smuggling, particular!! of 
arms, from Palestine, 

His Rv-rra estate, west of Kcrbaia. was ex pro- 
printed for the Abu Dibis reservoir in 1944 -45. and 
out of the liigh compensation he received Mahrut has 
since bought other esutes near Kerhab. 

Justly proud of his pedigree. Mi brut has more of 
the avarice than of the generosity ehoradcrivtic of the 
teauin Intensely hated in Shiite Kerbala, he is often 
held up by Iraqis as an example of the poor son of » 
tine father. Fie respects the British. 

72. Majid .Mustafa 

Kurd of Sulamianiva. born about 1895. An officer 
iai the Turkish Army during the First World War, he 
remained pro-Turkisb for sonic lime and later became 
an active supporter of Sheikh Mahmud h/.v), 

Appointed Muslii \,ihiya 1927; Oaininiaitam 
I9JF-35; Muiasarrtf 19?5 41; he was an able 
administrator. 

Hu attitude during Rashid All’s rebellion in 194L 
was equivocal, and be forfeited the trust of both sides. 
On the Regent s return to Bagdad lie was suspended 
for four years for having complied with Rashid \!iN 
orders. 

Nevertheless in December |«43 the Regent rduc- 
tanUy agreed to his appointment ss Minister without 
Portfolio to advise on Kurdish affairs in Nuri Said’s 
Oovemnieut He achieved a peaceful settlement with 
Mulla \fuvmfEt of Bureau in Jaimitrv 1944 but 
raligned with the whole Cahmd in June 1944. J 

Appointed Miniver of Social Affairs under Nun 
Said li i September 1950 and elected Depu E v for 
Frbil in November 1450. 

Although he <-■ j Kurd First and an Iraqi after- 
wards, Majid has proved an able Minister. He has 
sought the assistance of this Embassy on numerous 
occasions in connexion with the reorganisation of 
Fii-, Ministry. He has 'arg-.- and successful busines'; 
intere'Ls including .t marble quanrv in Rowanduz 
He >pcjks little English. 

73. .Mar % bn nun 

Lshai Mar Shimun Wllfrd, Fatriarcli of the 
Assyrians, Born abivut 1909. he succeeded u> the 
patriarchate in 1920 when a child Educated in 
England at a seminar;, in Canterbury, 










After hi* rcium to Iraq he inspired the mutiny of 
the Assyrian Lcsics in i9J2 and che exodus of the 
Assyrian* to Syria in 1933 which precipitated ihc 
masvicres in Mosul liwa of ihai year. He was 
deported in 1933 and given asylum in Cyprus, He 
spent the nest seven year* in Europe, mostly in 
England and Geneva* trying to obtain assistance for 
hi* people. Granted British naleiralisapon in 1939 
and went to Cyprus, but in 1940 he went to America 
and has. since been living in Chicago* taking a full 
part in inineties which split the Assyrians both inside 
and outside Iraq. 

Mar Shimtin’s aim was to establish the whole 
Assyrian community in a compact enclave under his 
own spiritual and temporal authority, His political 
inexperience and overweening ambitions caused his 
people much neediest suffering. 

74. Matriad Mukhlis 

Sunm. bont about lfcttti. He served w ith gallantry 
in the Shcfilian army and was badly wounded. 

He returned tv iiaedad m 1921, alter serving in 
Syria, and joined the extreme Nationalists, As no 
post could be found for him in the Iraq Army he 
v, .is given the AJ Hamra estate near Tokrii and 
settled down to cultivate it. 

He was MuusarnF of Kerhib in 1923. Since 1923 
he has been a Senator most of the time, and still is; 
lilts, lie was President of the Chamber of Deputies 
from 1937 to E94L He was bitterly hostile to Bekr 
Sidqi's coup (Ffital of 1936 and to the succeeding 
Govermerit of Hikmat Sufeiroan. and an attempt was 
made to assassinate him early in 1937. Ttefcr SidqPi 
aides-de-camp were suspected. 

Formerly an impulsive nationalist with pan-Arab 
sentiments. Maul ml lias in recent years become an 
habitual drunkard. He has tittle mil Lie nee left. 

75. Muj flail ;d Alirci 

Sunni of Bagttod. born about E&94, Educated in 
France, lie relumed to Ballad in 1926, 

Professor at the Law School 1926. Director- 
General Ministry of Foreign Affairs 1928 He with- 
drew to Beirut after a quarrel with the Minister 
Abdullah Damtuji (q.v.i jn 1930. He accompanied 
X Liri Slid to Mecca lu ri ego Hale the Iraqi-jScjd Hon 
Voisidage agreement in 1931. Became Judicial 
Adviser to thn baud 1912. Returned to Bagdad 1933 
and held positioos in the Iraqi Foreign Service at 
Tehran, Beirut and Bombay, hie was dismissed from 
lire Foreign Service m 1937* reinstated in 1939 and 
suited at Paris, Damascus and him bid. He was 
recalled m November 1941 and again dismissed in 
1943. Since then I bn Sand ha* befriended him and 
used him on occasion In 1949 he sent him to 
Syria lo intrigue against Iraqi-Syrian union. 

Muoffaq is a unprincipled adventurer He dnnki 
heavily and hi. habits are unsavoury. 

76. Mu[lh.il(;ir Ahmad 

Sunni, born in Kills m 1899. Educated in Bagdad, 
he was an oflker an the Turkish army. 

Gazetted Assistant Commandant of Police in 1921, 
he was promoted Cominaiubnl in 1932 After a 
cdunieat Ihe Birmingham City Police School lie was, 
appointed principal I of the Inspectors' Training School 
and thereafter held several appointments on the head¬ 
quarters staff of the police. A-, Director of the C.I D 
after RashiJ All’s rebellion lie enforced energetic 
anti-Nari measures, His reputation in the police wa^ 
high, 

Director-General of Civil Defence 1941 43 l 
M olasarrif of JRomadi 1943 1 Basra 1944 45 ; Mosul 
1946; Bagdad 1946 43. He was allotted some of 
ihe titanic for police action against the January 1-948 
datumstralions and was removed to the Admmisteu- 
five Inspectorate in March 1 L) 48. He wbs appointed 


Mayor of Bagdad in 1949. and in 1950 refused the 
Directorate-General of Police in succession to All 
Hejari ((/.v.L 

Appointed Honorary O.B.E. for war services 1946. 

He is a polished and popular man and a keen 
sportsman He is refeted through his mother to 
Nun Said and to the Askari family, ind his wife, 
who appears in. public, is a Pariow. He and his wife 
speak good English and Turkish and some French. 


77. VluliAimncd Alt Mafenud 

Sunni of Bagdad, born 1895, Educated Bagdad 
Law School and employed in the Ministry of Justice, 
in which he rose to become Director-General. He 
also lidd post of Director-General Tapti and in 1935 
was a member tsf the Court of Civilian, 

Deputy for Diyala in llic Parliament of 1935 and 
for ErbiJ in those of 1936 and 1937. Minister of 
Finance in HLknial Sulci mart’s re-formed Cabinet of 
1937* 

He was Minister of Communications and Works in 
Rashid Ah's unconstitutuMiai Cabinet of April J94J. 
On its collapse he lied to Persia but wis handed over 
to the British m September 3 941. He was interned 
m Rhodesia and sent hack to Iraq in 1944, where he 
tried and sentenced to live years* imprisonment, 
but released in 1947. He was elected Deputy for 
Kor Satijaq in November 3930. 

Hi* daughter is married to a son of Ja'far al 
Askari and probably because of this cenoc&icm he 
joined Nuri Pasha'- constitutional party in 1949. 
Elected to the Cemr.il Committee of the Party in 
November 1950. 

He has only just erne real into social life He 
appear^ to be an intelligent and reasonable man and 
to he feeling his way carefully hack into politics. 
He speaks no English, 

78. Mobiimiivrd I la win Kubhu 

Shia of Bagdad, bom 189] and educated locally. 
In E93 3 he became a teacher of Arabic at Use German 
School in Bagdad After U c occupation he set op 
in commerce ni a sen, i way. He entered the Law 
School in 1920 and as a student was associated. with 
the nationalist activities of J&far Abu Titnman. He 
graduated in 1923 and joined Govern men t service. 
Judge at Siiwaira 1927, at Kadhlmtin 1931; legal 
draftsman in ihe Ministry of JusfiCe 1938. 

Deputy 1944 and President of the Chamber 1947. 
Senator from July 1947 and Vice-President oT the 
Senate December 1947. Minister for Social Affairs 
under Nuri Said 1943. lie retained this portfolio in 
the .uDoccdirg Government of Hauidi Paehachi, but 
resigned to become President of the Chamber. Mini' 
stcr of Justice under Arshid il Umari 1946 and again 
in 1948 under Muzahitn al Paehachi, Vtini^tcr of 
justice under Nuri Said January 1949. Minister 
wiihoui Portfolio in Nuri Said’s cabinet in December 
1950. 

A weak individual who would never have become 
a Minister had he been born a Sunni, He wished to 
resign front Arshad’s Cabinet in 1946 owing to the 
Prime Minister’s interference with the courts, but a 
word from Use Regent restrained hi in. He is pleasant 
and friendly and proud of bis erudition in Sbuiya 
law. He speaks no English- 

79. Muhammad Hussain Undid 

Sunni, horn 1906 of a merchant family of Mosul- 
Educated at American University. Beirut. 1924 to 
1928. am! London School of Economics 1928 to 1931 

Employed in the Ministry of Finance 1931 to 1937; 
Deputy for Mosul 1937; Minister of Supply under 
Nurt Pasha in 1946, he resigned from this Govern¬ 
ment in protest against Government interference irt 
the elections. 


He was a prominent member of the so-called A halt 
Group in the lirst half of ihe 1930’s, This group 
advocated a mild form ol socialism. Some of its 
members, later became communists, in ihe later '30s 
he was associated with Kami! Chaderehi's Demo¬ 
cratic Party and was one of Ihe founder members of 
the Nations] Democratic Paris in |94fi, Ho is Vice- 
President of this party which suspended activity m 
194i but resumed in 1950. He resigned his, scat in 
the Chamber in 1950 with ihe rest of the opposition 
deputies irt protest against the intolerance of the 
Government and of Nuri Srid’s majority party. 

Apart from his potmen 1 activities, he _ has large 
business interest» nnd is a panner with kamil 
KJicdairi in a flourishing soap business whidt exports 
to India and Egypt 

Mohammed HaJid is an intelligent and .inecre 
democrat, an effective speaker and a persuasive 
writer, but He has not made the iuxdlcciual effort 
required to transform ihe ideas he Learned at she 
London School of Economies into a suitable policy 
for Ira^. Until this |$ done he and his kind arc likely 
to remain in sterile opposition. Although a nationalist 
a ltd ;«-i oui spoken eriiie of British influence in Iraq, 
her is friendly to tis and has a number of British 
frie nds. He ipeaks excel lent tnglish, 

89. Muhammad Hussain al Knshjf al Uhitn 

The moiii import a n( Arab Shia umuahid of Najaf. 

Born between 1880 and !K lf 0 of a large family of 
Najaf. he was educated in the religious schools of 
Najaf, and is said to be very learned in Shiite law 
and theology. He has published a popular book on 
the origins and doctrine of the Slita. 

He was Iraqi delegate to the Moslem Conference 
at Jerusalem in 1931, and has since visited Pefsis. 
In. 1935 he played a prominent pan in the Euphrates 
inbal insurreclions against Vasin al Hashimi’s 
Government, hoping thereby to secure for ihe Shia a 
greater share in the Ciovernttteftt <4 lr-tq. After the 
defeat tsf Hie tribes he withdrew to the silence of 
Najaf. 

Sus pected in 1939 of accept mg money front the 
German Legation to foster anti-British feeling, he 
is.sued a fatwa against the British during Rashid All's 
rebellion in 1^41, but recanted after Rashid Alls 
deltai and managed to rehatnlilale himself very 

? utckK'. His nephew Ahmad was, however, interned 
Tom 1941 to 1944. 

Honoured by all Iraqi Shias, SEietkh Muhammed 
Hus^iin still bos some influence with the tribev of 
Southern Iraq, A fo*y. inscrutable man and a bora 
intriguer, he maintains relations with several 
Shiite polltkjans. He hates Communbt Rutsia. but 
will never forgive the Briii-sh for their policy in 
Palestine. 

8L Muhammad Mahdi Kublm 

Ik'rm about 1900 of the well-known Bagdad Shia 
family of K»bha. he was educated tai the religious 
seminary at Najaf in Gram mar, Persian and 
theology. 

After the Firsi World War he engaged in quite u 
humble way in the textile trade in common with 
uihcr members of his family. He never bold Govern¬ 
ment office of any kind until 3948. nil hough he was 
once a Deputy for Bagdad in 1937, 

He was a member of ihe Nationalist Muuuitma 
dub from its foundation end wa% helped into 
politics bs a fellow member Dr, Jamah He 

developed pro-Aids sympathies during a visit to 
Germany m the late 30’s but took no active pan irt 
ihe Rashid AIL movement 

He was made president rtl the Istiqlal Party on its 
formation in 1946, probably owing to his Shia 
ongjn, well-known name, and clean record. His voice 
in its councils is less effective than, those of Faiq 
Stmiirrai and SiddLq Shcn^hal Re-elected president 
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of the Estiqlal Party in November 1950, he strongly 
supported ihe Persian Government m their clforb. to 
nationalise the Anglo-banian Oil Company in 1951. 

Miamler of Supply in the Sadr Cabinet of January 
1943, he resigned in June over the conduct of the 
elections. However, he became Deputy for Bagdad 
in the-,c elections, but resigned his seal in protect, nt 
common with ihe rest of the opposition, in March 
1950. He wa& re-elected in Uie by-elections in June, 
An untidy looking man, he has a reputation for 
sobriety luil* honesty. His enemies accuse Him of 
folly rather than knavery. Intelligent, but not 
politically' astute, he only speaks Arabic and Persian. 
He is a strong opponent of British *' imperialism/’ 

Muhaitmied Rid Li a Shabibi 

Shis of Nejaf. born 18K9, Educated in the religious. 
scJlooB of Neiaf. In iVtiS he began to publish poetry 
in tine Egyptian periodical press and .u,paired a, 
reputation as a literary man. He played some part in 
the nulionalisi disturbances in Nejaf dnnng ihe 
occupation. In I9P4 he was, sent to the Hejaz by 
some Iraqi nationalists to oiler the Iraiji throne to 
thi Amir Abdullah; thence he went to Syria and did 
not return to Bagdad until 1921. 

He was a member of the Constituent Assembly 
-aitij Wav Deputy for Bagdad in most Iraqi Parlia¬ 
ment- until 1935. Senaioi front 1935 to 1943 :md 
President erf the Senate for a few months in 1937. 
He returned to the Lower House in 1943 and was 
its Presidem in 1943 -14. He resigned from Parlia¬ 
ment with the Opposition deputies in March 1950, 
Minister for Education under Vasin a 3 Hashimi in 
1924. he resigned, from this Government witli kavlijd 
Ali GaiHnt over the Turkish Petroleum Company 
conecv-ion. Again Minister for Education in 3 935 
under Vasin A Kashirin, under JainLJ M.idfai in 1937 
and 1941, and under Mohammed al Sadr in L94 h8. 

In 1951 fee played a prominent part in the forma¬ 
tion of the United Popular Front and was elected 
Chairman of the From 1 # Political Committee, 

A genial old bigot whose views on education are 
strongly reactionary. He L a mtoik critic of British 
influence in Iraq, but he is personally friendly to 
Englishmen, He speaks no English* 

ILL Muhammad Said {fznat 
Kurd of Sutaiitiamva, born about 1903, Largely 
self educated. He began his career av a clerk in 
the Mutasarrifiya in Sulaimaniya in 1924. Appointed 
Quaimmaqam of Hatebju in 1 ,] ’4 Framferred. 
L«i L93 L f lo Zakhn and in 19J1 to Kifri. Front 
194| to ! L I44 fee served in the Mnnstry of the Interior. 
In l u 44 he was appointed Mutasarrif ai Kut, TranS- 
ferral to Erbil in 1945 and to Kirkuk ill 1947. after 
a short spdl a.v un Administrative lnsp:ctor. 
Appointed MuUisiarif of Mosul in 1949. 

He has visited England and in the summer of 1950 
he toured America as a gu«t of tin: United States 
Government, 

Hird working, honest and fearless. Saul Qjz/oj 
generally regarded as one of the best administrators 
in the country^ He is m close friend of Mustafa at 
Umari and Majid Mustafa, He speuks good English. 

B4, 'Muhammad al Swdr t Say till 

Shi^ of KadhinKiin. bom abH>ut 11S®5. Educated in 
religious circles at Kadhinurin. 

He was a strong national tit in the early days of 
Lhc British occupation and took an active pan In the 
insurrection of 3920. He fled lo Syria after Its. sup- 
prcssion sad returned with King Faisal in June 1921. 

Appointed Senator in 3925. He was president of 
the Senate from 1929 to 1937 and again after a short 
interval from 1937 to 1943, He has several times been 
a member of the Regency Council during the Regent’s 
absences from Iraq. Prime Minister January to June 
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Muhammad ,il Sadr's political importance is due to 
hfo re Jig tom prestige and his nationalist past For 
tiiesc reasons he is always consulted at moments o. 
crisis but hi\ weakness, ignorance and incapacity were 
amply proved by his total failure as Prime Minister 
to restore normal conditions after the disturbance* 
in Bagdad which removed Saleh. Jabr and secured the 
rejection of the Portsmouth Treat) in J 3 nu. 1 t 1 ) 1948 
He speaks no English. 

85. Minus n> mad Sartiq Shmshal 

Surint. born ift Mosul about I908-. Stuilied law at 
Bagdad and Damascus. He subsequently studied at 
the Sorhunne. returning to Iraq in 1939. 

After servma as a Legal Adviser to the Ministry for 
Foreign Allairs he because Director of Propaganda 
under Rashid Alt in 1941. Although acquitted of 
the charges brought against him he was interned. In 
1^46 h.- took a leading part in the formation of the 
istiqktl Parly. 

Sidiq Shetishai is violently and-British and he 
keeps up a flow of invective again-.! the British 
connexion in Parliament and in the press. He is 
married 10 a sister of Vunrs Snb'awi who wa* 
eicvuieJ for the part he played in the Rashid All 
revolt, 

86 . Muiiammed Salim at Rad hi 

Sunni, born Bagdad 1899. He was educated in 
Bagdad, the American University of Beirut and the 
Universities of California and Texas* from which he 
obtained doctorates ui Agriculture and Science. 
Returning to Iraq in 1926 he joined the Department 
of Agriculture, in which foe eventually became, and 
remained for several years, Director-General 

Director-General of Labour in the Ministry of 
Social Affairs. 1946. Iraqi Minister in Tehran, 
t94?-4 L L Appointed first Iraqi Minister to India, 
July 1949. 

He is a landowner and is connected with the 
wealthy Shabandir family. His reputation in the 
Department of Agriculture was good, hut ns Minister 
m Tehran he was not popular with the Persians Iraqi 
Shas accuse him of being a fanatical Sunni, He and 
his attractive wife both speak English wdl. 

87. Mulla iMtiriiifa 

Kurdish chieftain of Barrau, bom about 1398 . 
Younger brother of Ahmad of Ba frail itf v.y, 

lie was the fighting Deader of ;!ic Bar/aris jn the 
troubles of 1931-32, surrendered with Sheikh Ahmad 
in 1933* and wav banished to Sulnimamya, where he 
lived for ten years in poverty cm a smsll .iltow&ncc 
from the Govern merit, 

In 1943 he escaped to Barman, where lie soon 
became involved in skirmishes with the Iraqi police. 
■\l first concerned only with his own position, he Inter' 
began lb pose as a champion of Kurdish nationalism 
and won much Kurdish sympathy anti support. He 
resisted successful!) the forces of police and troops 
scot against him Alt January 1944. j vcLiJcnicm wj- 
arraiigcd. and he visited Bagdad to make submission 
to the Regent. Returning to Ffatvan. he remained 
restless, but wav formally pardoned in April 1945. 
when me Iraqi Government announce! a programme 
for improving security and developing agriculture in 
the Barr a 11 area 

Becoming impatient* he again took up arms against 
the Government in August 1945. Large Iraqi forces 
and clever bribery administered by Mustafa al Umari 
l^;v.) eventually defeated the ILirrariis, and he and 
his brother Ahmed fled to Persia, where they were 
welt received by the Russian authorities. 

After the collapse of the Persian Kurdish inde¬ 
pendence movement led by Qari Mohammed. Mulla 
Mustafa and his brother retired before the Persian 
forces and entered Iraq in May 1947, .Sheikh Ahmad 
surrendered to the Iraqi Government but Mulla 


Mustafa refused unconditional surrender and 
managed to escape with a few hundred men through 
Turkey and Azerbaijan into the Soviet t nton. 

At isrst welcomed by the Russian authorities, but 
now, it is said, despised, the Mulla remains in the 
U.S.S.R. Popular tear of his eventual return keeps 
his name ulive in Iraq, 

K,+, M u-.a MraFandar 

Sunni of BjLjuad, bam 1899. [Ite son of a wealthy 
landowner, fiss brother Ibrahim is a prominent 
Bagdad merchant. Educated in Bagdad and in 
Switzerland, he was in Europe from 1918 to 1932, 
mostly in Switzerland and Germany. 

Joined the Iraqi Foreign ^service, 1932; Secretary 
of Iraqi delegation to the League of Nations, 1933: 
I-irsi Secretary.. Berlin, L935, in 1937 he whs accused 
of giving cmilitate* of export 10 Iraq for munitions 
destined for Spain. He was recalled and arrested, 
but proceedings again*! him were dropped. 

Deputy (or Amu 1937 10 1939. 

Re-appointed to the Foreign Service 1939 and seat, 
la Berlin an charge d'affaires. Assistant Director- 
General in the Ministry far Foreign Affairs, October 
1939, Minister for Foreign Affairs in the unconstitu¬ 
tional Governnieni of Rashid ALi in April 1941. Me 
tied to Persia after Rashid All's collapse, but was 
caught and interned in Rhodesia and later sent back 
to Iraq for trial, lie was sentenced in [944 to five 
years' imprisonment and sequestration of property* 
Owing iu ill-health he did noi serve all his sentence. 

He has been free since 1947 and in 1949 he joined 
Nun Said’s CormillukmaL Union Party and was 
appointed Minister al Damascus 

Musa Shahandar is not a strong personality. He is 
intelligent and accommodating, an official rather than 
a politician. He is married to a Lebanese and speaks 
English. French and German. 

HA Movtala id Umari 

Sunni of the l'man family of Mosul. Bom in |&93 
and educated at the Bagdad Law School, he served as 
an officer in the 1 urkish forces in Mesopotamia in 
the first world war and was taken prisoner- 

He entered Government service at ihe end of the 
w ar* served as Oaimntaqam and Mutnsarrif in several 
districts and also held the posts, of Accountant- 
General and Director-General qf Interior. 

He was Minister of Interior under Hikttm S ukiman 
m 1937; under Jamil Madfai, i937-3S and in 1941, 
under Hamdi Pachadti, l°44 46 and under MttZSthim 
Pachachi in 1948 He has .lift) been Minister of 
J LLvEicchlodcr Madfai in liiie 1938*of Economics under 
Mu hammed as Sadr. January-June 1948 (Acting 
Inleridr from March 1^48 onwards), and without 
Portfolio under Muzuhim at rise end of E94K and 
under N'uri Said from December 1950. He has 
been a Serial or since 1937. 

Of all Iraqi politicians and officials Mustafa is 
probably the most notorious for corruption. He is 
also one of the most capable administrators and most 
astute politicians in the country; Lie may be said to 
exhibit the best and the worst features of the Ottoman 
idea of Government His administration during 1945 
arid his conduct of the 1948 elections amused severe 
criticism, but he served his country 1 well during ihc 
B&rzani troubles of 1945. when hia wcU-directcd 
bribery was of great usristwKse to the Iraqi forces 
operating against Mulla Mustafa, lie speaks only 
a Utile English 

m Mu/afiixn Inlift al Pachachi 

Sunni of Bagdad, horn 1888. Educated at the Law 
School in Bagdad and graduated in 1912 Before the 
1914 war he was .1 strong Arab nationalist. He wrote 
for Arab natiomifisi papers and had Lo flee to Basra 
in 1913 |o escape arrest After the war he Was 


employed as a magistrate by the occupation authori¬ 
ties in Basra and returned to Bagdad in 1922. 

He joined Govern men 1 service in, March 1923 and 
became Minister of Communications and Works 
under Vasin id Hashimi in 1924. In 1927 be was sent 
to London -i* Iraqi Diplomatic Agent* returning rn 
1928* Minister of Economics and Communteations 
under Nun Pasha, January 1931, and almost immedi¬ 
ately after Minister of Interior in the same Govern¬ 
ment, He resigned in October 1931 because of 
differences with his colleagues over his dismissal of 
the Amin al Asiraa. Mahmud Sublri Daflari In May 
1932 he was charged wuh complicity in the circulation 
of scurrilous letters, about [be King. He was tried 
and acquitted in October 1932, 

Iraqi Minister at Rome and Permanent Iraqi dele¬ 
gate at Geneva, 1934: Minister at Paris, 193'ri he 
remained there as Minister co the Vichy Government 
and did not return when Iraq broke off relations in 
November 1941 but wem instead 10 Rome. In 1944 
he went w Geneva und sought facilities lo return io 
Iraq, which were refused He eventually relumed in 
November ISWSr 

Prime Minister, June 194H lo January 1949; deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs under 
A fei J uwdat, December 194M to February 1950 , He was 
appointed Senator in E94S but the appointment was 
held to be constitutionally invalid by a Digit Court 
in 1950. He left Iraq for Egypt and Saudi Arabia just 
before the issue of this decision. He returned to 
Iraq in November 1950 and took a leading part in the 
formation of the United Pv'pular Front in May 1951 
The Regent is unlikely lo agree to his early return to 
office. 

Muzahnu's character presents some contradiction. 
He is a steong nationalist and rcseni.s " imperialism ' 
decplv* but he has been much influenced by the Social 
Democratic ideas which he has encountered during 
his prolonged residence in Western Europe. He is 
often reasonable, but van be stupidly obstinate. 
Politically courageous at times* of others he gives up 
without a '.[rugglL'. His ideas on general policy arc 
hie, hut as a political t.sctician he is inept. Ik- 
hates Nun Pasha and si rough resents his influence 
with the Regent- This h«s led him to criticise the 
latter indiserceily on ■occasion. He is very deaf- He 
speaks English, 


91 * Nadhif Shawi 

Sunni, ivriginallv of the Ubaid iri.be. Bom Bagdad 
ISft?. Educated'at the Military College. Istanbul, 
and gazetted an ofiieer in ihc Turkish army in 1909. 
He served in Syria in (he Turkish Coastal Defence 
forces throughout live first world war. Afterwards he 
joined King Faisal's army in Syria and fought against 
the French at Mmsaloun in E920. 

After the expulsion, of Faisal from Syria he returned 
to Bagdad and for some years was h secondary vchn«il 
teacher. During this period he graduated fn>m the 
Bagdad Law School. 

Hu joined the Iraqi army in 1927 In 1935 he 
^ 1 tended army manoeuvres in England, and on his 
return was given comma nd of the Iraqi Stall College.. 
Brigadier and Assistant C.G.S.. 1937: retired. 1939. 

Minister of Defence under Jamil Madfai. June id 
O ctober 1941. Deputy lot Dulaim. 194? to 1947, 
Founder mendvi of Saleh lahi s Popular Socialist 
Party, June 1951, He was described as a pleasant 
but colour loss Minister, 


92. Nad ini Shakir al Paehochi 

Surnti of Bagdiid, born 1914. Nophew of the late 
Hamdi Fathachi and of Muzahim Pachachi 
FdUCited at Victoria College, AJtXJJWJri* and London 

University. _ ... ^ 

Returned to Bagdad in 1938 and was appointed to 
[he Ministry of Economics in which he rose to be 
Director-General by 1944 


He was a member of the Iraqi Delegation 10 ihc 
United Nation* in 1946 and visited London and 
America in 1 '■J44S to try to obtain support for tht 
proposed Iraqi Oil Refinery at Eaiji. L.irly in 1950 
be quarrelled with ins Minister, Dhia J a afar, and 
Leinjercd tii;. resignation. His reugnulion wa> not 
accepted und he was appointed Direclor-Ckneriil of 
Oil Affairs in June 1950, in this capacity he was a 
member of the Iraqi Dclcgatton to die negotiations 
with the Iraq Petroleum Company in the summer and 
Autumn of 195(1, In March 1951 he again became 
DirecEor-Gcneral of Economics. He spin visited 
the l mted Kingdom in connexion with lenders for 
the oil refinery and the Iraq Government s gold ease 
against the Iraq Petroleum Couipain. 

Nadiiu has not a very strong personality hut he is 
an exceptionally intelligent and competent official 
whose rapid rise wav m>[ entirely due lo the influence 
of his family. He i- friendly and o>operaitve. Has 
up [o the present ihown ro signs of wishing to enter 
polities, in addition lo his oflidtl posiuon he is a 
kndnWncr and farmer on a large scale* He divorced 
his first wife (a Ptcluchri in 1947 in order 10 marry 
a cabaret anisic. He divorced his second wife in 
1950. He speaks excellent English. 


93. Dr. Nail al Aril 

Bagdad Sunni, bom abemt IS95. A graduate of the 
QuasfamitiojMc Medical School in Ottoman times, he 
first Ijccamv prominent in 19^] semiofficial 
Hiiisliirtiit*' representative in London. After I bn 
SaudA conquest of rite Hejite he became destitute and 
was deported 10 Iraq in 1925. 

Employed in the Iraqi Military Medical Service 
from E926, he was appointed Iraqi Consul-General 
and charge d'affaires in Jidda in 1931 ami Tran Weired 
10 Mohanuiverah in 1932. Acting Director-General of 
Furdgn Affairs 1933- 34; Counsellor in Tehran 1935; 
Master of Ccrcmonrcs ;n the Palace (93fj. 

Minister for I’oreign Affairs under Hikm.it Sulai- 
nian 193 6-37. he wen I into retirement .steer (hut 
Cabinet's resignation until 1944, when he was 
itppointed Dircctor-GcncraJ of Antiquities. Appointed 
pc'mumeiU Iraqi delegate to live. United Nations 
Orpnisalion by ihc Sadr Cabinet in February 1948. 
he was recalled in June 194$ and returned to the 
Antiquities Department, Appointed an Ajdive 
Member of ihc Iraq Academy in November 1949, 

A pohvlied and intelligent but ponderous mart, he 
is not now on close terms with the leading politicians. 
He began well in the Antiquities. Department but later 
his work was affected by his personal linandaE diffi¬ 
culties. He speaks English well 


94 + Naji Nhaukwl 

Sunni of IVigifad. horn 1&9I, lorother of Sami 
SJuukat fq-v.l- 1 Educated Istanbul and became a 
reserve officer in ihc Turkish Army, Joined the Arab 
revolt at Aqaba in 1916, 

He returned to B.igdad in 1919 unii from 1921 to 
I92S watt Muinfttrrif of v arious southern liwas. ending 
with Bagdad 1^24 2S. 

Lie fir.l became a Deputy in 1929, Minister of 
Interior under \bdui Morin Saadun in 192S and. 
opgrin In 1^29; Iraqi Minister at Ankara 1930 31; 
Minister of Interior under Nuri Said 1931: Prime 
Minister 1932; Minister of Interior under Jamil 
Madfai 1933: again Iraqi Minister at Ankara 1934- 
In this capacity he accompanied Tauliq Rustu Aras, 
the then Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs, oft an 
official visit to Iraq in 1937 He was then offered 
it portfolio in the Government of Hikmal Sulairaan. 
but declined because of bis objection to Bel Stdqi's 
influence. Minister of Interior under Nuri Said 193R* 
but resigned in April 1939, MiniMer of Justice under 
Rashid AJi March 1940. 
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After Lhe collapse of France he became a strong 
atkocare of reinsuring with the Axis ami, with Rashid 
All's approval. he went to Istanbul in September 
l$40 in establish contact with the German 
Ambassador,, Herr von Pupen, He reti^ued from the 
Government in January IV4I. but became Minister 
of Defence in the unconstitutional cabinet formed 
by Rashid All ir April 194 L During the Rashid AU 
rebellion in May he went to Turkey to try to enlist 
Turkish support for Rashid All s cause, and remained 
in Turkey slier the collapse of the rebellion. He was 
tried in absentia by court martial and sentenced to 
fifteen years imprisonment. He spent the war years 
bt tween Berlin and Rome, receiving a Minister's 
gi^Ury from rtic Reich Government. In the summer 
of I$45 he was arrested in Italy, sent back to Iraq 
and imprisoned, 

lie was pardoned by she Recent in May !94iS, but 
has not yet returned to social or political life. 

95. iSajib :d Rawi 

Sunni of Bagdad, bom about lh$8; brother of 
Ahmed al Rawi v Educated &i the Bagdad Law 
School, worked for a short time as a clerk in the 
Revenue Department Under the British .Administra¬ 
tion. He has a large practice as a lawyer and was 
President of the Lawyers' Association in I$42 and 
again in I$47, 

He entered politics ,i- a protege of Nuri Said in 
1 $30 and siav deputy for Dalai in in she Parliament-, 
of 193a 1934. im 3 '443, I $47 and E94S, He 
resigned his seal with the Opposition Deputies in 
March 1950. 

Minister of Education under I awtiq SuwcsJi 1946; 
Minister of Juitic* under Mohammed at Sadr in S94S; 
Minister of Education in the succeeding Governments 
of Mu^ahim al Pachachi. Nuri Said and All Caudal. 
June I94tt to February S 1 He represented Iraq at 
the Paris Session of L\N,Q. in Septan bee 1948. 
Appointed Iraqi Minister in Cairo in August 1950, 

Politically he is a trimmer and has a foot in 
several camps, though lie is generally regarded as 
primarily a Palace inin- He is friendly to the 
British curtiwjaon hut is not altogether trustworthy, 
lie is married to one of the Daghestan: sistcri and 
speaks -i little English. 

‘3$, |S as nil ll Lari si 

Sunni of Bagdad, born about 1B9G Educated 
Bagdad Law School 

He was conscripted for the Turkish Army hefore 
he had graduated, and served as a warrant officer 
during the 1914-IS war in which he saw- service 
against the Russians at Hamadah and against the 
British at Kut 

■Yfiar the war lie completed Ins legal studies in 
Ttrebul and returned to Bagdad about l$22. 

He -served for several years.in the twenties as legal 
draughtsman in the Ministry of Justice. 

First Deputy for Bagdad in (926 and again in 1432. 
amt in most of the Iraqi Parliaments since then. He 
resigned his seal with the Opposition Deputies in 
March 1950, 

Director-General of Foreign Affairs 1935, Iraqi 
delegate at Geneva 1937 to 193K. He was appointed 
Tiaqi Minister at Ankara in. April 194? tint did nor 
proceed. In 1945 he was a member of the Iraqi 
delegation at San Francisco. 

M mister of Finance under Naji Shaukii 1932 and 
again under Jamil Madfii 1933- Minister of 
Economies under Jamil Madfai, June to October 
1 041 , Minister for Foreign Affairs under Nun Said 
June 10 October 1943. In the Cabinet of Muhammad 
Sadr [>f l$48 Sic was hist Minister without Portfolio, 
then Minister of Interior and finally Minister foi 
Foreign Affairs. He was closely associated with the 
formation of the United Popular Front in May \ 9 $1 


Nasrat is more of a Turk than an Arab, although 
he w. 11 known as an Arab nationalist in ihe twenties 
when he was a member of the Sha’ab party of Vasin 
it Irla&hitni. He is honest. intelligent ami cautious. 
His approach to political questions is legalistic and 
theoretical. When considering any eouise of action 
he srses the difficulties more clearly than the 
advantages and is inclined to be obstructive. This 
characteristic made him one of Iraq's worst Ministers 
of Interior He k .5 sincere reformer who believes in 
parliamentary democracy and resents the abuses of it 
which ,ije ncttnnl in Iraq. He reigned from NurTy 
(.unmet iu 1943 as a protest against the Regent's 
interference in the elections, the nationalist view* 
of his* younger days have been modified, by experience, 
but h-: re %uli a firm opponent of what he regards as 
undue Bnibii influence exercised through Nutt and 
the Palace Ho wife is prominent jn Ladies' Red 
Descent activities, and both speak good English, He 
is personally friendly to tlie British. 

97, Nuri ul Qadtii 

Sunrit !>[ Bagdad, born i#93, Graduated from 
Bagdad Law School in liirkreh ume* T and in 1914 
was a judge in Basra. During the first world w ar lie 
served U ' a reserve offict r with rha Turkish forces 

He joined Iraqi Government service iu 1921 alter 
sec. mg as judge m the Muntarik under the Civil 
Administration V ice-President of the Civil Courts 
in several provinces, including IktedaJ. 1925, and 
Mosul, 1937. Director-General of Waqfs. 1931. Head 
of^Legij] Drafting Department. Ministry of Justice, 
I9'b Director-General Ministry of Justice, March 
1$40, Secretary-General to the Council of Ministers, 
Decembtji 1941 j^d Head of the Dswan of the 
Council of Ministers in May 1*450. 

He accompanied Nuri Said to Ankara for the 
negotiation of tlic lraqi-Turkhh Treaty of 1946. 
Minis ten id Education,. I94fi. under Arshu'd al Umari, 
he afterwards returned to his post with (he Council 
of Ministers, which he still holds. 


9}i, Vuri Said 

•Suuru of Bagdad, horn 1&£$. son of an accountant 
of Mosul descent Educated at Milium College, 
f‘,;.ajiil>ut and served m the Balkan war, 

He was one of the founders of the Arab Nationalist 
Society, Al Ahd* in 1^13 and joined the Arab army 
in the Heja/ in 1916, He .served in this army *$ 
C 0 %. under hi-, brother-in-law. jafar al Askari. At 
that lime he was described as a good strategist, clever 
and hard working, but rash anJ hot-headed tinder (ire 
He won the 1X5*0, u: 19]7 ann was appointed an 
honorary C MG. in 191 % 

Afuu the 1914 war he resumed with Faisal in 
Syria iuid accompanied him to London and Paris in 
1919 and (920 He was opposed 10 FaisalN break 
with ihe French. 

He mtimed to Bagdad m February 192| ami sooil 
after became C-G-S. and Director-Gchera] of Police, 
retaining these appohitmciSLv until 1922, 

He has been nine times Ministeri<f Defence.in 3922 
(ActingI, 1923, 1925. M26, 392S. 1^29 (twice) I‘>33 
and l L UI (ActingK m Cabinets headed by Jafar a! 
Askari, Abdul Muhsiit Sa'adun, Rashid Ali Galium 
and himself Nine tunes MinUlcr for Foreign Affairs, 
in 1930, 1933 (twice). 1934. 1938 iActing). 1940 
1 Acting). 1943 (Actingi. m Dibmtts headed by Rashid 
Ali Gailani, Jamil Madfat, Ali JauJiii and Inmself 
He Ira - also been Prune Minister in 1930. '931, 1938. 
1939, 1941-43. 1946, |949. 1950 and |95t. 

(Im achievement in diplomacy are also impressive. 
He negotiated and rigned (he Allghv Iraqi Treaty of 
1930; he negouated the Bon Voisinage Agrecmeu! 
with Nejd and the He jar, |9JL He Agnesi the 
Extradition Treaty and a Treaty of Commerce with 
Turkey in 1932 and negotiated anil signed the 


Economic and Commercial Treaty with Turkey in 
lydh He represented Iraq at the London conversa¬ 
tions in Jnnuarv l")39. which eventually resulted, m 
the issue 01 the 1939 White l^pcr oil Palcsiine, and 
he led 1 lie Iraqi delegation to the United Nations 
General As^moly which decided the partition of 
Palestine in 1947. He wa* a member of The Iraqi 
delegation wJiich signed the unratified Portsmouth 
Treaty with tits United Kingdom in 1946. 

After the BekrSidqi military coup of October t93ti, 
d urine which Jafar u£ Ask art was murdered. Nuri 
retired with his family to Egypt. He returned a year 
Liter alter Wrier Sidqi had been murdered and Hikmat 
Suiainun ’b Government had fallen, but left again won 
after and spent most of 1936 in Ssria. Egypt and 
London, where he held a number of inconclusive 
t'omersations -with poliiLcians on the intestine prob¬ 
lem, In December 1936 he returned to Iraq and 
became Prime Minister as a result of j ^military 
■dcmoivsiraiion organised on his behalf by LHui al 
Hashimt and Hussain Taw/u yj^iinst Jhs GUVBIB* 
menl ol Jamil Mndfai. In January 1941 lie resigned 
from Rashid All's Government, in winch he was 
Mirfister for Foreign Aliair-' because of Rashid Ah’s 
increasing inclination towards die Axis Powers. In 
April 1941, shortly before the army overthrew I'aha 
al Hdshnni and sot up the unconstitutional Govern¬ 
ment of Rashid Ali, Nuri withdrew- io Transjordan, 
where hr remained until he was able to return with 
the Regent in June. He became Priiue Minister in 
the autumn of the same year and remained in power 
until June 3 944. During Ibis period he collaborated 
closer. . :•> Hr Mdi-u ■■ AmHissidor meradicating 
pro-Nu/! propaganda in Iraq and it was due to h;s 
initiative that Iraq deviated war on the Axis Powers 
in JantiUV 1943. 

He accompanied the Regent on his travels to 
-\mcricu and Europe during the summer of 1945, and 
10 England in 1946, On his wav home on the second 
occasion be had talks m Syria and Turkey in the 
hope ol removing the dinkrulttcs between these 
countries 

He termed a Cabinet in November 1946 to carry 
out elections, and included in it some younger men 
and representatives of she newly formed National 
Democratic and Liberal Panics, Kuti’s ideas about 
free elections did not agree with their*, and they 
resigned after about a month protesting that Nuri and 
Saleh Jahr were preparing to exert undue Govern¬ 
ment influence on the elections. 

Nun collaborated with Saleh Jubr m the nrgniiation 
of the Portsmouth Treaty during 1947 and shared 
with him the nationalist resentment which was 
fermented against it in January 3 C) 4$, Within a year, 
however, he demonstrated his mastery of l Ik Iraqi 
political scene by returning to power os Prime Minis¬ 
ter in January 1949. He succeeded in improving 
public security and in withdrawing the army from 
Palestine without incident. He took a very firm line 
with (be mortising committees of The Communal 
Pdrtv. live members of which were hanged But he 
failed to do much to improve the financial 
position of the Government in spile of :r personal visit 
To London, He was much dLsappoinEcd by his failure 
to oblam an advance ol royalties from the Iraq 
Petroleum Company During the troubled period 
which followed Colonel Zaira's coup d Putt in Syria 
in the spring of 1^49, Nuri worked hard, but unsuc¬ 
cessfully. for Iraqi-Syrian union He resigned in 
December 1949. 

In the ■summer of 1950 tie went to London w here 
he negotiated a temporary increase in oil royalties 
with the Iraq Petroleum Company In 1951 he 
visited Bahrain. Kuwait and Jordan. 

Nuri dominates Traqi politics Death or exile have 
removed the few politicians of his generation such us 
Vasin a I Kashi mi and Rashid Ali Gnifaiti who could 
hope to rival him, and of the younger men only Saleh 

42637 


Jabr is in his class. His intelligence, vigour and 
courage have rot yet begun to fad and he Can '.till 
deal as unscrupulous^ and ruthlessly with his 
enemies as in the past, Nevertheless, his outstanding 
skill in political intrigue and his fearless advocacy of 
the British connexion have made hitn widely dis- 
irustgd both inside anci outside Iraq, and this has 
prevented him achieving any positive slucog-Oi during 
nh last lew periods of oiTLc. 

l-ils tulenis are- in negotiation and political 
manoeuvre and his intefevt in Arab and world poli¬ 
ties. His dream is of an Arab Kingdom unified under 
a Hasbimitc monarch. This kingdom would exclude 
flgvpi and Arabia and would he closely allied with 
Great Britain. 

He is uninterested in the details of domestic 
administration and his tong periods of power 
have contributed little to Iraqi social or economic pro- 
press. Not personal!v corrupt, he condones corrup¬ 
tion in others (his son Subult is notorious in this 
respect) and ht* nephews and marriage connexions can 
usually count on obtaining Government employment. 

He "enjoys his food and drink t has a koen sense of 
humour anti is excellent company. He speaks 
English, German, French and T urkish 

Nuiuddic Mahmud 

Kurd, born in Mosul in lfi99. Educated in Otto¬ 
man mi I liars schools, he was commissioned in the 
Turkish armv in 1917 and in the Iraqi army in 1911. 

A graduate of Cambcrtey and Ouctia, he was Iraqi 
Military Attache ;it Loudon in 1935 and became 
Licuieflanl-Coibnci in 1937. Promoted Colonel in 
1939* he was appointed Ministry of Defence member 
of the Iraqi St-itc Railways Board, and in 1 940 he 
became Director of Military Operations. 

In 3 941 he opposed Rashid Ali i rebellion :ind afier 
its collapse he look over command and initiated the 
Vnelo-lr.tqi irniistkc, Commander 2nd Division 
j Kirkuk), mi-43: Assistant t'XTS., 1943: promoted 
Major-General and ippoiuted Comma uder 1st 
Division (Diwaniy&l, 1944. Tn 1943 he visited ihe 
Western Desert battlefields, and in 1946 he attended 
she victory celebrations in London, In 1943 he was 
promoted Lieutenant-Gen era! and commanded the 
Iraqi forces in Palestine, where he w.l.s involved in the 
snlcr-Arab jealousies which prevented (he establish¬ 
ment of in effective Arab High Command. In 1949 
he relumed ti> command the Iri Division, 

He is probably the Iks! Iraqi General otlkct, He 
i* one of the few with modern military knowledge 
.inti is a capable leader and administrator. Although 
he is an ambitious man he does not dabble in politics: 
lie enjovs ihc confidence of the army Temperate and 
affable, he speatv English .inJ Turkish well and his 
sympathies are pro-British. 

ItiO. RaFnil i’otros Multi 

Christian of Mosul, born 1901, Educated at the 
\vsvrian Orthodox Scbwk Mosul, and at Secondary 
School. Bagdad. He taler attended nicli 1 classes and 
graduated from tlic Bagdad Law School. 1929 

Served in mitinr posts in the Ministry of Interior 
from 1 915 to 1929. Contributed to the newspaper 
.41 iruij while still an official ami after his resignation 
published a! Mlwf in partnership with Icbran Malocm 
ftf.v.). \s a journalist he was consistently anti- 
British, but in Iraqi politics lie frequently changed 
^idieh. He supported Nuri Said from 1921 to 1929, 
with occasional lapses. He supported Vasin al 
Hashimi from 1930 to 1935. Bekr Sidqi (93(5 to mi. 
and Ravfiid Ali 1938 la 1942. He wa> interned in 
1442 hut released in 1943 and resumed publication of 
,47 Btlad He went (o Egy p £ ' m 1,44 and Tcmasncti 
thereuntil I94S, 

He was Dcputv for Mosul in 1935. for Basra m 
1939 and for Bacdad in 1«48, in which year he 
attended the in ter-Parliamentary Conference it 
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Rome, He pined the tatiqlul Pam in J94K and was. 
considered as one of its leaders. He resigned from 
ibt Majlis with the other Opposition Deputes in 
March 195(1 and from die Istiqlal Party in Mat* 
because of its decision to contest the tiy-elections 
occasioned by ihc resignations. App< jinlcd Press 
CouDseBor at the Iraqi Legation in Cairo in 
February 1951. 

Hinii is a capable and fearless joumahvt hut he is 
unscrupulous. venal and quite unreliable, 

fill. Rallitl AU el tidiLym 

Bagdad Sunni* born l8 H >Z A distant relation of 
the Naqib. A SYaqf clerk in Ottoman times. he fled 
to Mosul with rite l urks after the capture of Bagdad 
and practised us a Lawyer after the fall of Mosul. 

Appointed judge. 1921. he soon showed ffiv ability. 
Minister of Justice under Vasin al Hashimi. 1924-25. 
he resigned over the signing of the Turkish 
Petroleum Company’s concession. President of the 
Chamber of Deputies. 1925 26. Munster of Interior 
under Jafar a I Askar!, 1926-28. 

.Again elected Deputy in 1930. he resigned (with 
others) in 1.9,11 in protest against the conduct of 
Nun Nit,IN Government* and became a prominent 
member of the nationalist Hizh af Ik ha al WatanL 
Chief Private Secretary in the King 1932-33. 

Prime Minister from March io 'October 1933 1 m 
was appointed Senator in 1934. He Helped to 
organise the Euphrates disturbances which forced Ah 
Jaudat in resign in spring 1935. and became Minister 
of Interior in the Cabinet then formed by Vasin al 
Hash inn, 

In 1936 he fled to Istanbul after liekr StdqiN 
coup Returning to Iraq in 1937, lie opposed 

Jamil MadfaiN Government and was deported to 
Aruh For a short time in I93S, 

Prime Minister from March t94d to January 1941, 
he moved steadily towards a closer understanding 
with the Axi>. He kept clow contact with the Italian 
Legation m Bagdad, supported the intrigues of the 
Mufti of Jerusalem. sponsored the overtures made 
hy N iji Shankat Of.v.1 to the German Minister in 
turkey, and encouraged the pro-Nazi press. Forced 
to resign by British pressure iri January |94L be 
returned to office through a coup d'Etat in April, 
installed Sharif Sharaf ir. place of the Regent anti, 
backed by the Iraqi Array, refused to allow more 
than one brigade of British troops in Iraq 

In May l'4L when .huiTifitics broke out between 
the Iraqi Army and the British forces in 1 f.ibhnmya, 
lie tried to unite the country against Britain but failed 
to gel substantia! tribal support, After the defeat of 
the Iraqi force* he lied to Persia, Turkey, and finally 
to Germany 

He was tned in absentia by court martial and 
scfitehCrd to death in 1942. Recognised by the Axis 
ns tcgi I innate Prime Minister of Iraq* he conducted 
an anti-firithh campaign by mdk> throughout the war. 
In 1945 he escaped through the German lines to 
Prague and [hence, with a false passport and (he 
unwitting assistance of Allied solitary transport, to 
MaTsetltes. from where he sailed to Beirut. He 
arrived al Riyadh in September 1945. declared him¬ 
self to I bn Sand and was gran led asylum 

lie is still in Riyadh, an extra thorn in Saudi- 
Hashimne relations, I bo Sand is '■aid to be tired, of 
him* but <ehcmes to move him elsewhere have not mi 
far been satisfacloiy* and seasonal rumours that the 
Regent had pardoned him have proved untrue. He 
still has admirers in traq. particularly in the Istiqbt 
Party, and it is by no mean* certain that Iraq has 
seen the last of lum. 


[02, Raul al Balirom 

Bagdad Shu. Imm 1897 Educated at the Bagdad 
Law School, he was appointed to a clerical post in the 


Ministry of Finance in 1922 arid rose—u is said not 
entirely by merit— to be Director-General of Customs 
and Excise in 1935. 

Minister of Finance under Vasin al Ftashimt 
1935-36, ^ Again Director General of Customs, and 
Excise 1938- 4(J, Minister of Finance uiider Nurj 
Sai L i 1940; nf Social Affairs under Rashid Ah 
I<'40-4i: and again of Social Affairs in Rashid -Mi's 
rebel Government m April-.Via* J 94 i. 

After Rashid All's overthrow he tied to Persia, 
where he wj$ arrested by British forces in autumn 
1941 arid sent for inter rue ru to Southern Rhodesia 
Sent hack, to Iraq for trial in 1944. he was condemned 
to three years’ hard labour and sequestration of Inis 
property, 

After his release he engaged in business and 
gradu.iEly reinsured himself until in May 195C) he 
was appointed Director-General of Income Tax. 

Although Ik- talks the conventional Arab nationalist 
language, lie w.l-, h [onI rather than art associate- of 
Rashid Ali. Early in I95(,i he made himself known 
to a member d this Embassy and would like to 
rehabilitate himself jn British eyes. He speaks no 
English 


Kd* Raul a! Chadirriii 

Stmniof Bagdad, bom 18X4. Educated at Istanbul 
and at Berlin and Geneva l riiversiite?.. Before the 
w ar he was successively a clerk in the legal drafting 
department of the Turkish Ministry of' Justice, a 
professor of law.- at the Turkish Law College, 
Gauiiitiaqani of Diyala. and adviser on foreign affair# 
to the Turkish Governor of Bagdad. Immediately 
before its fall he was the Mayor of Bagdad- He 
went to Berlin shortly before the occupation, and 
later to Switzerland He was not permitted to return 
to Bagdad until 1920. 

In Bay-dad he practised as a lawyer anti look no 
pan in Nationalist agitation, bun was asked to go with 
Ills father when the taller was deported to Istanbul 
m August 1920. He returned in 1921 and took up 
his law practice, obtaining much of the business of 
foreign firms owing (o hjs knowledge of languages 
Professor at the Bagdad Law School 1922, Dean 1923, 

Deputy for Htlta 1924. lie opposed the 1922 Treats. 
Minister of Finance under Abdul Mtifein al Sa'adim, 
\ 1 i nil.ter of J ustice under j afa r a I Aska r i ] 926. Ira q i 
Minister to Ankara 1929, He resigned in 1930 and 
returned to Bagdad as legal adviser to the Iraq 
Petroleum Company, 

Iraqi Minister in'London from 1936 io 1939 when 
he resigned, lie generally spends the summer 
months in England, 

Rauf lias a charming and kindly personality and 
looks on the intrigues and euriiLtsEastns liT Iraqi 
polities wilh an indulgent contempt, lie is universally 
popular and consequently well informed, but will not 
ni [lei talk a houi polities. ! 1 c speaks English. Frcnch, 
German anil Turkish. Is badlv crippled with 
arthritis. 


I (ML Sa';id l mar 

Burn in Kerbul i in 1917. Shea, Son of Umar 
Haj AI wan, one qf the Kerbaln representatives on 
tlie onhtiruent Assembly, Educated at Kcrbala and 
Bagdad, Graduated irk the Law College about loqj. 
Thereafter lie practised as a lawyer in Kerbata until 
1947. when he became Deputy for Kcrbala. He was 
lunrc-ekcicd in 1 but w»s put in in a bye-election 
later in the year. Minister for Social Allairs in All 
JaudJUN Government of December 1949. and taf 
Education in Tawfik al SuweLiliN Cabinet in 
February 1950. A member of Nun Pasha's Constitu¬ 
tional Union Party November 1949, 

In the Chamber of Deputies after lie had failed to 
uiinstantiate allegations of corruption which he had 
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made against four Cabinet Ministers, he was 
suspended for the remainder of the parltamentery 

session, 

A protege of Sitlcn Jabr* who Was a friend of his 
father. He owns a little property in Kerhali, He 
is full of large ideas but scry inexperienced and 
unintelligent. 


105. Sadiq al Busvaru 

Bagdad Shis* born about 1895. Educated at the 
Bagdad Law School, lie practised as a lawyei for 
several years. 

Elected Deputy fur Km in E930, It* supported 
Vasin a I Has him i and was a member of the fkha aj 
Walani Party, Minister of Education under Yasin 
al Hashimi 1935-36. Minister of Economics under 
Nun Said 1939-40 and of Education under Rashid 
Alt in 1941. 

Remaining inactive during the 1941 disturbances, 
he was Minister of Justice E941 -42 and of Com- 
muntcations tind Works December 1943 to June 1944 
under Nuri Said : of Finance under Muhammed BS 
Sadr, January W> Jurie S L >4S: »nd <4 Defence under 
Mu/ahim Pitchachi from June to October 1948. A 
Senator loom 1941, his appointment w-us not renewed 
in 1949. A founder member of the United Popular 
From, May 1951. 

Sadiq el xenophobe with violent prejudices and 
itt-conccaled fanaturism. As Minister of Defence jn 
1948 he wav mainly responsible for the fierce sen- 
tenccs passed on Jews by the courts martial and for 
encouraging anti-Jewish feeling. He dc>es not like 
the Brilash, and his policy is often indistinguishable 
from that of the lsttqlafParty. He spEraks Arabic 
only, 

196. Sak! Haqqt 

Kurd of Sulaimamya, biirn I$83. Educated 
Military Academy. Istanbul and gazetted art officer 
m the Turkish army 1903. 

He pined the Iraqi army on ils formation in 1921 
and reached the rank of colonel. He resigned abivui 
1930 as a result of a disagreement with fa ha a! 
HashimL then C.G.S. I le has subsequently held posts 
as Director-General of lads. Director .if Civil 
Aviation and finally, in about 1939, Keeper of the 
Privy Purse al the Palace Re'-igned in June I'351. 

Minister of Defence under Arshatl al Umari in 
1946, for tack of a suitabh? ahernative Kurd* he 
afierwards L'cturncd to hi> povi iu clue Palace, 

He leads tk quid life and politically and socially 
Ls almost unknown, He speaks no English. 

IP7. Sak'h Jabr, K.ILL. 

Shi J, born about IS97 tn Nasiriya, His father -wus 
a carpenter, originally frs^ni the Beni Zuid tribe of 
.Shalia. Educated in Ntasiriya. he became a cterk 
in tlte Najaf court iu I 'l 19. 

By M24 he had risen to be head clerk in the 
Ministry of Justice. He entered the Bagdad Law 
College ihe hume year* and a.fier graduation in 
1927-28 be was appointed as a judge and served for 
over two years in the Middle Euphrates. 

Elected Deputy for the Munlahk iit 193d and 1934. 
he was Minister of Education under Jamil Madfni 
November FLU to February 1934. MtlttSffrrif 
Kejhaki 1935 36, Appointed Minister of Justice 
under Hikmat Sul,liman in October 1936, lie resigned 
in June 1937 over the Euphrates disturbances and left 
the country. He returned after HifcmaL* resigjiatiosi 
and was appointed, Du-eelor-Uenrral t \r Customs and 
Excise. 

Minister of Education December 193g to February 
1940 and tluni of Social Affairs until March 194(1 
uitdcr Sun S:tid. Mutasanrif of Basra from June 
1940, he supported the Regent when his Royal 
Highness fled to Basra in April 1941 to escape from 


Rashid Ali. Arrested by Rashid Ali, he narrowly 
escaped a heavy sentence and was released on sronJe- 
lion he left the country. He withdrew to Lehruji arsJ 
returned after Rashid" All’s fsdl- 

Minliter of Interior October 1941 to October 1942. 
of Finance until June E94.1, and agant of Interior 
niQtir October 1943 under Nuri Sajd. Minister of 
Finance June I'Md to February !94ti and Acting 
Minister of Supply August to December 1944 under 
Hnmdi Pachaehi. During Pachuchi's absences he 
acted as Prime Minister and was expected to form 
a Government when the Puchaetii Cabjnet resigned 
He was not, however, chosen, and spent much of the 
summer of 1946 in England. 

He wa**appointed honorary K.B.E- for war servww 
in 1946. 

After a short time a$ Minister of Finance under 
Nasi s.u i m November 194b lie became i\\c hwi 
Shia Prime Minister nf Iraq after the elections of 
March 1947, Forced to revival m January 1948 by 
popular demons [rations against the PortstiKiuth 
Treaty, lie spent much of 19481 abroad, but gradually 
recovered hts position during 1949 and became 
Minister of Interior under Tawfiq Suweidi in 
February 1950- Ele was not invited to join Nuri 
Said's cabinet iu September 1950 and he spent the 
winter months abroad His relations with Nuri 
improved in the spring of 1951 but cllorts to bring 
Mm into the cabinet did not succeed, tn June he 
was granted permission to form the Popular Socialist 
Party. 

Saleh's merit has justified his rise from obscurity 
to be the first Shirt Prime Minister and most powerful 
Shia politician in Iraq. He has « strong personality 
and is capable, energetic and courageous, If is 
influence in the Euphrates area es greater than any 
Other man's and many of the better young officials 
are ins admirers. On the other hand, us lie showed 
when. Prime Minister, he is dictatorial, secretive, 
pompous and vindictive; and thus he makes many 
bitter enemies But ire and Nuri Said arc the two 
most inllucntial %taiosrucn in [ran.||, and a. Song as 
they co-operate their authority will not easily he 
challenged. Division would weaken both, for Nuri 
lacks SaletFs strength of purpose and Saleh Iim none 
of Nuri's adroitness. Moreover. Saleh's influence m 
the North is not extensive. 

\s an Administrator Saleh Jabr left a good name, 
though he was hm aloof to make many perssmal 
friends. As Prime Miflisler he concernci himself too 
much with long-raDge economic planning and foreign 
policy, neglecting his colleagues and his enemies and 
the necessary short-term economic measure^.. This, 
neglect was die ultimate cause of his fall. 

His sympathies arc with Britain, but he is ,i hard 
bargainer for the interests of his country. His great 
disappointment in foreign affairs was his failure in 
1 U 47 to persuade Lhc Am ■ League to ;nipu*e oil 
sanctions on the Americans as a reprisal for their 
pm-Zionist policy. 

His first wife died in 1936 and in 1942 lie married 
the strong-minded and tncddlcsome daughicr of the 
late Addai al Jen'an* chief of the inffucntial Alba 
Sultan tribe of HLIla. During the war Her inter * 
Icrcrtcc lost him much support when the Albu Sultan 
were divided, but in recent years he has i-ecamed* snd 
profited by. the full support of the HiQu district. 

Ffe speaks Fnglbih- 


lUH. Salih Sail) al Jubburi 

Sunni ol the Juhur tribe of Mo.suh btirn in 1 , 

Commissioned in the Turkish limy in 19)6 and in 
the Iraqi army in 1921. he was appointed instructor 
in the newly formed Small Anns School in Bagdad. 
During this appointment lie attended a small arms 
course at Hythe, and later attended courses at the 
Iraqi Staff College and the Staff College. Caiubcrley 
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A personal fncnd of Hckr Sidqi and a supporter 
of (he 1936 amp dBm. he was retired aFter the 
assassination of llefcr Sidqi and appointed Assistant 
Director-General of the Iraqi State Railways. lit 
1941* after Rashid Aid's flight, he was invited to 
rejoin (he array anti was appointed G-U.C 3rd Divi¬ 
sion. In 1944 he succeeded Ismail Niamiq fo.v.) ire 
Chief of the General SfjfT. He still holds, this, 
appointment. He was promoted ltcuiensnbgcncral 
in 1945 and general in 1950. 

He neither drinks, smokes nor gambles and is said 
lo be just and honest: but he has neither the ability 
nor the pereonalily to he a good CGS, and his 
impotence as a leader was displayed in ihe l tJ 4& 
Palestine campaign. He speaks English, 

109. Nalmae Sheikh DjikI 

Bagdad Sunni. born about 1900. Once a lawyer 
and journalisE* he was one of the first Iraq re to attack 
the Axis openly and independently in speeches and 
in the press after the outbreak of the Second World 
War. He was. a member of the delegation of Iraqi 
journalists who visited Britain an 1945 and re Bagdad 
representative td the Arab News Agency. He was 
elected Deputy in 1943. 1947 and 194$. 

Wealths and given to women J.nd drink, he has 
become a.’ wreck of a man. Formerly a critic of Nun 
SdiiJ's Governments he h now the brao-companiOn 
of Nun's less reputable associates. He has very little 
political influence. He speaks some French. 

110. Sami Fattah 

A native of Mosul of Kurdish origin, born in 1905. 
Educated at the Teachers 1 Training College in 
Bagdad, lie taught in Iraqi schools from 1922 to 1925. 

In 1925 he joined the Iraqi Army and wav sent 
to Sandhurst in 1926- Commissioned in the Iraqi 
Army in 1928, he was attached to the newly formed 
Royal Iraqi Air Force and returned to tnajand for 
training with the R.A.I When he tame hack to Iraq 
be was appointed to the Royal Iraqi Air Force, in 
which be ha*, served ever since. 

He graduated From the Iraqi Stall College in 1937 
and in ml, after the Rashid Ah rebellion, he was 
appointed Commander of the R.LA.F, He hire held 
this appointment ever since iwilh the rank of 
Brigadier!, except for it short interlude in 1948 when 
he was sent to Europe on a secret aims purchasing 
minion which was n complete failure. 

lie rs an energetic and jovial man, a good 
disciplinarian, arid one of Ike Iraqi array's best 
leader*. He has made every effort to improve the 
training and equipment of the R.l.A.I- He speak* 
English well and hi* sympathies are pro British 

111. Sami sh.iv. but 

Sunni of Bagdad. born 1893, Brother of Naji 
Shuwkai ti/.f.F Graduated from Military College of 
Medicine, Istanbul. 1916. Joined the Arab army in 
Syria in I10, 

Appointed, to Iraqi Health Service 1921 : Director- 
General of Education 1937 ; Directm-Gcneral of 
Public Health EGti , again Director General of 
Education 1939. 

Minister of Social Affairs 1939 and of 1 dotation 
3 940 under Nun Said, He was re-appoinicd Director- 
Gudcral d I ducatioo in -\prtl S940 and retamed thii 
position through thedisturbance of 1941 until 1943, 
when fie became Director-General of Social Affairs. 

Reigned from Government service in 19*5 and 
Sturtcd the newspaper Ba'fh ai Qnwmi. which wire 
viofcmlv nationalist. anti-G&mmunist a nd anti-British 
and was suppressed -n 1^46, In 1949 he ifwttti a 
political part’, named Isteh- t^clhcr with a few 
retired effidat*. Elected Deputy for Kut in the bye- 
election* of June 195tk 

He h earnest. uhiuse and fairly Isonoi. vuin an 
exaggerated sense of his own importuiee- He speak- 
Arabic and Turkish only. 


112. Shakir al WadL M.V.O. 

Bagdad Sunni, born 1894. An officer in the 
Turkish array from 1915 to the Armistice, he joined 
the Iraqi army in 1921. 

Promoted captain in 1928. he was attached for 
training to British units in the United Kingdom in 
1929 In 1930 he was promoted, major and made 
A.D.C io King i areal, un whose stall lw served 
during His Majesty's Slate visit Eo Britain in 1933* 
He was promoted hcuicnant-colooc) m& attended the 
Stall College, Camber ley, in 1935. 

Returning to Iraq in 1936, he was appointed 
G.S.O.L in the Kirkuk Division, of which Kekr Sidqi 
was die G.O.C.. and was the latter's right-hand man 
in ilic 1936 c<mp d'Biut. Appointed military attache 
lit London after [he murder of Ikkr Sidqi in 1937. he 
W 4 ' diiiuissed and placed on (he retired list a few 
weeks later, and soon iMjgan to lake part in political 
intrigue. 

Appointed second secretary in the Iraqi Legation iti 
Tehran in 1939, he later fell under I he influence of die 
German Legation there and as charge d'affaires in 
1941 he dutifully carried out the instructions of 
Rashid Ali’s rebel Government. 

Consul at Jerusalem 1941-44, First secretary land 
sometimes charge d'affaires) in the Iraqi Legation in 
London l k »44-46. Appointed Master of Ceremonies 
at the Palace 1946. 

Minister of Defence under Nun Said November 
1946 to Match 1^47: under Saleh Jubr Mu tell 1947 
!o January 1948: under Muzahim Paehadu Octo¬ 
ber 1948 lo January 1949; under Nuri Said 
January 1949 to December 1949: and under Tawfiu 
Suweidi from February 1950 and under Nuri Said 
from September £950. He acted as Minister for 
Foreign Affairs front September 1950 to February 
i95L He became a member of the Central Com¬ 
mittee of the Constitutional Union Partv in 
November 1950. Appointed Senator March l l ?44 

Shakir enjoys the personal friendship and con¬ 
fidence mi (he Regent, to whose influence he owes his 
frequent ministerial appointments since 1946. He 
is a mbit Eons and fairly capable ; corrupt, but popular 
irt the army, for whom, through his influence with 
the Regent, he can gel things (hat others could not. 
He is "widely disliked iti political circles, partly 
through jealousy and partly on account of his very 
clLreputnbEe private life. He speaks English well ana 
supports Iraq's British connexion. 


113, Dr. SliHukul M Zahimi 

Kurd, horn about 1898, the son of a colonel in the 
Ottoman army. Educated in Bagdad and at tile 
Military Medical College in Constantinople, he joined 
the Iraqi Health Service in 1922. 

He has specialised m pathology, on which fie has 
written a number of articles He is now Director of 
the Central Pathological Institute and acting Pro- 
fcsxijf of Patliologv in ihe Royal Medical College. 

He was Minister of Social Affaire under Tawflt| a I 
Suweid; for n shn-n time in 1946, 

In the Royal Medical College he h an incompetent 
intriguer* but since lie js married to n daughter of 
the late Mohammed Fadhil Pasha it DaghcsDui, 
mid therefore has connexions with Vafib al Raw! 

and Hikmat Suljiman .fo.v.X he cannot easily 
be unseated He speaks. English. 


314. Tabu al llostomi 

Sunni of Bagdad, born 18S8. Educated at Istanbul 
and st-rvecl m the rorkLh army in Arabia ami the 
Yemen durine the lire! World War Appointed to 
the TTtrkinh General Staff 1920, 

He returned io Bagdad in 1922, joined the Iraq 
axmv and was given command of the troops in 
Mosul. COS 1923 He wras on the ytaf of the 
High Commissioner for the frtwilicr negotiflliom; with 


Turkey after the Treaty of Lausanne 1924. When 
the po*i of C.G.S- was abolished he became tutor lo 
ihe then Crown Prince Ghav.i 1924 ; Chief of the 
Census Department 1926 ; and Director of Education 
1928, In 1930 he again became C.G.S, In 1931 he 
visited ihe Imam Ynhya and concluded (he Iraq- 
YeEncn Treaty of Friendship. He was in Turkey in 
October 1936 wlwa the Rckr Jiiilqj i^wp d forced 
the resignation of the Prime Minister (T&ha'tt brother, 
the late Yasln al Hashcmi), and He did not return to 
Iraq until September 1937* after the murder of Bckr 
Sidqi. 

Elected Deputy for Bagdad December 1937 and 
again tn 1939, in December 1938, in collaboration 
with the C G,S. Husain Faw /i lie organised 
the miliary demonstration which caused tlic resicna* 
lion of Jamil Madfai ( 71 ) and replaced him as Prime 
Minister by Nuri Said. Faha became Minister of 
Defence in Nun’s Governmciu attd retained this port¬ 
folio in the succeeding Government of Rashid Ah 
in 194tJ. He resigned ” in January 1941 and liifTVseJf 
became Prime Minister in February. He failed to 
break the influence of llw pio-Asis miliury clique, 
who overthrew him and set up the unconstitutional 
Government oF Ra.tiiid Ali a month Inter. He then 
retired to Turkey, where lie remained for the rest 
of the war. because Nuri Said was unwilling to allow 
him to return. 

He spent much of the time alter the war in Syna, 
but in May 1951 he played the leading pan irt" the 
formation of the United Popular Front. He was 
elected President of the Front's Supreme Committee. 


115. Tuhsin Gudri, KjC.V.O, 

Sunni nf Damascus, born 189.V He was with King 
Faisal in Damascus anu accompanied him to Europe 
in 1920. Dime to tiagdad with the King and was 
appointed A.D.C. in 1921. 

Master of Ceremonies at the Palace 3932, he 
accompanied King Faisal on his State visit lo England 
in 1933. He resigned in 1936 owing to Princess 
A rrA \ scandalous marriage. Counsellor to Iraqi 
Legation, Tehran. 1936. Consul-General, Bombay 
1937, Director of Protocol in the Ministry for 
Foreign Atfair* in February and Consul-General, 
Beirut, in July 193R He Iramc. in addition. 
Charge dAflfairts at Damascus when the Iraqi 
Government recogni^c.l the nc^ Syrian Goverartient 
in 1943. Accredited as Minister to Syria and the 
Fehamm irt 3 944, Acting Director-General. Foreign 
Affairs. 194?, Minister at Pariv 1946, Master of 
Ceremonies at the Palace 1947, In June 1949 he was 
temporarily appointed Minister ai Tehran when the 
Regent w-med Persia in ila.it year, but returned to 
his pt> 5 t at the Palace a lew* months Inter. 

T&h--inis sociable and clever and nukes jh ellicwni 
and agreeable Master of Ceremonies. He much 
enjoys his whiskj and the company of F-uropcan 
ladles. Politically he is a lightweight and ut spite of 
his opportunities lias little influence over the Regent 
He is married to the heiress oF Abdul Wahhab Pasha 
Oartius of Basra. He speaks Turkish, French and 
English. 

116. Tiiwliq id Nuib 

Sunni, born abivut 13^95 A student at the Law 
School In Bagdad Ut the outbreak of the First World 
War, he completed his studies after the Briud] 
ivcnpminrt and was appointed U> a post in the Depart¬ 
ment of iustioc in 192V 

From 1926 lo 1943 he was a judge and served 
in many parts of the country, though the hulk of his 
service was in Bagdad. He gained tbr reputation 
of u strong and just judge without political ambiitotis. 

Appointed Mutasarnfof Kiri 1943, and transferred 
tv> Diwaniya 1944. Minister of Economics under 
Saleh Jab: from September 1947 to January IMS, 


and of Interior under Nuri Said from March to 
September 1949. Appointed Comptroller-General of 
Accounts in November 1949, 

He s> a quiet, retiring man who neither smokes nor 
drinks. 

He was a good judge, but a p-mr administrator. 
He &: impassive and unimaginative, and needs wlw'ays 
tho letter of the law lo support a decision that others 
may enforce. He speaks no English. 

117* Tauhq Svwtidi 

Sunni, of a weil-ustablisbed Bagdad family, born 
about 3SJs9 r Educated at Bagdad, i^ianbul and Fans, 
where he studied International Law . [ae was appointed 
interpreter to the Ministry of FJucation at Istanbul 
in lvl3. in the same year he represented Iraq at the 
Arab Conference in E*jrih. During ihe Fir^i World 
War he was in Istanbul. After the armistice he 
joined the Arab Government in. Syria and was 
appointed a judgi; at Damascus. He returned to 
Bagdad in 1921 and wj.\ appointed A^isLant Govern¬ 
ment C ounsellor and Director of the Law School. 

Deputy from 1924. President of the Chamber 
1929, he has held the following Cabinet push: 
Education under Abdul Musin Sri'adun I9£!S; 
Foreign Attains under JuLtl Nfadfai in 1934 : Justice 
in Jamil Madfai's twelve-day Cabinet of 1935; 
Foreign Affairs again under MaJf.u 1937 ; Foreign 
Affaire under Fa-ha al Hashimi 1 94 L He was Deputy 
Prim? Minrilcr under Nuri Pasha for a priori time in 
1943 but resigned the following year when die eon^ 
stitutional validity of this oflke was called in question. 
He was Prime Minister an 1929, 1946 and 19511 atsd 
pined Nuri: Said's Cabinet us Deputy Prime Minister 
and Acting Minister for Foreign Affaire in Fcbmare 
1951. 

Tawfiq was Iraqi Minister at Tehran in 1931 and 
has hud considerable diplomatic experience As 
Minister for Foreign .Allaire he headed the Iraqi 
Delegation to Geneva in 1937, where he is said to 
have handled the Palestine and Assyrian questions 
with tact and moderation He again represented Iraq 
cn Geneva to 3 9.38 and afterwards visited London to 
discuss the Palestine problem with the British Foreign 
and Colonial Secretaries, lie was a member of the 
Iraqi Delegation to (he San Francisco Conference in 
1945. and in 1948 he was one of the signatories of 
the unrasiticd Portsmouth Treaty 

His elder brother, the late N;qi Suwcjdi, was a 

ruminent member of Rashid Ali's rebel Government 

ui Tawfiq was not implicated in the movement. 
Nevertheless, he is not compleidy trusted hy ihe 
Regent and was not appointed a Squalor until 1947. 
The Regent also seiued Nun's proposal lo include 
him in his Cabinet in the uiiuiun of 1949. 

Tawfiq is intelligent, subtle and not altogether 
honest, either politically or financially. In Arab 
affairs he generally follows the Egyptian lead and 
in Ir tqi politics he ri normally opposed (0 Nuri Said 
but hire co-operated with him on occasion. He h 
popularly supposed lo be n Liberal It was he who 
permitted the operation of political parties in 1946 
after they had been banned for many years, and for 
a short lime in 1946 he wan president of the Liberal 
Party . He also has some reputation as a nationalist, 
but it 1 .-. doubtful if any of his political convictions 
are strongly held. He is a rich man, a landed pro¬ 
prietor, who has also wide business interests, in many 
cases in partnership with Iraqi Jews He is known 
lo have used lire palitical influence in fa mu 1 of his 
business interests. He has a keen sense of humour* 
is excellent company and speaks French and English 
fluently but incorrectly. 

1 IK. l aw tin VVahbi MArnti CRT. 

Kurd of SiilaLmurtiyi, born in 1BS7. Graduating 
from the Turkish Military College in 1904,, he served 
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in European 1'ijrk-c-y and waf, a regimental coni' 
mander and Later a stall officer in the Ottoman Arn&y 
during the I9|4-Uf war. 

Alter the war he joined the Iraqi army and was 
appointed Military Adviser to Sheikh Mahmud (q.v,) 
in i^2X Leaving Sheikh Mahmud when the latter's 
conduct became impossible* he was appointed Coin' 
man Jam of the Bagdad Military College with the 
rank of colonel In Isl29 he was vent on a course 
to I he United Kingdom, 

Mulas&irif of Sujaimmiiya for a short time in 1930. 
he remained unemployed for several years afterwards 
but was ultimately appointed Director-Genera] of 
Surveys, He resigned from Government service in 
1 04 1 jfid made ,i comfortable Fortune as a ooulractof. 

Minister of Economics under Hamdi Pachaclii 
I 944 _ 4 fv of Education under Saleh Jabr in 1947, and 
of Serial Affairs under Tawftq al Suwcidi in 1950. 
Made o Senator in 394K. 

Appointed Honorary C.B.E. for war services in 
1446 

Tawtiq lit keenly interested in Kurdish culture and 
has spent much time compiling Kurdish dictionaries 
and writing Kurdish grammars. To young Kurdish 
miirnmitsLc he pleads moderation, but he ls not 
influential with them. 

He is a kind mam frank, affable and an Anglophile. 
His achievements in office Fall short of his excellent 
intentions, and he is not a man to sway \\ls colleagues. 
He speaks English. Persian and Turkish as well as 
Kurdtvh and Arabic, 

119. Linar Nadbmi 

Kurd, Ik-' m Kifri l$93. Educated at the Bagdad 
Law School, he was a civil judge before the 1914-18 
war and Public Prosecutor to the Bagdad Military 
Court during the war. 

He served as a judge again from 1921 to 1927, and 
from then to 1937 he was Mutasamf in m number of 
province . DiTcitoc^Geocra! of Revenues 1937-38. 

Minister of Economics and Comm unications and 
later of Interior under Nun Said 1939-40: of Com- 
municaUons and Wfirfcs under Rashid AU in 1940 i 
of Interior under Taha a I Hashinit in 1941 and under 
Nurx Said 194? 44, of Justice under Tawfiq al 
SuwciJi in 1946. under Nuri Said November 1946 
to March £947 and under Mohammed a I Sadr 
January u> March I94S ; and of Interior under 
Mu/ahlm Pachachi 194S-49, Deputy Prims Minister 
under Nuri Said 1949, Again Minister of Interior 
under Alt Jaudat December 1949 to February 1950 
and again irt February 1951 under Nuri Said, whoso 
cabinet he joined as. Minister without Portfolio in 
December 1950 He has been a Senator since 1939. 

He probably owes his rise to eminence to the 
friends he much" in the provinces (especially in the 
North) where he served as MutestfriL to the support 
of Nuri Said, and to a cautious mid dignified 
demeanour He speaks no English. He enjoys the 
Regent's confide nee. 


110, \ a hya Qaspm 

Sunni of Mosul, born 1913. Educated Bagdad 
Law College. 

He joined Government service in 1936, Was 
appointed Superintendent in the Council of Ministers" 
Office m 1937 and late* transferred to the Iraqi State 
Railways, 

He was at that time an active Left-winger, and 
was reported to Imve a hand in the publication of the 
clandestine newspaper Al Sfmram. In 1943 he was 
arrested for the distribution of Leftist literature and 
was discharged from the Iraqi State Railways, in 
1944 be started the newspaper A 1 Shdab as the organ 
of the now defunct Leftist parly of that name. He 
now owns and edits ibis paper himself, and ii is no 
longer connected W ith any parly. He visited England 
wsth a party of journalists in 1945 and became a con¬ 
vinced and outspoken admirer of the British people. 
In 1946 he joined the National Democratic Party 
but soon resigned owing to personal differences. He 
was taken up by Saleh Jabr in 1947 Arid accompanied 
him to London in January 1948 for the signature 
of the un ran tied Portsmouth Treaty. He again visited 
England in the summer of 1949. In addition to 
journalism he practise* as a lawyer and iv paid a 
retainer by the Iraq Petroleum Company. 

Yflhya is a clever yOurtg man with a frank and 
friendly manner and a pronounced stammer. His 
newspaper is above the low level of lihe Bagdad press, 
and he has the courage on occasion to express 
unpopular ■opinions. He is completely loyal to Saleh 
Jabr. whom he regards as. Iraq's main hope for the 
future. He has not abandoned his Socialist leaning's 
and is a sincere advocate of reforms, but he is now 
no revolutionary He is married l<> a niece of the 
late Amin Zaki Suleiman and speaks good English, 

111. \ usul Abdullah al Gaihuri (Saiyld) 

Sunni, bum 1907 of the family of the Naqibs of 
Bagdad. Educated at Bagdad and Balhol College, 
Oxford, 

He returned to Iraq in 1934 and was appointed to 
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, in which he became 
Director of 'the Political Section in \ 945 and Director* 
General in 1949 and Acting Lndcr-Sccreiary in 
January 1951. He became a Minister Plenipotentiary 
in the Iraqi Foreign Service in November 1950. He 
Was a member of the Iraqi Delegations to Arab 
League meetings in 1949 and 1950 

Yusuf is intelligent and friendly, cautious and a 
little shv, He takes no part in polities and is well 
informed only on those questions of Iraqi foreign 
policy on which lie M employed. He complains of 
the amateurish and emotional conduct, of Iraq % 
foreign relations by his successive political chiefs, and 
is. occasionally critical of the intervention of the 
Regent in the detailed conduct of foreign affairs, He 
is* however, a loyal, discreet and competent official 
He speaks excel Lent English, anti bis wife, who is also 
a GatlanL appears modestly in mixed society 
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IRAQ: HEADS OK FOREIGN MISSIONS 

Sir /. Trout beck to Mr. Mo rrison. ARcctived 2 nd July) 


tNo. 110. Confitiemiaii Bagdad, 

Sir* 26f/i June, 195L 

With reference to my predecessor's 
despatch No, 153 of Hi July, 1950 , ! have 
the honour to transmit eo you the accom¬ 
panying report on Heads of Foreign 
Missions in Bagdad. 

I have, Ac. 

J M TROUTBECK. 


Enclosure in No. 14 

Kcpnri un the Head* nf Foreign Missions 
in Bagdad, 1951 

i Passagev marked with an asterisk are 
rcpri,-iduueiJ from previous reports) 

Afghanistan 

Surdur Ghulam Yuliya Tatri. Minister (20th June, 
1948). 

•Sardar Ghularn Tarzi was Minister of Communica¬ 
tions in Kabul before coming here. His previous 
diplomatic experience had been in Berlin many years 
ago, and German is his only European language. 
His wife is related to the Afghan Royal Family and 
they have seven children. (Written in T94K) 

•He always, seems rather lost and he has made no 
position for himell here. His wife is purdah, 
(Written in 1949.) A grow n-up daughter has recently 
emerged who speaks English and German, {Written 
in 1950.) 

China 

•Mr. Lee Ginfth has been Charge d'Affaires since 
July 1946, and is recognised by the Iraqi Government 
representing the Nationalist Government. He 
and his wife still appear at most diplomatic social 
functions, (Written in 1950.) 

They are seldom seen now T and he has not called 
on me. 

Egypt 

Ahmed Mohamet! Farrag. Minister (4th March, 
1951.) 

Ahmed Mohamcd Famq Bey is also Minister al 
Amman, where lie presented his letters on 2Slh April. 
I95L 

He left fof Amman shortly after his arrival and has 
not been back since, ( have therefore seen little of 
him In his absence, the legation is in charge of the 
Second Secretary. IIassnn Wahby, who is friendly if 
somewhat colourless, 

France 

Chunk Achilla Chirac, Minister (22nd June, 1950). 
*M, Chruc is a career diplomatist. He served 
before the war at Washington and Tehran and was in 
charge of the Consulate al Teiiutn, w hich he handed 
over no the Free French after the Allied landings in 
1942. He was subsequently in Lisbon and Chungking 
and in Endo-China as diplomatic counsellor to the 
High Conimisriofier, He was appointed Inspector- 
General of French diplomatic missions in 1947. 
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•He gives me the impression that he will take more 
kindly to H.-.cdUd than his predecessor. He speaks 
English well. (Written in 3950.) 

M Clarac is an cuctllerii colleague, intelligent, 
co-operative and blessedly unsullied bv protocol 
He is a close personal friend of several members of 
my staff. He seems, to accept philosophically both ihc 
somewhat unenviable position enjoyed by his country 
rn Iraq and the mcagrcncss of the Muff which ihc 
tjuai dOrsav allots Jo the French Legation here. 

M. Clarac is a widower. 

Holy Sec 

Mgr. Armand Etienne Birin quel du Chayla, 
Apostolic delegate (20!h November, 19444.) 

•Mgr. du Chayfa, the Latin Archbishop of Bagdad, 
was appointed Apostolic Delegate on 20th November. 
[94k. He is a Frenchman and a member of ihc 
Carmelite Order. His appointment represents a 
departure from the stand hitherto taken by the 
Iraqi Government ih.it the Apostolic Delegate in 
Iraq should not be ihc national of a major Power. 
Ha is an agreeable and cultivated man, and it is 
always a pleasure to meet him. He lias spent ten 
years in Bagdad. 

* Mgr. du Chayla's diplomatic position is still not 
regularised, (Written in 1949,) 

‘Mgr. du C hay la is a rick man. He has returned 
to France iff order to have an operation. (Written in 
1950.) 

He has returned to Bagdad bin makes no secret 
of his opinion that twelve years" residence here is 
enough. Aristocratic and fastidious, he does not 
seem to have taken very kindly to Iraqis, whether 
of the Muslim or Christian persuasion. 

Indonesia 

Dr. R. Tirtawinata. Minister (2Sih March, 1951), 

Or. Tirlawinata. who has ilia personal rank of 
Ambassador, was Attorney-General m the Indonesian 
Government, but to%! the post apparently because of 
his failure to secure the extradition of Wester! inn 
from Singapore, and ol other shortcomings. His 
appointment to Bagdad is therefore attributed to 
political motives. 

In addition to an array of secretaries. Dr. 
Tirtawinata has a wife and a considerable family, 
to whom be is an\ious to give an English education, 
|4c goes out of his way to be affable and friendly 
bu( "docs not Trike me as a man of any great 
personality. He anti his wife both :tpeal? English. 

Italy 

M. Alfonso Enera left Bagdad early in Maj. 
His successor is to be M. Guelfo Zamboni, but he 
has not yet arrived in Bagdad and the legation is in 
charge of the First Secretary, M, Ametieo Gigli. 

Jordan 

Omar Zaki Pasha Al Afvouni. Minister (22nd June, 
1950), 

Omar Zaki, now Minister for ihc second lime, has a 
tong connexion with Iraq, having been Quimmaqam 
of Ku( in 193 6. He [alet accompanied General Maude 
to Bagdad. After a considerable period as Consul 
lie served as Minister iff E946 and 1947. Though nol a 
man of any remarkable ability, he is a loyal servant of 
King Abdullah (although by birth a Lcbane.se) and 
a firm stipivoner of Britain. He hav always ^hown 
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himself most friendly to us. He has a French wife 
of much charm and two equally charming daughters. 

Lebanon 

K ad him AI Solh. Minister (9ih August, 1947), 

* K ad turn. AI Sulti ri a cousin of Rjad AI Solh, 
Prime; Minister of the Lebanon. Aged about 45. 
and o Sunni Moslem of Beirut, he is a graduate 
of the Damascus La'* School. He -.tarled life as a 
journalist. until his paper was suspended by the 
Frtnch, Subsequently lie organised a small but 
influential nationnlki tbsjl not ami-British) political 
party, the Nida at Qammi. He speaks good French 
and ionse English. (Written in 194k.) His wife is 
purdah, 

*Kudhum Al SoJh does not seem to have acquired 
any influence with the Iraqis and I have seldom met 
him in Iraqi houses, f Written in 1950; i 
He appear very little in society, 

Neliicrla.ii (Is 

M. W, A. A, M. Daniels, who had been Minister 
since 1947, and who resided in Beirut, lias been 
transferred to Stockholm, and M. B, A, Fids, who 
has been iscrving ::v Secretary resident in Bagdad 
since July 1949, presented a letter on 3rd J une, 1951, 
as Charge <FAffaires rn pied. 

M„ Piets, with his English wife, is a considerable 
asset to Bagdad society* though his oflici.il duties 
cannot be very overwhelming;, 

Persia 

Hussain Quds Nakha'i, Ambassador I4;h June 
1951). 

Mr. Hussain Quds Na kits'i i No. 149 in Persian 
Per son ah ties for ] 950) h.is held various post-*, in the 
Persian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and has served 
in Washington, London and Ismir. 

I have had no oppportunily .is ye I to- do more than 
exchange visits with him. the Iraqis regard him As a 
great improvement on his predecessors though they 
are surprised at the rapidity with which he has 
reached ambassadorial rank. Reports preceded him 
that he was violently anti■ British but my French 
colleague believes this to he untrue. He has served 
three times in London, the Inst time during rhe war, 
and speaks English fluently. 

Ml i> married but has Icff his wife rn Persia till 
after the hot season, 

Saudi \nd>iia 

Abdullah At Khuiyal. Minister rMtti February, 
1947}. f 

'After a period in the legation as a Secretary and 
iheni as Charge d’Affaires, AbduiJali AI Khuiyal w-us 
appointed Minister in February 1947. Me is friendly 
ami intelligent, a genuine Saudi from Riyadh, but is 
disliked by the Iraqis, wlu> inspect the legation of 
acting as an interred i..ry between Rashid All and his 
friends in Iraq, | would not (rust him far. He has 
taken lessons in I ogthli from the British Council 
slalT and has made considerable progress., 

“L-iit year he surprised Bagdad society by giving 
the first Saudi party to which 1.idles were invited 
He went home for s month on leave in April Tor the 
lirvi time in many years (Written in 1950,1 
He is a regular visitor to the British Institute, 

Soviet l nioci 

There is no Soviet Minister accredited to Bagdad. 
Since April 1950 the legal con hiss remained in charge 
of M, Sergei Ncmchinov, who has the rank of First 
Secretary. M Ncmdunov came from Moscow, where 
he had been concerned with Middle Fastern Affairs, 
lie was burn in Moscow in l9t<h and ha* spent most 
of Ins life there. He taught history in the University 
of Moscow, specialising in the period up to the 
seventeenth century. During the war be went Into 


the army, but owing £o defective eyesight was not 
seni to the front; srtdcad he served ns a staff officer 
on training formations in Siberia. He doe* not 
appear to hatre been long in the Russian diplomatic 
service, but was for a few years in Cairo after the war. 
He is not. an aggressive type of Russian and seems to 
want to make himself agreeable. He speaks English 
slow ly and carefully. He is married. 

Spain 

Juan Manuel de Aristcgui, Minister tilth February 
19411). 

‘Formerly Spanish Consul-General in Jerusalem. 
Ho tii stout and amiable and speaks passable English. 
(Written in 1949.) He is also accredited ui Kabul. 
He left for Spain in November E95Q, and I have 
not yet met him. 

-Since my arrival llie legation has been in charge of 
M, Pedros Antonio Cmyus y Otlis de la Vega, a 
bachelor and a somewhat comic figure. 

Syria 

Ad nan A/hari. Counsellor and Charge d 'Affaires, 
a.i, 

Adrian Azhari comes from Latakia, where he was 
Mayor until his appointment (o Bagdad by Nazim 
Quasi, of whom he h a devoted supporter. 

He is married, hut neither he nor his wife plays a 
great part here. I hey speak French but no English. 

Turkey 

Rihmj \puk, Minister (16th January, 3950). 

■*M. Apak \% a former army officer whose first 
diplomatic appointment was as Minister to Portugal, 
about three years ago. 

■He was a student at the Turkish Mi 1st ary College 
with Nuri Pasha anti Tuba Pasha Hashimi before 
die First World War. acid served for a shots time in 
Iraq in 19Hi, He w,-.s Military Attache in Moscow 
from 1924 to (927 and claims to speak Russian 
fluently. He left (he army to enter the Turkish 
Parliament, where lie sat as a Republican Party Deputy 
for about 13 years, 

*lic is a nigged character, and 1 do not (hink he 
is making himself liked by the Iraqis, He is a keen 
bridge player. He speaks no English, and French 
with considerable effort. His wife, who is generally 
lacking in the graces, speaks very little French and 
do English. She surprised him by arriving unan¬ 
nounced in Bagdad with their daughter soon after 
his arrival, (Written in 1950.) 

I iiilull Stales 

The Hon, Id ward Savage Crocker, Ambassador 
M2th March. 1949), 

*Mr, Edward S. Cracker, a career diplomatist, 
before coming here was Counsellor at Warsaw. He 
hav also served at San Salvador. Rome. Budapest, 
Stockholm, Tokyo (where he spout ciqhi years) and 
Lisbon, (Written In 1949.) 

I have found Mr. Crocker a good colleague. He 
went out of his wav to Welcome me on my arrival 
and has been helpful and friendly ever since, He 
strikes me a* shrewd and intelligent, anil anxious to 
ensure that there should be no duplication in the 
various Forms of aid extended bj our two countries 
to Iraq. I mterly he hits appeared to be somewhat 
disillusioned about the Iraqis, perhaps av a result 
of their frigid reception of President Truman's 
plan to give military ,md economic aid to the Middle 
East, tits wife suffers from poor health and regularly 
spends the whole of the hoi weather, in other words 
hal f the year, o ut of the couni t y„ ] fc i hereto re 1 oaks 
A\ times somewhat lonely, though he bus been kept 
busy since l arrived by having practically no staff 
other than an immense array of Service attaches. 
He circulates a great deal in society but. whenever 
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he can, gets away to the north, where he rents a villa. 
His chief distraction is bridge, but both, he and his 
wife have other keen hobbles, and he cun talk with 
knowledge on a surprising number of subjects. 


Rcpreseniiifiws accredited to the Iraq Gev&wnent 
hut resident elsewhere 

Belgium 

Count Geoffrey d’Aspremont-Lyndcn, Minister 
(5th June, 1947), 

_ *The Minister resides in Beirut und finds it hard to 
visit Bagdad He Spent three weeks here with his wife 
in March and April 1949. This was his first visit 
for about eighteen months, (Written in 1949.) 
He has not been here since. 

‘M. Laurent Janssen resides here as Chargd 
d Affaires. He and his wife are very friendly, but 
speak little English. (Written in 1950.) 

Denmark 

M, Axel Sporan-Fiedler, Minister (7th April, 1949). 
s *M. Sporon-Fiedkr. who was formerly Danish 
Consul-General in San Francisco, is also accredited 
to Tehran, where he normally resides. He paid a 
short visit to Bagdad in April, accompanied by his 
wife. (Written in 1950.) 

Ethiopia 

TulTassa Habl-Mikael. Minister (I7th September 
1949). 

■He is also accredited to Cairo, where he normally 
resides. Jedda. Damascus and Beirut. 

I have not met him, (Written in 1950.) 

Greece 

There is at present no Greek Minister accredited to 
the Iraq Government, 

*M. Nicholas Hadji Vassiliou. who has been 
Charge d’Affaire* since 27lh November, [947, h 


also Charge d’Affaires rn Beirut, where he resides. 
He has paid one short visit to Bagdad mocc my 
arrival. He is rather boisterous, and did not impress 
me altogether favourably, (Written in 1943.) 

*Hc has not reappeared, (Written in 1950.) 

1 have not met him, 

*■ 

Mexico 

M. Antonio Mendez Fernandez, Minister (3rd 
February, 1951), 

M. Antonio Mendez Fernandez resides in Beirut, 
and I have not yet met him. He made a good 
impression on my Counsellor when he came ro 
Bagdad before my arrival to present his tetters. 

iS’orwij 

M. Ernest Kiogh-H&n&en, Minister (I4th April, 
1949). 

*M, Krogh-Hansen ts accredited also to Turkey, 
Pakistan and Persia and is resident in Ankara. He 
*pem tw o weeks here after presenting his credentials 
in the (vain) hope of concluding an Air Agreement 
rapidly. (Written in 1949.) 

■He tmd not been here since, (Written in 1950.) 
Me spent a day or so in Bagdad in May and seems 
a friendly person. 

Sweden 

M. H. Eriksson, Minister (27th June, 1949}, 

M. Eriksson is also accredited to Tehran and 
normally resides there, 

*IJe paid a short visit to Bagdad in February 
1950. (Written in 1950.) 

Switzerland 

M. Franz Kappeler, Minister (24ih February, 
195l) T 

M. Kappeler, who resides in Beirut, was formerly 
Charge d’Affaires m pied. The only resident member 
of the stall is M .1, P, Jocquier, He and his Austrian 
wife arc very popular in the foreign community. 
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